




A TALE. 




rni: 

SMUGGLERS, 

A TALE, 

DJE&Cflira V^£ 0> IHF 

SEA-COAST MANNERS 

ui 

SCOTLAND. 


XN THKXiE VOLUMES. 


VOL I., 


* In ()avs (X* >01 e I could my lj\in‘ prixe, 

Nor wi‘ xiolelii' gaugeix or fxcibc; 

But lU/W-a-dayN wc’ic blytlie to kai' tbe thrift, 

Oui heads 'boon licease an’ excise to lift.” 

FJOtOlTMOK- 


EDINBURGH ; 

i*lllNTKD ^Olt J. DICK, HIGH STREET. 


1819. 





CHAPTER I. 

In days o’ yore I could my livin’ prize, 

Noi lash'd «vi’ dulefu' f^au^ei'S or excise. 

Bill lioW’R'days we’re blythe to tear tlie thrift, 

Oiir heads ’boon licetice an' excise to lilt. 

FfiRGURSdN. 


Where Scotland towf^ds the east termi¬ 
nates in abrupt precipices—pleasantly situate 
ed ill a small natural bay, surrounded bj 
hill^ of considerable height, stands the almost 

deserted Sea Port village of Edinmouth* 
VOL.I. B 
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irilE SMUGGLltlVS. 


Though now only enlivenedV^^ a little honic 
‘trade, and a small share in the herring fisli- 


• # 

ery, it was, not ijuite a century ago, one of 
the most bustling places on the coast, and 
possessed a large proportion both of the 
Baltic and* Dutch trade ; but ])Crhaps what 
conduced more than any thing else to 
itl3 pfosperity W4is its convenient situation 
for carrying on a contraband traffic with the 
‘ borders both of England and Scotland and 
even throughout the Lothians themselves: 
indeed this might have iKrcn called its sta¬ 
ple for all the merchants from the highest 
to the lowest, did a little in this way/’ and 
some of them were professed Smugglers, and 
not a whit the less respectable for it—pro¬ 
vided always they were successful. 

In the rocks towards the NoYlh are large 
caverns, the bounds of which were unknown 
or known only to the Smugglers; they w^ere 
almost inaccessible but by sea, and were 
never approached except for the purpose of 
iiccretmg cargoes, wdiich were under covert 
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t)T night, and in small quantities transferred 
to the shops and warehouses of Ediiunouth. 

These caverns, besides their natural fortifi* 
cations, were still further preserved from. 
impertinent intrusion by the dread of the 
Smugglers, and the more awful apprehen* 
sion of the invisible spirits which were said 
to haunt them;—as according to tradition, 
they had been, in former ages, the dens of 
cannibals * Towards the south the jutting 
ditfs of the rocks afforded temporary secu¬ 
rity for small quantities of goods brought 
on shore during the evening, from the re¬ 
gular traders who lay off and on in the 
mouth oi‘ the bay, and did not perhaps find 
!t convenient, or thought it improper to 
make the harbour with an evening’s tide, 
and at the same time, did not choose 
troubie the Gentlemen at the Custom bouse 
with the entry of such trifles. 

* Dining tilt* niiiionly ui J times a banditti of W** 
puted cannibals were burned. Vide PitUcotic* 
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There were besides some scattered oped* 
ings vibjch afforded still greater accomo¬ 
dation ; and further south where the small 
water of Edinton runs into the sea, is a 
place called the Fairies Cov^ here a lig*I 
schooner could put in, in case of need, and 
set at defience every cqmtaon pursuer. 

Tiie Cove is a ravine, the banks of whicn 
arc about one hundred feet perpendicular,'co¬ 
vered with brambles, and low brush wood, 
and here and there a solitary birch bush. 
The only steps by,which the ascent or d 
scent can be effected near the coast are the 
slippery and uncertain/fissures in the crags ; 

and the entry from the South West is so 

» ... ^ 

1 ' 

naiTow, that two or three men can with dit 
ficulty walk abreast; on the edges of the 
watei, near the sea, are two smooth green < 
plats of no great extent, where, according 
to traditionary legends, the fairies once sport¬ 
ed ; but the romantic scenery at the date 
of our history, would have afforded better 
subjects for the pencil of Moreland than of 
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iPuseli 'Was the occasional resort of the 
more daring Moonlight Dealer^. 

To such facilities of situation^ the negli¬ 
gent execution of the Custom Laws, and * 
the danger \^dnch attendea putt^pg them in 
force, added every other inducement t 

t a* r > 

could he held out, to men cither oi deter* 
mined courage or desperate fortune, ^ to re¬ 
sort to Edinmouth and its vicinity. « 


It afforded likewise an asylum for people of 

» - 1 • 1 , , ^ 

limited incomes, who wished to enjoy foreign 

'' V , 'l - V , 

luxuries at an easy rate; French W'ves 
and Brandies,.Dutch Gin and Spiees, Frints, 
Silks,. X4accs, Shawls,.'I^as/Chit‘i|, c. 

all were to be found there mufc^ cbe<*per. 


and of better quality tlian in tem ns, 

where the ihen^ants werc'nnderlbe neces¬ 
sity of selling the articles at a higher rate. 


or of adulterating them in order lo procui 

_ ' /, 

any advantage. This induced many fami¬ 


lies who once moved in the higher ranks of 
life, to come and reside at Edintnoutli and 
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they formed a distinct society among them¬ 
selves,* yet their presence, their manners, 
and above all the teachers who were by this 
’ me^ns indtieed to settle there, gave a high¬ 
er tone aryd polish to the manners of the 
village, than the avocations of the other 
inhabitants would have given them any 
opportunity of acquiring. They had theii' 
balls and their races; and the occasion¬ 


al visits of strolling Thespians who per¬ 
formed ' in a neat Ma^^^on Lodge, gave 
them all the advantages of Theatrical en¬ 


tertainment. Pleasure, like the grave,. levels 


all distinction,, and here it brought into con¬ 
tact those who would not have condescend¬ 


ed to mingle on other, i)erbaps more lauda¬ 
ble occasions. The Baronit s Lady might 
be the partner of of the Grocer’s son at the 
ball, and the Esquire would condescend to 
present a ticket to the wife or the daughter 
the petty merchant, upon wdiose sign¬ 
board the figure 4 denoted that he dealt in 
ai'iicles from every quarter of the globe. 
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*■■■■' ■ ** And the courtly train 
Anxious the dregs of Ploasure's bowl to drain. 
When fully seated with each splendid show 
That elegance and grandeur can bestow* 

To rural solitude they fly, will there 
This faint reflection of amusement shafe. 
When Liondbn's winter reveliy is' oVr, 

And the dun beauty of the autusinal hour 
KecaLs the sportsman to his native fields—* 
'His wife and daughters quit the ancient Hall 
To taste the raptures of a country Hall, 

Nor does my Lord himself at times disdain 
Tf unbend and mingle with the faoipeiy train. 
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' CHAPTER ir. 

•M> fritltpis that name have revcitd on a throne^ 

My IdlliirB htt\c fulhn to light il; 

These falhus noihl spuin thtit df i>;i negatefOli, 

Th il name sboulU be seofiingH slit>iit it 

Gtit I >ally inue, iv(*ie on dangeioiih gioond, 

* M hu ki oiw how the faithions may aUci ; 

The Jocliine io><lay that is '(yally iopiid, 

To muiiow may us an halur. Blbs^ 

9 

ENiEAS jM*Bain was ‘‘ mine host” of Ihe 
Scots Thistle in the village of Edinmouth» 
and as staunch a Jacobite as ever drew 
breath When but a stripling he took up 
arms for the Prince, and being a fine clever 
boy, he was promoted to the rank of body- 
servant to “ Murray the Traitor,” at that 
time Speretary to Charles. After the Bat¬ 
tle of Culloden, when Murray had made 
his peace with Government, and was pre¬ 
paring to consummate his treachery, b}^ 
basely delivering up all tbe correspondence 
of his master, which would have involved 
fiiaiiy of the first families of Scotland who 
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were friendly to fhe caus^ although they 
had not joined the Rebct&; he had l$ft all the 
papers which be was arranging^ on purpose 
to carry up to London, laying open on'the’ 
table of a roomy which he deskied M^Bain ‘ 
to put in order. Honest £naeas>. in per¬ 
forming his duty as a servant, anxious about 

w.nr ^ 

his master’s affairs, inspected the papers^ 
with a laudable' curiosity ; and* perceiving 
from the nature of their contents the im¬ 


portance of the documents, carefully col- 

^ V- ' J 1 ■ 

lected them, and putting them into the 
chimney, anticipated his master~for as he 
used jocularly to observe to His confidential 


friends, he brought them more speedily to 

11 

• f _ 

light then was intendeds Upoif Murray’s 
discovering the ofhpious zeal of>h|s servant^ 
he had him instantly cDminitt€|[ prisoner 
to Port George, Whence he was kent along 


with a-nnmber of suspected Gentlemen to 
liondon, to be examined befbrfe the Privy 


Council. - When brQugl^^J)efore the Bight 

I 

Honourables, aii4 int^tis^ted as to toe 

B3"‘ ‘ 
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reasons which induced him to commit to 
the flaih^s such valuable writings, Enmas 
very gravely shook his head and answered^ 
‘ill Gaelic, When the questions were re¬ 
peated, he replied always in the same lan¬ 
guage, on which he was remanded to New- 
gate till an interpreter could be found, on 
the accuracy of whose translation they oouJdr 
rely. When this was at^ length, procured, 
after some difficulty, they obtained from 
Endcas the veiy satisfactory informationr. 

I 

that he could neither read nor write Eng¬ 
lish, a conclusion whidi it had never occur¬ 
red to the profound statesmen of these days, 
might iiave been drawn from Ena)as\s igno¬ 
rance of the oral language. He was kept in 
durance till Murray arrived in London: 
who declared, tliat the said Ena^as M'Bain, 
when in his service, could both speak, read, 
and’^rite,. English fluently, but as he could 
procure not one single witness to corrobo¬ 
rate his testimony, Emcas, after much 
threatening and' flattery, .was released from 
hk confinement. 
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«■ 

He was immediately taken into the ser¬ 
vice of a Highland Gkntleman» goihg abroad 
to visit some of his expatriated relations; 
with whom he resided a considerable* time 
in France, when his master •dying, and 
leaving him a small legacy, he returned to 
his native Comltry,. and commenced 4nn- 
keeper imEdinmouth* 

From his esc^rience, bis house was most 
admirably regulate,, and ilhom the'circum¬ 
stances of his life, a frieiid of Charlie’s 
never passed his dodlk:^ Many noblemen 


and gentlemen would even^com^ miles out 
of their road in^ order to spend a night in 
the house of the preserver of tile estates of 
their forefathers>^ ^ « 

Duncan MmGi^uI^ sh^ontii^ in £din- 
mouU), was a^’ct^ractcr' the vtiry antipode ' 
af Enaeas. He gloried in beihg a lineal 
descendant from one of the pfirse^ted 


l emnantarid he still desired jutl as far as 
it was given to him, to lift up. his testimony, 
against the sins of a backsliding g^eration. 
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, Where Duucan was born, isf a secret of 
which we‘are not informed, for having Wen 
baptised after a field preaching, his name 
is inserted in no parish register, he grew up 
without any*scttled place of. abode; and in 
his M'anderings after the camp of the Scot- 
lish* Israel, he had visited almost every 
county of the “ anci^t Kingdom.” llo 
preferred attending upon the ordinances to 
attending upon a shop, and therefore 
more cansonai|t with his views of the reveal¬ 
ed will, he chose rather to carry a pack, 
than, as he said, “ stand clawin his elbows 
behind a counter.’^ 

In the course of his peregrinations he had 
contrived to scrape togfc^er a few jiound^’, 
and in his waiting; upon " occasions,” he 
had got acqtiainted with a'w^idow “ like 
ininded with whom he agreed to cast in 
his Jot into the lap of Providence; especially 
her fpijmer spouse had left her a mailin^ 
• in the neighbourhood of Edinmouth, and a 
share of u.vessel belonging to that port. 



^nE SMUCOLER^., 

These two) whom one would almost have 

hnagmed> beyond the reach of mutual at- 
« 

traction, and certainly at first si^ht .tiiex" 
appeared dis^nguished by no natuial aih!»i- 
ties; were yet very closely crai'nccted, ami 
indeed almost inseparable companions, al¬ 
though whenever religion or politics* be-. 

came the subject of conversation, ’iwas a 

» 

thousand to one but they separated irom 
each other in high wrath—but Duncan im¬ 
ported Wine, Brandy, and — dut^ frre, 

and Bnaea's was a dealer in ForeigTi and* 
British Spirits. 

Their characters deserve to be further 

illustrated and compared, but tliis being too 

important a matter to be huddled in at the 

end of a chaj^fer, wc shall de\ote on(? whoi- 

* 

ly to the subject* 
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CHAPTER HL 

A*! when two pil^iims in n forest stray, 

JButh me; be fosi, yet cacli in his own way , 

Su faicit It With the miWtitude beg-uiled, 

< Til VHin opinion's waste, and deni^Voas 

Ten thousand rove-the biakes and tliorns aniongv 
Some eastward, and some westward, and aU wionq; 

Co'M rj:.R. 

JVIen frequently arrive at the same con-^ 
elusions from premises widely different. 
Thus our tw o citizens Of Edinmouth, the 
one from a principle of Conscience, and the 
other from a principle of Loyalty, coincid- 
, ed perfectly in two points^ of temporal and 
spiritual obligation,—they thought it their 
bounden duty, by all possible means, to 

»» l«v 

cheat King George and to attend on no 
place of.public worship. 

£iiiea$ belicred in the divine right of 
- Kings, as firmly as the . British Solomon 
idnisdf.. He also contended most vche» 
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mently for tpe sacred institution of Episco¬ 
pacy ;—and jto doubt the propriety of the he¬ 
reditary succession of moniurchs, or cail in 
question the veracity of the apostolical suc« 
cession of bishops.;—was treason in the one 
case and heresy in the other. 

Duncan«believed that ma^stracy n'tis nn 
ordinance of God, but that, magistrate.s 
were only to be obeyed when they nifed 
according to Scrip*tnre and the laws of the 
realm; when they did not, they might be 
tried dbposed^or brought to ptiblic execu- 
tion by their sulijects. Prelacy he regard* 
ed with horror,—the name ot a bubop was 
*a synonime for every thing iazy^ proud, and 
pseless ; he could expatiate for hours on the 
divine right of Pre^ibytery. f • 

Ena^as believed, in its literal signification; 
the constitutional fallacy, that the King, 
(i e if legitimate^) can do no harm^—Dun¬ 
can contended, that^being^ a sinful creature, 
a King, like all others, of the fallen race of 
Adam, might commit sin, and ought to be 
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punished for bis transgressi(|ns:~Ensea7 

cursed the Revolution and the )sl€W family ; 

\ 

and rapping the lid of a huge silver-mount¬ 
ed horn, one day when disputing the point 
very keenly'with Mr M^Groul,—^his wife^ 
who was as 'k0en a partisan as himself^ 

<■ V V 

standing bv—lie asked him in a tone as if 
his queries had been unanswerable, whatr 
have we gained by the Revolution you brag 
so muckle about, tell me that ? or by thae 
upstarts T—then siakiDg his voioc an oc^ 
tave, and taking advantage* of his oppon¬ 
ent’s silence, who had paused for a moment 
to draw breath and collect an answer; 111 
tell you,—a German kail yard^and a parcel o*' 

hungory Ilanovariahs to feed, and a load 

> 

taxes ho pay which will bankrupt the na* 

tion—when our ain King left us ho left 

« '' 

a fu’ treasury,- an’- look at it now.” 

__ * 
‘That was no fault of the revolution,* Dun-* 

can replied, ‘ but the just [Hinisliment of tho 

land for a broken covenant, and a curso 

upon it for tliat damnable -toleration given. 
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to pri'lary; for tbe people have a right to 
change their' rulers whan they find them¬ 
selves oppressed. Reason tells ns that, an* 
the word o’ God says nacthing against it; 
and for thae new folks, that need a been 
nae mot i’ the marriage,—their being iip- 
<5tarts,—if they had held to the Lord ^nd 
the covenants.” 

“ An’ whare did the wean that rouldna 

gang its lane break the covenants, Mr 

M'Groul ? if the father was sent awa, whare 
* 

was the justjice in sendin* awa the son ? by 
what law o’ G^od or man was the poor inno- 
cent bairn’s right tdcn frac him# ait^ the 
throne puttin’ by him—a lineal ^scendaiit^ 
o’ the auldest family i’ Europe J-^an gi’en 
to a-” 

Tie was nae lineal descendant, but a 
papist brat brought in in a silvef warmin’ 
pan ” 

“ Brought in in a silver — gin T maun say 
sae, ' cried jSIrsM‘Bain, ^vl\o could no long- 
tU'^'icmain ncutrah **how could tliey bring in 
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a wean in a silver wi^min* pan( an sac mo^ 
ny men stanin i' the room.’’ ^ 

r the iwfitt next l6t me set you 
dght there, Mrs M‘Bain,” said M‘GrDul. 

“ Weel a jvefel I care na whare it was, 
but it was whare they cwidna be mistaken, 
it was whare they could see weel enough 
whether a w^oman was brought the bed o' 
a wean or no ; wilt ye tell me whan I lay 
in o’ our Leesy, poor thing, that's dead an’ 
gane, au a' the folk gann backw^ard an’ for¬ 
ward, tiiat I couM bae palmed anither bo<^ 
city’s get upon Bnmas there for bis ain ?” 

Ye ken best, mistress,” said Duncan. 

** Whether I ken or no, eveiy body i’ the 
room wad seen whether the wean came frac 
me or frac a warmin’ pan-—and there 

was the Lord Chancellor, an* the Arch- 
Bishop o* Caaterbuiy, mnlgude kens a wha, 
stan’in’iready to see what was gaun on; na, 
^na, Mr M^Groul—ye may tell that to your 
ain wife, it ’ll no gang down wi’Bneeas 
M^B{uns.-^|Ling James the VIIL was a*^ 
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» 

lawfully begfotteit;, came m feirly inta 
the world as his father ibefore him; an’ had 
as gude a to bis ain as ye hae,*--was 
he a papi^ i the womb ? an bow’conM ony 
body fcen what fe would be before he could 
speak-—before he could tell t^fn ?—4tB just 
the like o' you that hates a’ kings thegither 
that speaks that #ay«*’ 

** Say Papist kiiigs» Mrs M^Bain, Tm nae 
enemy to kings wha bear nae the sword in 


vaiu^ whan they use it as they suld do^ as a 

, * * fc* ^ 

terror to eyU:doer$.^aii^ ;$ j^aise tbihem tliat 
do weel I but !they mak* praise to 
evil doerSjfaiii’ n titiror toihemtl|i weel,.* 
I say it't ' o’, their 

hands Id thm that can ule't better.” 

Ye w^t^‘ aiJ^tdhman,,or | Geimau/’ 
(cdntinued Mrs M^Baih who fiam* OT 
tioil to the interruption^Vor onylunco’ lOliii 
that 11 promise ye fair eneug^^^* blaw v’ 
your lug an* teilye, yell get this an’ ye‘11 
g<^ that, if yell help them to lay their hands 
/Oil \vhat disha^ belang'an’ syne 
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whan they hae sair’d. tl^eir ain fends wi’ -ye, 
whare arfe ye ? what the better are ye now ? 
hae ye mair siller i’ your poucll 
**AyC aye Duncan,’ said Enacas, who wished 
to close the debate, '‘it wad been the better 
for us a’ the day, if we had stucken by our. 
ain, we would nae hae been trysted wi stie 
mony guagers, an sae tnuckle debt to pay 
beside; there's a bit paper,—stretching out 
a tax schediile—what do you think o’ that ? 
I’ve gotten near on to a dozen, an ne’er *a 


bit o’me can mak* tap, itfaD, or mane o’ahe o’ 
them. An' I hae to sign tbfehi too,-—I wad 
maistly as soon sign the Cfhvcnanis.” ' 

" Wes’e let that flie stifeK i’tKfe'wS” ansWefr- 
ed Duncan, who did; ihbi chdse td engage 
such superior mettle ai the publtcah and Ins 
consort and d tax i)aper,, «we are baith sufl- 
rin’ for our sin in lio improvin’ the advan¬ 
tages we flnce had in our ain hands, an’ its no 
likely that ony o’ us \^^ill ever sagain hae an 
opportunity 6’ inistrystin’ sic manifold men- 
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Abercrombie's M&rtial Achievements and 
the-Transactions of 1715 and 1745 were tJie 
favourite cotHpanions of Enaeas,—Wodrow, 
and “ the Hind let loose” were Duncantext 
books,—the one boasted of the.heroism, the 
other of the religion of his cjountrjr. At the 
name of Wallace, Enaeas kindled—^his nation¬ 
al pride and his Scottish enthusiasm broke 
forth, and he who cared not one groat, for the 
dearest and most sacred of real blessings— 
constitutional liberty, felt his bosom swell as 
he talked of a more doubtful inheritance— 
the glorious independence of his country. 
He would have died to have defei|ded Cale¬ 
donia from a foreign yoke, yet iie^ would 
have counted it his highest honour to have 
worn the chains of domestic hereditar}' des- 
potisin himself, and he enthusiastically would 

have shed his blood to have bound them on, 

■» 

others, and rivetted. them on his posterity. 

Duncan revered the memory of Knox as 
the champion of civil and religious liberty, 
Ipit chiefly as the deliverer of his country 
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frcwn tlmt worse tJian Egyptian bondage* tbe 
thraldom of the papaf see. But bis passion 
for religious freedom, like that of his hero’^ 
was rather 2c«l, for the predominence of 
his own sect thm any love he bore to li- 
bcrty pf cohcience,--as sincere in his attach- 
niex|t to particular dogmas^ with equal stern- 
ess of resolve, he would have approved of 
the ek^ution of their opponents in the per¬ 
sons of his dearest relatives. He would have 
*. ^ 

gone 1^0 the stake in defence of his Creed, 
or to the gallows for the cause of the Cove-- 
nants. 

___ I. 

Thus it happened th^ when any of 
tliese points, or any thing strictly connec¬ 
ted with them, became subject of discourse 
between the two—^rin specuktUqn, the whole 
world could not fativO persuaded them to 
agree«- 7 -bttt tnfe practical inferences they 
drew“, e^h from his own system, exactly co¬ 
incided. ' Enii^s thought King George an 
usurper, one who had no right to the reve¬ 
nue, ^crefqre it was proper to withhold ns 
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fiiucli of the taxes as he eould-^heitce the 
propriety of smuggUngv was a setUed point 
with hinu 

Duncaa thought *‘the paying of taxes 
was an obedential compliance ii^itb the un¬ 
just laws that enjoin them^ and a siiiful 
owning of the Dominaiors by whom they 
\^re enacted ; therefore he ought by every 
means to avoid countenancing payment g£ 
them^-—hence the propriety of smuggling 
formed an essential article in his Creed. 

Enaeas could go to no churchy but the le^ 
gal Episcopalian* he therefore chose to spend 
his Sundays in the fields or at libme.-—4ii 
Anti-popish, Anti<-erastuin* truer presbyte* 
rian church of Christ* could only|satisfy the 
conscience of Duncan,, and theif being no 


such within a -Sali^bathfday’s jourtiey, he ge¬ 
nerally kept* on timt d^y* with^ his own 
habitation. 

Both were suparstltiously attached to 
forms of worship* but Emeas had all the lox^ 
respecting speculative doctrine$i«^ hidi 
Usually accompanies a spfendid ritual* while 
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Duncan cherished them as essentials witTi 

• 

all the Jtqiiacity which a rigid adherence to 
simplicity in the mode of w^orshij) always in- 
•spires. Eiucas thought a man ('oulti imrdly be 
saved unless he acknowledged tiio authority 

I 

of the bishoj)—Duncan believed their dam¬ 
nation w as sure, who were out of the pale, 
and did not believe the Creed of the Presby¬ 
terian Kirk. Enfcas had his doubts about 
the Quaker’s—Duncan bad none—one day 
when conversing upon the subject, “ Pin fear¬ 
ed, said M‘Bain, “ they’re gaun the wrang 
road”—Hell’s our g\ule for them,'* roared 
M‘Groul. “Then said honest Eua^as, ** the 
poor bodies maun e’en gang wd' us since ye 
wad fia like to hae them in your neighbour¬ 
hood.’* 

t ■' 

^^Tlu'y may do sae^’ answered iNPGroul, 
retorting the allusion to the place of fin|il 
restdonce, which they mutually allotted, with 
liberality to each other, ‘mi.’ you an’ 
tliem are baith gaen tlie same road, they 11 
no tai^e you in y^ur journey,” 
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Oh baneful Oh ' fatal mdrn 
Accnrhtd to ages >et unborn ; 

sons Hgainst their bit her stoiSfl, 

^he parent shed his ohildren’s htoofl; 
Yet when the rage of battle ccasetl. 
The victor’s soo) was nut appeased.-— 
I'he naked and furlurn musi feei 
Devouring flanies, and murdering steed. 

, ' ^/te'lTtars oj'Scotland, 


Ill the year 17—*, a post chaise ’and four 
arrived at thetoti^n of Edinmouth^and driv- 
up to the door of the Thistle Ion, before 
-which stood Enaeas M*Bain, ready to re«- 
ceive it; two young gentlemen hliglited; 
enquiring for the landlord, who stood with 
ready bow confes^ ed, ’ they ordered ’ dinnei^ 
and informed him they intended remaining 
there over the evening. 

/Vox.. I C 
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f dinner tljey desired the waiter to bid 

.s master come if be was disengaged and 
take a glass of mne with them—a request 

I 

.witK which landlords in general are very 
seldom averse to comply. 

. I 

Mr M‘Baiu accordingly made his appear¬ 
ance and performing the apologeticai bows 
usual upon such occasions^ took his seat. 

After some common-place questions about 
Edinmouth, its trade, &c.—*which our read¬ 
ers may easily supply if they recollect at any 
time to have been blockaded in a country 
Inn by a shower of snow, or ibreed by the 
pelting of a pitiless storm< to betake them¬ 
selves for shelter to some way-side ale-house,« 
or imprisoned in some village hotel upon a 
Sunday evening with no alternative but that 
of poring over Matthew Henry's Commen¬ 
tary, the Confession of Faith, or calling in 
the master to take the share of u jug of 

i _ 

Toddy;—oneof the gentlemen asked M‘Bam 
if he had ever travellecl, andf with whom ? 
M^Riu who was fond of expatiating upon 



TH-JG SMUGGLERS. 


S27 


the scenes of liis early life, when he thought 

» 

he could do so without offence, was. equally 
shy of descending to particulars with^stran- 
gers, as he had been taught caution by suf¬ 
fering and the many sagacious curtain lee** 
'tiires, in which his prudent wife used often 
to say, ** Enaeas ye shoudna be sae free o’ 
your tongue, mind what ye ve come 
through. He therefore merely gave ^ 
general answer, that he had travelled 
vyitli a Scotch Gentleman, who died in 

4 

France, 

Did you know any thing of Mr Muir- 
avon ?’ said one of his guests. 

** That's the Earls son,’ cried Enaeasi 
^ “ weel did I ken about him.' 

He is my Father, returned the stran- 

” And an excellent Gentleman lie is, an’ 
as weel wordy o' a title as ony ane o', a’ 

t 

the laud—Aye, are ye his son ?—But I 

« 

hope you r liker your Grandfather than him 
‘—however he was'na to be blamed.|^ 
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“ And did you know any such petsxm 
as Ew€» Cameron ?” said the other Gentle¬ 
man. 

• •Ewen Cameron/’ replied M^Bain, 
" he was m^ ain maister’s Iwother, arc you 
ony fricn’ to him ?” 

I am hh nephew/* 

** Your name^ Sir, if you please ?’* 

« ** The same as his,—-Ewen Cameron^, 
only Tve got another added to it-^ 
Bruce,” 

4 

“ Tm proud to hae twa sic Gentlemen i* 
my house—but whare’s your father, my 
Lord,' addressingColonel Muiravon—he was 
a (^olonel in the Army—for you are a 
Lord, and hae a better title to it than mony 
anc that gets it,—though your father fought 
against our ain king, your grandfather did- 
na* an’ 1 hojie his grandson wadna.” 

here’s now no need for stirring that 
qucFtion, >".r M*Bain, ’said the Colonel,“ for 
haj.pily no competitor for ttfe Crown re¬ 
mains;^ . 
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^ The thair’s the pitVj” replied M‘Bain, 

but ye ba’ na’ tell’t me whare Vour fai^ 
ther is 

** lie’s residing on one of Ms estat&s in 
tlie north. 

“ Aye, that's the ane he got by his mo¬ 
ther—it was a foul trick the tinkler play’d 
him wi’ tliat bonnic ane o' your grandfa¬ 
ther's i’ the west, but he’ll no thrive a stra^’ 
the better for tbsrf;.” 

-I 

In order that our readers may understand 

- 

tbis dialogue^ it will be necessary to give a 
sketerb of tlic persons and circumstances al 
ludcd to before we proceed. 

It is well known> that during botli the 
rebellions of 171^ and 174*5, many of the 
noble families in. Scotland were <^vided in 
their politics, and ranged iinder^opposite 
banners; the son against,the father, and 
the father against the son ; some frknn prih- 
ciple {>erhaps, but others from policy,- in or* 

V * I 

der, at all events, to secure the estates in 
the family which ev,ery party should prevail. 
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lAke others, the noble family of Muiravon 
acted in tliiis manner. The Earl ranged on 
the side of legitimacy, and his elde?^t son 
'tbught under the banners of the Brunswick 
succession, r After the battle of Culloden 
the father was taken and beheaded, and his 
lands'forfeited. The son was madt‘ (’olonel 
in the Army, and retained or acquired the 
snaternal estates. 

\ 

In the disposal of the forfeited estates, in 
more Hberal times when the heirs of the 
unfortunate sufferers were sometimes al¬ 
lowed to buy them back for little more 
than a nominal equivalent, the estate of 
Muiravon, among the rest, was exposed for 
sale,—the upset price not being much above 
one fourth of its value; of this, however, 
the true licirs did not reap the advantage. 
The agent employed to -purchase it for the 
family, • allowed himself to be juggled out 
of it by a most scandalous manqivre. A 
dealer in copper, who had acquired 'a large 
fortime by a lucky speculation and a 
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Vernment contract, had heard of th<‘ cir¬ 
cumstance, and most ungeaerously deter- 

I 

mined to avail lumself of it. He de.dred 
an agent of his own to appear and bid, a-t. 
if for the family, but to secure it for him ; 
and he contrived it so as to mislead every 
person present on the day of salefor in 
general it was understood, that no gentle¬ 
man wotild offer any opposition to the d^- 
scendcnts of the old proprietors ;~and oven 
t6 dupe the Mtiiravon agent, and tiius was 
procured for the son of a tinker, the ancient 

inheritance of one of the noblest families 

* * - 

in Scotlaiid^ and of .which two generations 

i > 

had faithfully served tlie House of Hanover, 
The Camerons ;i^ere^ somewhi^t similarly 
situated, only the, father and soy were not 
opposed in the conflict,, but "two if the bro- 
tbers were, Donald and AllaD,-r-A!lan for 

> i , ' 

‘Ring George, and. Donald lor the Prihee. 
Ew^en joined neither openly,—Allan uras 
the father of the. Gentleman present, and 
aetjuired the name df Bmce by marrying aii 
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heiress. Donald was the Emigrant Enseas 
M'Bain.bad accompanied to France. Hav¬ 
ing acquainted our readers with these cij cum- 
.^tancj^,. wc shall allow the speakers to pro¬ 
ceed. 

‘‘ Now I maun ask you,’ (pursued 
M^Bain) Mr Cameron—Mr Bruce, that s to 
say, how your father is,^ and wbare he 

is?’ 

» 

" He’s very well,” answered Captain 
Bruce,he generally resides in the^west 
country—in Stirlingshire.” 

I thought he had been dead,!’ said 

t f, 

M^Bain,. « for I wrote to him some years 

' * A 

since, an’ never got ony answ er \ and though 
I caused a. friend wha viras gaun to the isles,, 
to enquire, I never ,tould hear ony thing 
about him; it matni he because he has 
changed his name an’ place o residence.'’ 

•** That s very likely,~but now in 
return, will you have the goodness to be 
a littlb more particular in your account 
of your travels, /and. especjally respect- 
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ihg my uncle Euren; we have heard no- 

■ 

thing of him for a long while, and have 
reason to fear that he is dead; indeed I 
hardly recollect my fatiier’s ever receiving, 
any letter from him, he was at best a very 
irregular corrcsrpondent.’* 

** He's dead, that’s true enough,*’ re¬ 
plied M*Bairi, ah’ 1 wonder ye never 
heard o’t.” 

No, we never did,, and my father re¬ 
quested me, as I remain in-this quarter with 
our Regiment, to call upon you, and try to 
Iccarn- wliether you had heard atny thing 
from any of the Highland Gentlemen that 
visit you occasionally.*’ 

“ I se t^ll you a’ that I ken abc^t it frae 
first,to last. Whan your uncle Allan dU'd, 
your, uncle Ewen got a’ the property that 
he left in France, except the Ieg£|cy he be¬ 
queathed tome—but I needna* tell you about 
that, as ye wad see tibe will; short time after 
he gaed awa^ wi’ the Cardinal to Rome, 

an’ married a Scotch lady in Italy, by her 

‘ C3 
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he had a dochter, but they didna’ gree veiy 

weel, for he took up wi’ ither hiz/Jes, an' 

that disna do—so him atf her pafted; whare 

•she ^aed I never heard, but she took the 

dochter wi* her; an’ lie died at Rome some 
« 

years syne. Saunders M‘Naughton, his 
servant, could tell you better about that, 

f • 

however, for its no lang* since he cam’bamc ; 
;an*, I believe, has some papers wi’ him *’ 

Pray where is Saunders jVPNaiigh- 
ton?‘’ 

** He was lang your uncle's servant, and 
was wi’ him whan he died.’’ 

“ X ask you where he is 
** He’s somewhere about London or Edin* 
burgh, but I have never been able to find it 
wt^, only I'm sure o' tliis, that if he be i’ the 
country-side, he’ll no pass En%as M<*Bain’s. 
door.’’ 

Di^l you hear it said if he left any mo¬ 
ney ?’ asked Colonel Muiravon. 

He canna but hae left siller, ’ answer¬ 
ed bPBain,, ** for he got: a good, deal when 
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'bis brother died, beside what be had o’ his 

f a 

ain ; then his wife had something,, .no very 
muckle^ T believe, but he had a pension 
frae York, they $aid ; and then,’' looking 
Bruce, he added,—ye ken he was the 
auklest son, and the lands war never for- 
feiultedw 

Bruce, who was perfectly well acquainted 
with thb particular, did not wish to pre$s 
the subject, and closed that topic, by re¬ 
questing M‘Bain to endeavour to procure 

I 

direction to M^Naughton, if he possibly could. 

“ Aw whafe will I send it,. Sir? it may 
gang the gait o’ the anes'I sent to your 
father.’*" 

• You may address it to* Captain Bruce, 
-— Regiment of Light Ilorse, alfthe coun- 

iy towii; bitt as H—^-- does not lay very 

far off, ^and Cornet Ainslie, our assistant 
Surgeon, is a townsman of yours, 'I shall* be 
frequently in Edihiiiouth, during the time 
we are quartered here.” " ' - 

k 

” Heigh! hey ! what wad yotrr gutscher 
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said if he had seen you or your fatlier takin 
commissions frae ony-—~’\ 

** Hush t hush!’ said Caiheron^. ** you- 
rccollect~^’ 

“ I recollect,” reiterated M*BaiQ,im|)etu<^ 
ously, “ that the clan^ o*the .Camerons wad^ 
hae,raised man for man.w? ony Germanv 
laird under heaven*’’ 

r M'Bain was beginning' to raise bis voice,., 
and might have proceeded in his philippic,; 
had not his wife,—who'was wondering at.;, 
the length of time he remained; and w'as 
anxious to know the qualii}' of her. guests 
for all her.inquiries at the post-boys had been 
in vain, and she w<as unable to,tell any of 
the customers,, whom a laudable curiosity 
had brought to the public rooms, a word a* 

'• - ; ' ' if ' 

bout them;, feigning an errand. irito the 


room for something that was in h press,, 
hogged.ten thousand pardons for intruding 
upon the camgany,. “ but she always liked:, 
to' keep keys, herself’—interrupted' 
Sneas’ harrahge with, the unwelcome ihtelr 
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%ence that there was. a gentleman below 

4 

wailing to see him, Encas^ throwing an ac¬ 
knowledging glance at his lady, took oft his 
glass; and, bowing to the geutlenmny re¬ 
tired, Mrs MiBain soon found what she 
wanted, and quickly followed. ; 

V You*lI send your husband, back to us as 
soon as he s done with his friends . down, 
stairs/.’ said Mr Muiravon,, as she w^ith^ 
drew,. 

When both were gone, “ I,congratulate 
you Bnice/* said.tbe Colonel, “ on the issue 
of our ride to old £n<eas,. I wish, he could, 
pick, a legacy out of some of myxoid rebeL 
kindred—but: How cbmes^it you lu^er made 
any inquiry, after your uncle Ewei| before ?' 
laUvays understood he .and his estates had. 
gone the way of my ances^r andliis, only 
your fiather had been more foriuqate than, 
mine in buying thefUrbaefe” 

6 '' j 

** Oh no/* replied Btuce,.“ Atimi'aproperty 
would have been forfeited, and perhaps him«? 
self tried, but for the interest of^my tather---^ 
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Ewen never was in the field, though it was 
well kno^n that he kept up a correspondencef 
with Prince Charles, and. had he proved 
successful would have joined, but he was 
so narrowly beset with spies that he could 

i 

not move, and* it was well it was so, for he 

was very rash, and somewhat foolisJu After 

1 

the day was lost, he was so much afraid of 
being implicated,, that be conveyed the es¬ 
tate to my father in trust, and a certain 
sum j)er annum, was sent over regularly to 
France, to a Banking,house in Paris for his 
use. The only notice for inany^ years ray 
father received of my uncle's being in ex- 
istcnce, was the receipts for the annuity; 
last ye ar he received none, nor has he re¬ 
ceived any answer to the letters, he sent ta^ 
Mods. Cheveneux, the Banker, and he would 
have gone over to the Continent this year 

K 

himself to have made inquiry into the busi¬ 
ness, hud not this vile war prevented; but 
now you perceive^ it would have been unne¬ 
cessary, and 1 hope we may be able to get 
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'the whole settled without being at that 
trouble; the only diffieiiHy will bejtc hud out 
this M'Naiightbn; for .as to the estates, iny 
father is undoubted heir at, law,, as be has 
left no son.” 

« 

But are you certain, my captain, that 
Tie has left no son ” 

“ Not 1 ^ how can I be, when I never 
heard of his marriage before this day?,I 
should like to see his daughter; but I* must 
question Eiueas a little more on his return.” 

Eiiseas who had satisfied his wife’s curi-* 
osily in all points respecting tlie Gentlemen, 
and also gratified w'ith the same itifonna^- 
tion at least seven or eight parties in the 
plirlour and public room, was at length 
allowed to return to the one he had un^ 
willingly left.. 

“ I forgot to ask you- Mr be¬ 

gan Bruce, ^'how you had your intelligence 
respecting my uncle since you came home.’ 

“ Mony a mony a ane spiers whar I get 

• 1 . 

SL my news frae,’V ^ replied the landlord, 



410^ TIIE 

«but my house you uuderstand^ Sir, is weci 
frequentit’ by a our ain folk, they'll come 
far' an near tiirt~tbough IVe seen the day 
tliey war mair rife than what they're now. 
But they re wearin* awa, au I’m no young 
myseK” 

Ay” interrupted the Captain, ** I dare 
say that’s all very true, but what I wish to 
know is, how you learned t!ic particulars 
respecting my uticlc, oiul about his fuiuily 
and death ” 

** III tell you that in a mmute,” answere d 
M^Bain, if you’ll just gieme time ; Hector 
M^Naughton wba was Saunder’s cousin by 
the mother's sidc,vfor tliey war a’ o' the 
same jVPMaughtons, wrought here lang as 
a barrowman,. and brak his neck.the ither* 

I 

jpear—better couldha come owre hint, for 
irfter S^htiii;; for the Prince, he gaed avra 
to the CoDtt»ent'«ipi’ that twnnic Duke ati’ 
gat himsdi' ivoutided at a place they ran. 
Mwa fkae, ca.d na^ii*bac]u- 
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' " Well,, welly what of him ?” cried Bfuce 
impaticntl/. 

Iwais nac great scholaiv Sir, replicJ 
# En^cas. 

Confound bis scliolart-bij?, wliat has^ 
that to do with my uncle ?*’ 

Vc pall hcai* Sir, but 1 maun begin 
again, I tliink fm a wee confused wise*” 
“Was it any of ‘ our ain folk’ that W'ante<^ 
to see YOU ?” asknd the CoJond, slylv. 

“Deed no Sir, it was some very honest 
iblk i’ the fore-room wha-^-»” 

“ Never mind> my. dear Sir, the bemest: 
folk i’ the fore-room jusl^^w," intjE|rnipted 
the Colonel, who markoohis frieiMj|s dread 
another circumlocutory introduction,, “toll 
us at once Iiow you got the intelUgdnce res¬ 
pecting the late Ewen Cameron/'| 

“ Wcel gentleHicti as I was sayin^|Hect0n 
Ar^Naughton bein nae great scholar^ whan, 
he gat letters frac his cOtisiD abfoad, be« 
used to conio to me for ipV to read tjbem tiUt 
3um, an I used. to. tvvito for. 

' I I 
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“ And how was this correspondence car¬ 
ried on ?” said Bruce. 

Whiles by ae body, an’ whiles by ani- 

"Uierr” 

And he broke hrs neck, I think you 
said, some year or two ago. Has he any 
relations in town, or do you know what 
became of his letters ? ’ 

, “ No, I do notanswered M‘Bain, nor 
do 1 think he has a relation in this part o- 
the countra.” 

Then I suspect, Mr M^Eain, you can 
give no more information on the subject; 
but I hope youdknot disappoint me in find¬ 
ing out M‘Naiighton.** 

** X hope not,*’ said M‘Bain, and retired; 



TH£ SMVGGLtlRS. 




CHAPTER V. 


f beard the soun’ o* mirlti an* duSU, 
ll<j.;rio' and gaifa * 

An’ feint a hit o’ mu cou’d loll 
Wliaie it came t'rae ava ; 

'The fi.slaT-]ads war i’ the boalies^ 

* # 

FORBBft. 


What would you think of a walk before 
supper, Bruce?' said Colonel Muiravon, on 
the landlord’s retirihg. ' . I ni not much ac¬ 
quainted with this coa^t> and sliould like to 
see a little of it.” 

« With all my heart<---Waiter»-our hats 
—we return by and bye;” f 

On being accommodated with ttieir c/ict- 
peaUcT, the two officers sallied forth toward- 
the beach. The night Was damp, .raw, and 
uncommonly foggy ; the mist rose upon the 
>ea, in the coasi-phrasc, as thick as butiei> 
milk ; and, Qu tile hmd, answered exactly 
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fo the well-known ^seriptiori of rain called 
a drmk; better tinderetood by English* 
travellers under the denbrnination of a 
’Scotch Mist; it hung dark upon—or still, to 
take advantage of the Edininouth dialect, 
it boodit the braes; and, like a drop-hcene 
half drawn up, it gave all the sublimity 
which arises from obscure indistinctness to. 
the cloud eapt hills,’* and welkin lash¬ 
ing oceanv —the chief objects abSut Edin- 

'IS. I ^ 

mouth* A good dinner and a bottle of 
wine contribute astonishmjgly towards mak¬ 
ing man wea|||i^ tights The gentlemens 
thought so, and pushed^ferward it 'spite of 
appearances. An excursion of about half 
a mile, however, suggested the idea that^ 
even fortified as they were against a hazy 
atmosphere, and prJ^ared to set coughs, 
and colds, and rhaumatisms at defiance, yet 
th^y might sit as' comfortably in the inn, 
without being wetted, as if'soaked to the 
skin. Without njuch hesitation they adopt¬ 
ed tiie idea, and were pfbceeding to act up- 
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tiVk it, when tiieir notice, was attracted by a 
duet, strongly, but not disagreeably exe¬ 
cuted by invisible performers* “ It must be 
4the spirit of the mountains,—*-stop tiib ttie 

mist rolls back, we shall see anoth^ vision 

•*» 

of Mirza ;~no ! it’s from the sea—it comes 
from tbte liea; it is the Water Kelpies m\x^ 
sic ! Again, another dying—dy ing strain.’’ 
After listening for some time^ the soun^ds,. 
evidently froin the sea, came nearer, and 
they heard distinctly two welUtuned male 
leading voices at souk? distance from each 
other, singing in parts. Sir John Malcolm, 
and several others, male* and female, join¬ 


ing in the chorus. While they we|^ stand- 

• •, 

big listening and admiring the idusic, an 


old sailor coming forward, they tpcjiiired at 
him, who they were that sot merrily 
engaged in such a disagreeable evening. 


« They are the draggers. Sir; dragging for 
oysters, ye canna see them for the haar/* 
On pursuing their inquiry, tbef learned 
that the draggers are the only remnafit of 
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provisatorl known ijn the country ; that they 
are indebted to tradition for th^ tune and 
‘ the chorus; but the subject of the son|^ is 
* a!ways taken from any passinj^f circumstance 
of their oqpupation, and wa-^ commonly uri- 
premeditated, with very little attention to 
the rules of metre; but sometimes they con¬ 
tained a considerable portion of rough hu- 
•mour, though not remarkable for delicacy. 

I'hescV said Bruce, “ are some of the de¬ 


scendants of the Scalds, I suppose/ 

«« Yes, Sir, they can scald not a bad 
fist when they begin; but I don't think 
they re at that set of it just now^’ 

" Do you4|nderstand what they are sing¬ 
ing now/’asked^ Captain Bruce, smiling at 


the sailor’s remark; ^ I’^ould like to hear 

r ^ I 

a specimen 6f ^jeir sea eclogues/’ The 
The seaman haVirig replied iii the affirma¬ 


tive, willingly lent his assistance ; and, with 


some exertion, they succeeded in oljtaining 


what the^ found considerably more difficult 
to understand than to repeat* 
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liook ye east an’ look ye wast, 

, Jgoan’ago*, 

An’ look je vreel about the coast, 

Iram coram ^ago. 

X4onk ayont an’ up an* do^vn^ 

Igoan’ago^ 

Do^ it sink, or does it sounie ? 

Iram coram dago. 

Ha’ yon jgotten ony'bite ? 

Igo an’ ago. 

I’ve seen neither black nor while, 

Iram coram dago. 

Cast the drag, an’ cast agaiir, 

[go an ago} 

Let os ken what ye ha*e fa^en, 

Ivattt coratn dago.-^—— iUn^tn^ 

\ ^ 

^ ^ : 

This kind of strain continued for a con- 

% ' 

siderable time, ai|d was, succeeded by the 
€(j[ually famed vohiniary ‘ Oh for |he trum- ' 
peter that sits on yonder bill*’ a starting 
line like that of the SiciUan marii^rs hymn 
to the Virgin, used as a prologue to a wonder¬ 
ful variety “of per forinancest/amatory, ,cxc- 
cratory, and piatory ; but as neither of the 
Gentlemen were furhisbed with commoji 
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place books at the, time, and endeavoured 
in vain to repeat afterwards what they had 
listened to with ixiuch nttchtion, it would 

^ fc- " 

•be worse than needless in us to attempt to 
impose uppn^ the good sense of the" reader 
by any of our own fabrications;' The lis¬ 
teners understood from their communica¬ 
tive companion, that the lines which we 
Jiave copied, ^ere not so imknportant as 
they may at first sight appear-^particularly 
in hazy weather,season the drag- 
gers take to look after ^ certain little 
bladders usually kttached to small kegs 
of Nantz, or any other liquohtiiat improv¬ 
es by lying in salt water—as they pointed 
out the latitudes' the said bladders, as 

i ' 

- * 

also the bearings of Che coast, and a number 
of other particnlars very useful to these 
kind of sea-faring people, but of very little 
importance' 16 clasps of the com- 

inunity, ^ . 

Mttiravon and!finice,to whom all this infer- 

• f * 

mation was perfectly^ hew—heard in pro- 
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found sil^ce, tl^ specter ,^jio contributed^ 
to keep alive attention by broken sentencea'- 
expressed tuotST—iand the flatteipr gOi^ 
ccunmonlj practised by the lowest -et of 
human brings, who own the reasoning fa. ^ 
culty, upon ^ose who lay claiin to the' 
highest exercise of the intellectual powers^, 
and in which they are always successful- 
such as—“Sir, we needna’ tell you”-.-** ye., 
ken far better than us*'-" yes. Sir,”—that^s^ 

very true,”—“thatV a good obsa-yation,” * 

“ weel I wad never hae^j^ought on that if 
you hadna mentioned it yoursel*”—and a ■ 
number of sinulai- observations, w^icb wen ' 
of superior ; minds take as the incense 
s-iieir “ superior.minds,” exact from the"' 


adoration of the vulgfr,''^d wbicbj^. S£oteh 
vulgar lavishly expend/as an ^t|i^ ,of coi»- 
mcrce from which thi^. ^peci to ireceive a 
return of at least five ^uikIi^ P{^. c^t. 

Whatever might have, b^b the balance 
of tWs current account of d^eit between 

the paMics~—whether Muiravon and Co. 
VoL. I. D 
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I 

4 night hpe been brought m debtors to the 
extent of half a mutchkin of whisky, or es¬ 
caped the penalties of a meditaiio fugae by 
repaying on the spot epithets to the amount 
of what had been expended upon them— 
we cannot say, for the interesting colloquy 
was broken in upon by some hew personages. 

Far the deel are ye gaun man ? an' 
fat are ye deein amapg ma fush ? fa brought 
ye stoitin’ there ?* 

** I rh sure I canna tell you,” replied a 
speaker, the muskS of whose voice*~-— 

I 

Music is the term used to signify the 
Middlesex combination of sounds styled by 
them English, and it cannot bq misapplied 
when used to distinguish a similar assem- 

' k. k 

blage of. barbaric notes, in w^hiich Scots, 

* 11 ^ 

French, and Italian, strove for .in^stery~ 

K 

the music of whq|p voice startled even the 
ear of the Qoionet^^ accustomed as he was 
to foreign accents.' 

** Fm sure I canna tell, but 1 dare say 
the Deil did bring me here—for, for as far 
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as I liae travelled^ I never put fit on the 
like o' this ground. It’ll neither do for man 
nor beast.” 

I 

Haud aff yer lang speldrin’ legs there-- 
na he's takin' up a haddock at ilka spur en’— 
far*s he guan now—d'ye mi^an to buy ?” 

The two officers, who had their dialogue, 
interrupted by this Babylonish intermix¬ 
ture of Buchan and Fife dialects, and 
who perceived the interlocutors, like the 
sea shore deities of Sannazarius, or rather 
like the genius and the fisherman in the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments, invelloped 
in the shroud of a sea smoke, advanced to 
reconnoitre iheir persons more narrowly. 

flanging over the bow, or stern—no mat-' 
ter, it would answer for either—^f a‘ long 
fishing yaul—tarred bp :the sidei^ and half 
filled with cod and ling,^ arouitd which lay, 
scattered on the shof^e, a quantity of the 
same kind of fish half dried—was a tall 
raw-boned figure, with a dirty flannel night 
cap on his bead, which stuck upon a few 
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uncombed tufts of red .hair, scarcely dis^ ^ 
putcd possession of thei territory with the 
,tawney fingers by which its repose was in¬ 
cessantly disturbed- 7 -a pair* of trawsers» 
which might probably have once looked like 

white, but which were now only distinguish- 

<' *<■ » • .*1 

ed from black, by being a shade lighter 
than an embroidery of pitch, daubed on inch 
thick, covered his two supporters, and over 
the whole was thrown a large ' guide 
Ijirown cloakie,’’ intended to i^rve the dou- 
bie purpose of watilb coat or blanket; he 
accompanying, with .the iripst violent gesii- 
culation, the rhetoriiSiltf which we have given 
a specimen—addressed tb a personage ti^lio 
had got intangled among his property, and 
who 'was very cooly endeavouring to ex- 
tcicate liimsclf, by ;tb8smg and tumblifig 
about all tlii^ valua||}|e meFchandi^j^i^ . 

This personage, as^e shall; me^^witb himV 

I ■■ 

afterwards, we. shall •• gie h fiew marl^ to- 
ken him by /»—WBs pne^ who might 
p^sed for lang dragoon** retired 
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service. lie had a Wilitary air, and 

’ » 

though now brol^en down, was' so ac- 

custoiiiccl to walk erect, that an old female 

friend said of him she didna believe he 
■ 

had seen the buckles in his slioon for a M:ore 


O’ years ; —his face was of the grave sa¬ 
turnine cast, though tlie abstraction of his 
ie‘etli from their casements gave to its lower 
compartment a ludicrous expression, by Ics-' 
sening tne gradation between the superior 
and inferior branches of his physiognomy. 


and rendered the intimacy between nose and 
cliiii more close, than became the propriety of 
conduct belonging to their different stations 
—his. shoulders too, threatened to get ac- 
nuainied with the backside of bis head,” 
which latter only avoided too mu^h fami- 
liarky^ ,;jfcj^r|Uiidln|^$h^ tp incline 
from ^.gPpendicul^l^^;^ the lower jaw 
to looj^V downward breast 'as its 

point of rest, in the tan^iage of Edinmouth, 

' , V ^ ^ * * 

which we have occasicHE^ally adopted, he 
was “ bowl shouther^ .^entit wi» 
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his head, an* was #fngle-ey’d forbyc.” Bill 

\ 

in spite of all these untoward circumstan¬ 
ces, it was clear that Fintram (the boat- 
' man's name) had acquired , a considerable 
degree of-respect for the “ stramper on’s 
fush, ’ who wore buckskin breeches, new 
boots, and tlie remainder of whose apparel 
was perfectly agreeable to the unift;nn of 
•his undcr-sheathing; for,, by the time 
lonel Muiravon and Rrucc came within talk¬ 
ing bounds, they heard the red-haired son 
of the North, who had usurped the great¬ 
est share of the conversatiori, in a sweet 
and gentlemany tone, mild as the delight- 
fur Highland* flagellet, the stock-an-liorir, 
addressing the upright shell of the antiqua¬ 
ted semblance of a warrior, 

I’m sheer I ^d na be uncivil to pny 
gentleman,—Fye Phullie, fm* are ye; fute 
man !**' then stopping' a little, he proceeded 
with vehemence—^ Fan I get a phnp o’ ye, 
there’s Tta w’^asp bike stick i’ the ruiicle o’ 
your huisdies, I’se warrant.” Again he turned. 
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in Norlin arig’er to thp gentleman, who 
had unhooked some of the salted fish from 
the ro\Ycls of his spurs. 

• I m sae vcxt I canna get awa w.i’ ye* 

^ ' 

~tliat blastit wonnear, I ken na far he’s 
gain tec; but he’s fin’ the saftest ply o’ a 
rape-yarn fan he comes back;-—^l3ut that. 

macks na, I canna get him the now ;---far 

' « , 

the deel can he hae gaen;—I canna mak it 
out ava;—Fm sorry I canna lat you see the 
roii4 ;—no that I care for the drink, but ye 
see 1 canna leave the boatie—stop a wccock, 
ye wad na be the war o’ a bunch o speldrins 
to chew by the road—see, there s a fine ane; 
Fse no tak nac mair frae you than aught- 
pence forjhe haill—I got a shillin’ for three, 
I’m sure a hantle war, nae lang sin sme~ 
de’el tak that callan^l far can he ^’e gaen ? 
—^its a braw sappy fush—r-ye’II be gawn to 
M^Bain’s nae doubt—I’ll maybe come to 
you—Fute aye! fute aye! here comes Phul 
Tingle, I'll can gae wi’ you yet—O man! 
Phul^ did naye see our PhuUIe; or wad ye 
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wait a minute till Ji gae the length o’ the 
Scots Thusile wi’ this man here; he’s lost 
the wye.” 

“ Ye nccdna mind leaving your boat/' 
said Tangle, the sailor who had come along 
with Ccnptain Bruce and Colonel Muiravon, 
but who had ‘ bore a-head’ like a thirty-six 
cruizing as the satellite of tw'^o seventy four’s 
“ ril pilot him to the inn. ’ 

“ That’s true,"! ken fine ye could do t: 
but ye see weVe a wee bit o' buzziness tul 
sattle atTi een’s, sae I wad need ging m} sel.’* 
You may ging yourscl’ then an be 
d—d, answered Tangle, roughly, who im¬ 
mediately comprehended the extent of Fin- 
tram’s ‘ buzzine*s; but, turning to the o- 
ther—If you’ve lost your reckoning, Old 
Boy, and. want to get to a safe anchorage*, 
which, as you’re a little crank i the cop, J 
perceive you wuuld’nt be the worse of in a 
night like this, I’ll shoty you a snug birth, 
as I just pass the door of the Scots Thi^- 
tie at any rate. 
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c|g] 


But IVe been dirtyiii a’ the fish,” said 
the stranger, and I. promised to’gie' the 
boatman a dram, if he would shew me the 
^yay to the house.” 

Aye,,aye, every body knows* Ned Fin- 
tram, he would not go a cable's length out 
of his course for nothing, to serve, the Apos¬ 
tle Paul r come ^long with me.” 

‘‘ Stay,” cried Ned, “ stay, -here’s the’ 

* * % 

callant coming. Ye needna be in sic a 
hurry, Phule Tingle, we may a’ ging the»- 
gither an’ get a share o’t.” 

Phullie! Deil b'on you,” shaking hk fist 
at a boy who was coming very leisuHy 

t ' 

along-—for ha’e ye b^n an’ fa^s kcepit 

you?” - v:: 


Was na I at THnle’s 
ment o’ that quarter o* 
a bare-head and bare-footed callahf, in a tone 


strongly resembling that of his -^int^oga- 
tijr^s, scratching his^ liefid at the shlli'e: time— 
an' he’s na at hame naeth^r.” ' ' 

Aye, I wat, an’ thaPs as true, fat 


D 3 
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^urt me forget that—weel as fm gaum 
that road at ony rat^ Tse ca* tee, heMl: 
maybe be come in or that time—bide ye an’ 
tak care an’ let nane o’ our fush .be stoun— 

I wad likb woel to ken ance fats come o’ 
that muckle een tee at had a rug out o’ 
the taeside o!t^-see an its no lyin^ about 
on 3 > wye ” 

‘s. ' 

The tall figure who seemed a stranger in 
the place, whither bewildered or charmed- 
by Fintram’s rhetoric,, had borne but a- 
small share in the conversation, w hen him¬ 
self and his immediate interest was the sub¬ 
ject, hastily lent in a word when he saw 

y 

some appearefUce of a new colloquy com- 

‘ I 

mencingi 

** If you ^an/to let me see the road the 
night, do Sac at ance, an’ if no you can stay,, 
an’ I’ll gang wi! this honest man.” 

I’m reddy,. I’m reddy now, my mannie,” 
said Fintram,. throwing himself out of‘ the 
boat, liut its the mist ’ll no lei you see 
tJie road, sae ye needna wyte mo..’’ Then. 
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seizing the stranger by the arm, he and 
Tangle, along with him, took the road to 
, M^Bain’s. 

• ^ 

/ The only part of their conversation by 
the way which was audible, 'Ctras 'Kangle 
from time to time repeating half singing 
half siveanbg, * Steady boys, steady.’ Cap¬ 
tain Bruce and the Colonel, who had been 
silent spectators, when they saw the c^al- 
cade move of, retraced their steps towards 
the Inn, and entered the main door, short¬ 
ly after the worthy triumvirate had cleared 
the side posts of that of the kitchien. 
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CHAPTER Yt 


The grevioQs yoke of y«p«i^ge; the yoke of private litlEir 

the fantastic di^ant 
Of absolute submission, teuents vile, 

IVhich slaves would Mush to own! and « hidi, reduced' 
To practice, always kooesl nature sbecks. 

i TllOUSUN. 


Mviravon and Bruce fbund their room, 
when they returned,. exRctly as they had? 
left it—bottles and glhssei in staiu quo 
uii possideii^» b,eiiig the uniform 
basis" of ^l/Pii^as’ he^ociations with his 

' t I 3 , • • * 

guests—4if ^ of their- 

arrangement## be disturbed during thek 
temporary^ absences unless when they de- 
sired it, which bur two gentlemen had’ 

omitted to do—for the Landlord of the 

/ 

TbiaUe had. not been initiated into the fa> 
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9hi(mable and elegant, doctrine of some of 
the first establishments in other places—he 
did not consider every bottle of Wine his 
own, upon which his guests had merely 
turned their backs for a moment, and al¬ 
though he had no abjections to use his ut* 
most endeavours to aid them in swelling 
their bills by lending his paunch, a receiver 
of no ordinary dimensions—yet he always 
wislied his visitants to see the disposal of 
the liquors fbr which tliey were to pay; 
and if they did order*—a ridiculous prac¬ 
tice in those days—if they did <l^er what 

r 

they could not possibly use th^selves— 

i 

merely for the purpose of leading stale 
trash to be rebottled and'served up again to 
the next comer, Enaeas always willed them 
to be satisfied before he rotnotifed the re- 
fjiaindef's, 

- * 

Were guests always equally attentive 

to remainders^ they would perhaps find 
a Tavern bill sometimes look like a Tai¬ 
lor’s, when the item, silk, twisty and 
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binding \h dedttcted-^-or weife young Gen¬ 
tlemen who cannot take that trouble, to 
.follow the laudable example qf a Buck of the 
North country and ** destroy what they can¬ 
not drink, since alf mu&tbe paid for”—even^ 
tliat would be of use^4t would prevent an 
abuse as frequdnt in Hotels as in the War Of¬ 
fice—the frequent return of paper recruits. 
We have thrown out these two hints, and, 
huinbry hoping that they will not be treated 
as Franklin oomplains that Poor Robin’s ad* 
vices, and the generality qf good sermo^^s 

usually are^praised and neglected, we shall 

* » 

cesuine the ** thread of odr ,story,” to use 
an Addisonian expression, or we shall ** tak. 

s \ 

up the steeks we ba!h let doun, an’ gae on 
wi' otir wark,” in the more humble phrase¬ 
ology of North Country stocking knitters. 

Muiravon, and’ Bruce, never expecting 
that they would be made to ** shine in sto- 
ly,’’ did what any persons in their situation, 
equally unsuspicious of their high destinies^ 
would have done, when they re-entered the* 
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worn where they had dined' and'spent the 
afternoon,—they put off their great coats, 
and sat down. 

Tired with their walk,, and a little hum- 
drumishf they reuiained. for a while in$ 
indolent vacuity of thought,’^ the one en- 
couraging the gutters in the candle,, by 
taking the snuffers^ and with their pointy. 

' I 

raising dams around the wick, till the melt* 
ed grease broke down the brittle mound,^ 
and fluted, the column. The o^r sketch¬ 
ing, fantastic Ihcesdn'the shining surface of 
a clear mahogany table,.with the wine which, 
had been spilt during the evening, and in- 

eurring the curses of th^, maid. Whose dutjr 

\ 

it was to efface the idlb caricatiwes in the 
morning. At last the CoIonel| whfb. w^as 


tJie Hogarth of the* hour, havii^ acciden> 
tally succeeded in turning tlie Windings, of 
a small streamlet of Port which flowed from 
the fosse that had gathered around, one of 
the. wine decanters, into the rude ouUine 

of a harsh profile, distantly resembling tbe^ 

\ 
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stroirgly ^rked features of the last of the 
Stuarts. 

, ‘‘ I think,” said he, as he pointed it out 
to Captain Bruce, I have caught tlie con- 

I 

tour of our run-a-way king’s countenance 
by cliance.*' 

‘‘ I dare say there is some kind of like¬ 
ness to the ill-looking scoundrel,” replied 
the Captain, smiling; “you have drawn 
him as he deserved,-~ln lineaments of blood ; 
aye, and in blood wantonly spilt too—I 
have often wondered at' the attachment of 
our fathers to that wretched family, who 
were the ^eause of so much misery to our 
unhappy country ” 

“ So have I,’* answered Muiravon, “ es¬ 
pecially when I consider the manner in 
which tliemost disinterested attachment— 
the most uncorruptible fidelity—and the most 
generous devotion to their persons and ser¬ 
vice were uniformly rewarded. When I 
think of the want of every high and noble 
sentiment in the first Charles, who, under 
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any circuitnstances could allow himself to 
acquiesce in the death of Strafford,, and liis 
despicable meanness of soul, that v, as not 
•raised to an clevatum beyond the rc^ph of. 
^ every personal consideration by the last 
touching letter of that nobleman; vi hen I 
thi ik on the atrocious ingratitude of his 
son, the second Charles, to the men who had 
h^izardod their Hves forhim~who had suf¬ 
fered eonlirations and exile, rather than re¬ 
nounce their allegiancewhen I think of 
the conduct of the Krhole inwards the- Scot¬ 
tish nation, of their total disregard to, liber¬ 
ty in every shape, civil, ecclesiastical, do¬ 
mestic, and personal~when I think of the 
merciless inquisition introduced into the bo¬ 
som of every—even the lowest family in 
vSi^otland, 1 am more than astonished^—my 
soul feels indignant at the idea, that any of 
my ancestors should have lost Jthdr lives 
and lionours for such a of diiscrcantsy 

I 

or for any of the name. 

When JNIuiravon had finished his philip- 
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pic, Bruce, with a ludicrous expression of 
condolei^ce, rej)eated the Laird of Knock- 
speiidie 9 , prayer, " Oh, if my grandmother 
.had J[>een a Campbells gudc-dochter, and 
poured but the boiling pan into the auld 
Carl's boots till she had brought them off 
skin an* a’, I would have been Laird of 
Knockspendie!” , ^ 

. In making this irreverent quotation, 
Bruce, alluded, perhaps, too lightly to one 
of the most aggravating circumstances in 
the family history of the Muiravons, during 
the unfbrtunate times of 174*5. The old 
Earl, who was a man of a mild inoffensive 
disposition, and who was generally under¬ 
stood to be a favourer of the House of 
Brunswick, had resisted all solicitations 
to join either party, and wpuld, so said re¬ 
port, have kept himself entirely aloof 
during the struggle, had sit not been for 
his wife. 

lie had allowed, as we have noticed, his 
son to enter into the Royal Army ; and his 
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lady, who openly abetted the Prince, irri¬ 
tated beyond all reasonable bounds ai this 

circumstance, would g'ive her lord no rest, 

»» 

•till he cither recalled liis son or “ raise ’, 
Tiimself. And the battle of Falkirk having 
unfortunately enforced the* arguments of 

K 

the .battle of Preston, he, in an evil hour 
[j^ielded to liis wife's persuasion, and bal¬ 
ancing the ititere^sts of iiis family, joined 
that force to which the battle of Gulloden 

* t 

V, V 

has now; finally affixed^ the epithet of 
Rebel. - , ^ ' 

I understand yotir aHusion,” Muiravon 
replied gravely, “ If she had only had as 
much common sensCj I might have had some 
more'substantial reasons for being attached, 
to the reigning House, but 1 could have 
had no stronger aversion—I could nol have 
been more decidedly, more disinterestedly 
liostile to the principles which justly Ipst 
Ihe Stuarts the throne of these realms, 

I 

than I am’—and notwiUistanding yoiw.; 

*!■ 

sneer/'— 
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** Upon my honour, Muiravon, I meant 
no sneerj only the old west country phrase 
struck me so ludicrously at the moment, 

I ^ • * 

-that for the head of me I could not resist 
repeating it—I would have done so, had 
my own ancestors been the exciting ob¬ 
jects.” 

“ Aye, 

MM ^ 

£rgo toa mra maocBrnit. 

But you know perfectly well, that I owe* 
owe no gmtitude to the Georges—it is not 
their hereditary right t^t I would defend, 
but it is them as chief Magistrates of a free 
country—as guardians of the principles 
which brought them to the throne, and 
•which keeps them there. Should they, 
ever like the Stuarts, send spies through 
the country, should they ever send traitors 
to deceive the unthinking, then hang 
these whoiu they have deceived and inter- 
cominune the rest—Should they ever take 
out, like them, a lawburrows against 
their subjects, let them share the fate of the 
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Stuarts,—the sword I now weild for them, 
I should turn against them—^but till then 
—till they choose themselves—or what is 
.the same thing, till' their sycophants do it 

»• ' ' f \'if I 

* • ^ f ' 

,ibr them- 7 >till they choose to separate what 
our fathers joined—their own interests and 

* 'j. > '' f * I.' 

the liberty of the country till then I shall 
—fill a bumper—drink the healthy of King 
George—Now I think we had better get 

' ' 9 

supper and go to bed. ' . 

The supper was veiy easily discussed > 
and a little uproar in the kitchen, which 
only attracted sufficient notice iio .make 
Muiravon ask “ what was going onM parade 
below stairs?"* and Bruce to reply, " some 

- i'j * ^ • 

defaulters a little unruly at roU^call, I 

if- 

suppose; as they were going tovbed, was 
the only other incident worra feci^ 




The two travellers were^ early risers, 
and having dressed, i^ey went- into the 
room they hkd occupied the night before, 
exjpeeting that some'^e"would be ready to 
receive them, but dli^was still, the doors of 
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the different public rooms were standing 
half open as they passed, and the fragpnents 
of the evening’s cntertainnaent were still 
..remaining' upon the tabled; the apai^mcnts. 
were yet unventilated—^tbe chairs were in 

disorder—the fires hardly extinguished— 

$ 

some of the glasses broken—and the spilt 
. contents .mingled with crumbs of half-de¬ 
molished biscuit, grease, and candlc-snuff- 
ings, betokened the late sederunt of an over- 
convivial meeting in one apartment; a little 
more methodical confusion in another, 
shewed that it had been occupied by graver 
tenants; but in all the testimonials which 
had been left of the evening's hilai ity, and 
which the darkness of the ill-admitted 
morning light, would scarcely allow a pas¬ 
senger to distinguish, sufficiently accounted 
for the want of early attendance ; and the 
Colonel had sufficilht time to explore the 
various roams before repeated applications 
to the bell, produced any effect in the dor¬ 
mitory* At last Enasas made his appear^ 
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ance in a piw of «boes down in tbe heels, 
without stockings, with a Kilmarncck cowl 
on his head^ and the bristles on his superior 
.lip starting through a layer of brown snuff; 
pulling up his breeches, the only garments 
he had on, rubbing his eyes, and roaring 
lustily “ Lizzy, Tam, Jean,*«r^re ye a’ deal*, 
or dead, or sleepin; d’ye no hear the bell, 
its been ringin this hour an’ maira 
shrill voice accompanied this apparition, 

4 

evidently emitted from a tube of as stout 
texture, though of smaller diameter, which 
remained in. the room whence issued 
Enaeas, never war poor folk trystit wi* 
sic a set o lazy gulde4br-naething neer- 
do-weel’s.” 

> 

t 

Coniin, comin,” were heard ill hollow 
murmers from distant underground recesses. 
—Bruce who ivas highly delighted with th6 
sights and sounds, completed the concert 
by an overwhelming thorough bas^i which 
he effected by forcing the huge hall door to 
grate backwards and forwards over a Btra*» 
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turn of ill pounded sand which the .servant 
girl had libeirally strewed behind it before 
going to becL 

“ Comin! comih 1 so is Christmas,”* conti- 

II 

lined the aforesaid shrill pipe, attempting 
to imitate the drawling sleepy tones which 
were gradually approximathig the cen^e of 
attraction. - 

■“So I am comin as fasts I can,” was 

I 

echoed again to the last remark, and echo 

* * 

presented himself, personihed in the bodily 
—or as was said of the' charges brought 
against our immaculate Commander-in* 
chief, during the now for^mtten Mary Ann 
Clerk business—ih the “tangible,’ shape 
of Boot6\ , ' " ^ 

This Boots was nothing else than a stout 
“ haflin laddie, " the hostler's son hv a first 
marriage, at least he was gi’en to him, 
though he was caffed after “ our master,” 
and ho was the scape goat of the wliole 
establishivieiit.—Were any of the candles 
left burning in the rooms—“ I telt ^iiae to 
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pit them out’^ was the waiters excasc~ 

** Nanny, why did’nt you answer that bell, 

and show the gentleman to his bed?’~ 

“ Eu« never said it Was ringin,** brought 

• 

off Nan—“Ostler * how came you not to caH 
me this morning “ That stupid sleepy- 
beadit idiot, Enie, didna waken me But 
En;e exemplified a saying of M^Groul's, the 
only man who ever gave him any consola¬ 
tion,—“ his back was made meet for the bur¬ 
den.” ' 

When poor Ense put down the boots in 
the passage, he exhibited a front which pled 
strongly in mitigation of punishment; hts 
left eye was hermcticalljr sealed, |and his 
right was surrounded by n brilliant halo, the 
^*iily variegated feature in his face» the o- 
thers being shaded by a blackings known 
in Scotland antecedently either to Day and 
Martin's, or Warren’s, dndfthough unpntent- 
ed, equally shining—the dre^ ot* soqr small 
beer, thickened from the bottom of the pot, 
with which Earn made the leather eommiC^ 
VoL. I - E ‘ / 
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ted to his care, resplendent, and with which 
he framed the doxioino he usually wore. 

You have been at the wars last night. 
I see, Boots»'' said Captain Bruce to the 
unfortunate youth, “ How came you by 
these eyjtfs?” , . . , < 

^ The lang foreign, gentleman,’’ replied 
Boots, like a Higlander, an’ no like a 
Highlander neither, that came in wi’ Will 
Tangly the sailor, an’ the North Country 
boatman, was a wee unruly;~we had enough 
ado to get him to gang to his bed.-^he was 
aye'for se*in our master whither we would 
or no; and^ because I wadna let him, he 
turned uncivil wi* his hands.” The waiter, 
who had alsb betki . roused by the serenade 
came at lengthy with a gr^at appearance 
of activity; and, cutting short Ense's sto- 
ry^ desir^ him to run and waken the host¬ 
ler, in order to the carriage ready for 
the gentlemen. Then, addressing himself 
to them, he apologized to them for not hav¬ 
ing been,up earlier, by telling them~“ that 
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he had been so late kept out of bed by some 
company;’.’—at^ concluded by hoping that 
they had not been disturbed by the noise, 
which was'^occasioned by a squabble be* 
tween the foreigner and Will Tangle.^ 
The stranger had, it seems, been remark¬ 
ably kind to'^his two new friends^ and treat* 

' / , V 

ed them plentifully lirith whisky and strong 
ale; which Fintram, who did not wish to 

j 

be long abhept from his boat, had pushed 
about with great rapidity while he sat—^but 
soon left them.' Tangle, however, relish¬ 


ing both the Stranger’s company and his li- 
quor, had prolonged his stay till the fiimeS 
took complete possession of his scemee; the 
stranger’s faculties being also perfectly mys* 
tified, hs he had confused them a little pre* 
viously to the meeting ; tW two thus* pre>« 
pared for taking into their dohsidergtion any 
intricate subject, which'l^equires cool dis¬ 
cussion, such as religibn or politics,* chose 
the latter, and beleagured’ the French as 
cordially, and with as much discrimination^, 
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and bestowed upon thejm as many well-ap¬ 
plied epithets as • either the Times, the 
Morning Post, or Courier newspaper, after 
.it can^ into pay, ever 4idr-«so far so well; 

i> ^» 

the bands grew the tighter the more they 

were wet;” but Tangle, like all zealots, 

' ' 

not content with abusing his naturaf' 
enemies, as, of all nations with whom we ever 
go to war, the French are styled so by way 
of pre-eminence—proceeded to curse all 
with whom they ever had had any con- 
ncxion, and Anally concluded by compre¬ 
hending them in an anathema along with 

» sf 

the trium-demon-virate since obsolete—^the 
Devil, the Pope, and the Pretender, The ma^ 
lediction hmi not all the good eifects intend¬ 
ed by Tangle—it operated in a quite oppo¬ 
site direction on the almo^ dormant pow- 
ers of the stranger, who appeared to recal 
some coherency of ^eech, solely on purpose 
to return tenfold, on someabsent^^e, the curses 
which Tangle had dealtwith no sparing hand, 
though, on whom he meant them to light. 
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could only be coHected 6y an attempt at whist- 
ling, tlie “ Sow^s tail to Geordie,’' after 
-liis tongue began to faiilter in its office. 
* Tangle, loyal to the back-bone, was about 
to evince iiis attachment to his hin:i liv ma- 

W 0 


nual argument, when the waiter and Boots 

interfered; and^ with much persuasion, and 
' ' ' ' ‘ , 
some force, .got* him to go liome, and the 

stranger to go to bed; ‘ in which last service 

poor Boots had received his honourable scars. 

£n.'eas, who had before gone into his room 

again, to«compldfe|ii$ dresisiiig, Wh;^i he saw 

the wait<a^ bkilj^ifati^yed, 

and catAe “booSa' abd vk tite 

waiter was ^nishingli^ i^i^at hf <^e fracas. 

^ Who is this iftait tliat^s gi’eii us a’ sae 

■ -V r -v- If. 

muckle trouble.” said M^ain, ^ ye ,was 
sayin’ he wanted to see me ? \V^re oblig¬ 
ed to keep an open do<)^ 5 : Mr Bru^, for a* 
isomers, and its that whiles maks a public 
no very agreeable; but (to the,wmter) it 
was wrang in you to tak? in sae muckle 
drink to the gentleman ; ye might hae seen 
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he had gotten enough before he ga’ed out; 
an' if I had been in the way, I wad ha set 
Tangle about his busness lang or yan time 
‘—but what did he want wi me ? 1 never saw' 
the man between the een afore, that 1 ken o'. ’ 
“ Hell tell you that bimsel, answ^ered, 
the waiter, “ but he looked very angry 
like, and said, he didna expect that Enseas 
M‘Bain wad ever allowed him to be af¬ 


fronted in his house, and when we wadna 
let him into your room, he sw^re like a 
dragoon, atid mastly felled ap^ said if his 


cousin Hector bad ,.beei/ alive ^ w'ad hae 
sleepit on his floor-hea^^ he wad a 

stayed another miniijte in your house.” 

Hectbf! ivhai^ Hector!” said 

Captain BruOe ed^rl|ei,^ * 

“ Hector M^Naugntbn, the Barrowmap, 
that was killed here the ither year—h^ 
some friend cf his it seems.” « 


I 

^ Saunders M*Naughton I Saunders 
M^Naughton I (exclaimed M‘Bain) it i£ 
just hiisn, wbatfbre did he no tell me his 
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i^me ? Ye’ll no speak about gaun awa now, 
till ye see him, Mr Bruce, he kensnar bet¬ 
ter about a' your friends than 1 do.’‘ 

It h a very lucky coincidence,’ * re¬ 
marked Colonel Muiravon, ‘'that we should 
, be here on the day of his arrival, the 
very person you wish to catch hold of. ’ 
Waiter, go and tell the hostler,’’ said 
Mr Bruces to the fellow who was standing* 
on tiptoe with the door in bis hand, ratrh- 
every stray sylTaMe that escaped the speak¬ 


ers, that we’ll let him know when the 
chaise is wanted. We breakfast 'frith you, 
—and inform me when,,the foreigi} g€i(itlc- 


Im. 


• lan is out* of bed«4 w^h.to «ee 
Tbejwaiter was hardly dow& stairs, when 
the chaise drove up, , and the h#tler an¬ 
nounced that the carri%e was ready. 

‘‘ It has been Countermanded/* said 
iPa^tain Bruce, Til fell you when ife 

^ f 

wanted—you have been very puoctual, I, 
^ thought you had’nt been out of bed yet.*' 

I hae been out o* my .bed an hour an’ 
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mair,** said the hostler, ” for that lai^ 
stranger man that was for figbten last pight 
rappit me up to get his horse.” 

‘‘vWliat said ye ?” cried with a 

look of angry impatience^ ** isv Saunders 
M‘Naughtoii awa.” 

“ I ken na what yc ca’ him^” returned, 
the hostler, “ but it was him that gaed 
'£nee tlu‘ blue keikers, for he’s left a sbil** 
ling to him,’^ 

Whether Saunders had felt himself af¬ 
fronted at being refused admittance ta Mr 
M^Bain, or whether he was ashamed to 
show face on account of the outrage he had' 
committed the preceding nighty is of little 
consequence; but long before any jierson 
in the house was stirriijig, be had arij^n 
and got the hostler, who was rewardedjby 
an extra fee, to give him his horse, and ro^e 
ofir, in what direction could not be ascer¬ 
tained,—the only other fact which was 
drawn from the hostler, on his cross-exam 
ination, was, that ^ naething. was paid lu 
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Mm* the corn an* ttie hay, an’ a shil¬ 
ling for Enae,’* ’ 

** Na, na/£t1bas’na be« our Saunders/’ 

• I 

said jVPBain in a mortified tone, and *witb * 


a rueful aspect^ on receiving the unwelcome 

* i* m 

intelligence. 

^ Wha let the villain awa, before he 
saw whether a’ was paid or' ncr?” came 

I ^ ^4 

from the treble in the bedchamber. 

“ Ttien, Colonel,” sud Bruce, putting 
an end to the rising storm, '* we may as 
well proceed, and leave to BIr BI^fBain the 
task of finding out for us, whether tliis was 
our Saundeirs’ or not,—4f it be^,; I auger 
no good from his first appear&Bce.t 

BI'Bain having promised to en¬ 

deavours, Muiravo^ ^md Cupwh ^rue'e set 


oat on their joiii^ey to coiuity town, 

i^ere Bruce’s Regimeni^Jd^' iU; barracks.; 
they 'were to be revievi^ iu .a fi?w days, 
and Muiravon projposed waiting tO see the 
• RevievA ■ 

E 3 
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CHAPTER VXL 


That gallant badge, the dear cockade, 
y&u^re welcome for tbe sake oM. 

SoLDiEA'a RaxCiiV' 


The — — — Regiment of- Light Horse was 
one of the most respectable under the Cro wdi^ 
Ae majority of the Officers were men of 
fortune, and all were Gentlemen by birth 
or education. In order to avoid those dis¬ 
agreeable drcumstances, which sometimes 
occur in Regiments where the officers mess 
together, and wheire the subalterns have 
nothing besides their pay to subsist upon,. 
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and where the Ensign pays as much for his 
dinner as the Colonel—^tbe Officers from 
the Colonel to the Cornetj> subscribed each 
one day’s pay, which went into a general* 
fund, out of which the expences of the mess 
were defrayed; and by this means all paid 
equally, and none were oppressed. It was 
easy to the subaltern, and not heavy to the 
superior officers. It did not subject any 
jK)or devil to the mortification of leaving the 
room immediately after (Unner, when any 
entertaining strangler was present, or pret- 
elude him from the pleasure of, asking a 
friend to moss, under the risk of miming in 
icbt, or starving. Neither did look for- 

ward with horror and despair to field days 

- 

and reviews—his, pay was suffieieht to sup- 
port him in the rank in which it wa^ intended 
it should, and that without coniming him 
to* one meal a day, an4 leaving him with¬ 
out a spare sixpence for any occasional 
exigence. But there are few Colonels like 
Colonel A-'- f who commanded them ; he 
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found his only pleasure in promoting the 
conafort ^of those around him,, and af¬ 
terwards, in a more exalted station, created 
'opj>or£imities for being more extensively ser¬ 
viceable both to his friends and to the ar¬ 
my* A Colonel’s example produces won¬ 
derful effects, especially when cheerfully 
seconded as it was in this Regiment by the- 
other superior officers^ 

Military spectacles were not, in .these 
days, so common as they afterwards became., 
A review had never been witnessed near; 
the town of H—, within the memory of the 
oldest inhabitant; all therefore, was ex})ec- 
tation and bustle. It was to take place on 
an extensive muir^ about six miles distant: 
and early in the day the roads were crow^d- 

ed, with carriages, horsemen, and pede^^. 

' •* > 

trians* The muirvitsclf presented tlie ap- 
pearance.of an encampment, from the num¬ 
ber of the tents.-which had been erected, 
during the niglit, for .tbe,refreshment of the 
i^ectators next day. 
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As the morning advanced^ it began to 

assume all the semblance of a fair/from the 

crowd of gingerbread stalls, and provision 

carts, which had* arrived at the scene of 

action, and threatened to take' complete 

possession of the grounds. Had a few bah 

lad-singers and pje-baskets been added, it 

• » 

might have reminded' us of the sands of 
Leith .during the Edinburgh races,, before 
they were removed by the pious care of a 
virtuous magistracy to be exhibited before 
the incorruptible population of Mu^elburgh, 
and afford'themselves the pleasure of an- 

extended ride, apd the idlers of Edinburgh 

’ ' * 

ii good excuse for spendinff* twd daj^s in¬ 
stead of one. The grfeatcr part the gen- - 
tlemen 5 , carria^ for rt^nd were 

^Aetub!£d, and all tfaejdUth !diid beauty 
the county graced tlio scene.” Abo^ 
noon the sound of markia] music announced 
the arrival of the Regiment, and.th&Mcount. 
of the whole might have beca. closed, in 
what for a number of years after was mi 
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excellent standing Newspaper paragraph, aju 
plied vvitfi little variation to Ycomanrj and 
Regulars: “ They went through the business 

t0 

of the dav in a soldier-like manner, the evo- 
liitions wefe performed with steadiness, and 
precision ; and, ,on the whole, we seldom 
witnessed a more imposing spectacle. The 
General expressed .himself in high tcrm& 
with respect to the appearance and discip¬ 
line of the Corps/* &c. But an unfortun¬ 
ate accident rendered this most excellent 
sentence not altogether applicable upon the 
present occasion. 

A young Gentleman had lately joined 
the llcgiraent; whose horse had not been 
. sufficiently broke in, and as he was express¬ 
ing his anxiety before .they went out, about 
bis appearance in the field upbn him. Cap¬ 
tain Rriice who was« an excellent rider, and 
had an unGommonly fine animah immedir 
ately offered to exchange horses for the dayy 
and went to the review on the half-trained 
gelding. When charging at full gallop the 
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horse came dbwn 'frith him, and he suffered 
so severe a contusion in the leg and knee, 
that he was unable to remount. Before 
*the Surgeon caipe up, his leg had swelled* 
so much that the boot wa& underthe neces- 

4 

sity of being cut of, and it was impossible 
to distinguish whether it was merely a 
bruise or .a fracture—i1^ was therefore ne- 
cessary that a carriage should be procured! 
to carry him to the barracks, and several 
Gentlemen and Ladies pressed upon him. 
the use of theirs. He accepted tl^iat of Mrs 
Comyiis, Whose house, was hard^ a mile 
distant, and where she assured, hjm in the 
.kindest manner, he should • receive, every 
attention. TJie Surgeon, secondhj^^g her so^ 
elicitations, he somewhat reluctantly allow¬ 
ed himself to he prevailed upor^ Rud set 

out, accompanied by Colonel IVIuiravon and 

♦ • 

the Surgeon foa: Bowerb^nk. 

Bowerbank, though not an ancient build- 
ing, yet retained the stately avenue at the 
entry ; t 
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Tliat (iionument of ancient 
Noiv scorned, but woftby of a better fate,—*' 

The beech tree» ranged conespondlog lineSi^ 

It fronted the south,, and topt a sloping 
lawn that extended toward the north and 
west, surrounded by a thriving belt of plant- 
hig ; a distant glimpse of> the sea; shining 

through the upper* bra.nches of tlie trees 

* - 

bounded the view. The proprietor, like the 
manor, was rather of the “olden,” than of- 
the modeni time, her kindness was unaffect¬ 
ed and sincere—^but^be received no praise— 
it was her nature—it was^o uniform that any 
thing else in lierwouldvbave appeared oUt of 
character—she had once a beloved son who 
was a soldier—^he had fallen in the field, and 
her house becansie ever after a home to every * 
soldier. It was but a, forenoon’s ride from 

' i r 

A—. barracks, and every officer had a.. 

I. 

general invitation; but the regiment had 
been so short a tihie there, that they had 
mer^y heard of the ” Soldier's Home/’ and"^ 
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from the bun*ypreparatory tea review, had 
not had time.to become acquainted- 

Captain Bruce, after being bled, &c. se^ 
*^undum artem, was put to bed and left under 
the care of his amiable hostess. 

The Colonel would have remained with 
him ; but as he had been invited particular¬ 
ly to dinner with, the General, and attend 
the ball in the evening, Bnice would neither^ 
allow him nor the Surgeon to be* absent on 
his account.. Mrs Comyn only insisted that 
he should cpine aa early next day as he 
could to visit his fii^d* He therefore set 

m ^ 

out with the surgecHp i^^Ihlfil hii| engage,* 

' "ent. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 


Kac douTfts nftinstll inaQji,traw bur purse, 
And pay ihom what like, man; 
rii snr n sliagcment on hims loor. 

That Ailtby Turjuns^ke^ ttoan. ^ 

*1 IX f ' t 


TaB dinner, whs givnn in the mess-room, 
in the barrttejes, to the G«neral and suite; 
a terj large jmrty of the neighbouring gen¬ 
tlemen were also invited. 

Large dinner-parties are, in common, ve¬ 
ry uncomfbrtabfe meeting, unless a persotr 
happens 'to be so situated, that he can make 
one of a snug little circle, and retire with- 
jo itbut at public dinners, where c^e gets 
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squeezed amoirg strangers, and can pitch 
upon no single, topic in common with his 
neighbours, or, perhaps, run right in the 
teeth of their most inveterate prejudices, 
he had better be twenty miles aff. Yet 

I 

there is a projbable ease which sometimes 


occurs, and which is still worse, tis most 

\ 

vexatious if the visitor, after an op- 
♦ 

pressive silence of perhaps half an hour’s * 
length, tbijnhs,. from some ilbunderstood 
observation which} has escaped his 

right-hand man,^that he has got afair apen«> 
ing, and'follows it as^ 
very dexterously, by pouring ^ o^t a tor¬ 
rent of invective against pi|blie cha- 
racter, to a very patient audiloir, who 
hears with the greatest gravity, |pmd sup-, 
ports the conversatibuhy monosyllables, till, 
having exhausted his stock of i&oquence, 
the orator is forced tet botake himself once 
more to the study of physiognomy; and the 
silent listener he ias Been endeavouring t. 
amuse for to instruct, withdraws; then* 
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on inquiring at next Neighbour, who 

' f ^ ' 

the pleasant-looking geiitlemah is who has 
just gone; finds that he has been teaching 
self-knowledge' 4o the absentee, by giving 
him a view of his own character ; or, w’^hat 
is perhaps equally perplexing, finds he has 
been making him a present of a family {)ic- 
ture, in the portrait of a brother,, an uncle, 

^ or a cousin^ennan*-^ tis by no m^ans plea-- 
sant, and-Very unoomfoir^ble to a man ytrho' 


would |U^fer the pleasure of half an hour’s 
i^tional c^versatioh atT tt^e enjoyment 
and. that can attend the being' 

able to say, I dmed.^ith ihy Lord—or Ce- 
nerat—or Ctelonell in addition 

to all th<^se,po$$wre uncomfortables, thc^' 

. ',-f ^ . j'.' - - 

was one crowning anuoTance at Grand 
Review diiiner^he coimty was divided in¬ 


to two most inveterate parties, about the 


erecting of a turnpike gate-*--and the stoi^y 
was this*:— 

‘‘V »■ 

Tlie Laird of Meiklor^ had objected: 
to the* situation of ^the jgate, after^it was* 
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buik, wishing it removed, a little farther to 
the west- The Trust^a WHS^ thought the 
situation very goad, and did not wish to 
burthen the icounty with any new expence ; 
but he, ks being one of the largest proprie- 
stors, and engaged in making many improve¬ 
ments pn his estate, one of which the turn¬ 
pike gate obstructed, insisted that it should 
be removed-^to adjust the business, the 
Trustees proposed, thet if be would pay the 

I ' r ' JTx ^ 

expence, they would remove the said turn¬ 
pike gate; but he answered, that he paid 
more toll than all the rest put ^ogether, 
and that, if he did not get the said turnpike 
gate placed where he Wanted it, he |rould ra*. 
iher send his carts and horse and |;arriages 
twenty miles round, than allow th^m to. go 
tbrongh it; the Trusty' replied, this wad a 
land of liberty,, he might do ^ be cliose. 
The Laird denied there, was the least sha^ 
daw of liberty in it, as. long as that^^^rnpike 
gate was allow ed tp remain*—so tor two or 
three years the feud had rem^ed*i-^s did 
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the turnpike gate ^ when after many vain 
endeavours to get new, or at least more 
tractable Trustees appointed, the Laird re¬ 
solved he would have two pates of his own 
to his property, one to the east, and the old 
one to the west, of this obnoxious turnpike, 
and so that, from whatever quarter he came, 
he sliould set them and their gate at deh- 
^ ance. He accordingly carried his threat into 
execution, but as he could not caiTy his 
projierty out of the county, his new gate 
by necessary consequence, behoved to be 
built also Within it. The Trustees allowed 
him to proceed in great peace, and with 
much self-congratulation to finish Iiis new 

V 

and elegant gate, which, when finished, he 

j 

entered in triumph, along with his confi¬ 
dential friends and advisers, laughing to 
scorn them and their turnpike;—there’s an 

©hi Scotch pfoverb, which one of tlie Trus- 

< 

tees appjied upon tht occasion, and which 
they realf^d in the case of the Laird, gin 
ye laugh at us wi the tae side o’ your face. 
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tak tent we dinna gar ye greet wi’ the 
tither.»’ The immoveable turnpike gate, the 
very next year, began its march, like Bir- 

nam Wood to Dunsinnan, and was planted 

(* 

to the eastward, and under the very nose 
%{ the Laird*i5 new gate; this, which had 
just been accomplished a little before the 
— Regiment arrived at the barracks, - 
was a circumstance with which Colonel 
was wholly unacquainted, and he had issued 
his cards with great impartiality among all 
parties.—^The parties in common decency 
could not quarrel, butlhek* studie<| civility to 
each other, for they had not spoken together 
for years, except at county meetings, threw 
back the scene half a century M least, in 
point of ceremooious punctilio f |hcy con¬ 
trived^ however, with the aid of^ the band, 
to pass the time till the, hour for adjourning 
to the balhroom arrived, when the county 

V 

Gentlemen paired off by mutual, consent, 
and left the coast clear for the dancers, 
who finished the operations and amuse*- 
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nients of the day aboOt three o’clock next 
mornings as we are -informed by an authen¬ 
tic'document, drawn up by the Colonel, and 
published by authority^ recorded in the 
piig(?s ofv the Caledonian Mercury of that 

4 || 

day, to which we refer for further particu¬ 
lars. Cornet Ainslie, (who w^as also assis¬ 
tant Surgeon) an intimate friend of Cap- 
.taia Bruce's, walked with Colonel Muir- 
av’^on from the’balhroom to his lodging. 

** I wonder,*’ said the Colonel, as they 
went along, ” how any man can be so 
foolish as to delight in being constantly 
at variance with his neighbours, as Meikle- 
rig does—the affair of the turnpike gate, 

any person would imagine a mere squib 

* « 

upon him.” . . 

It is not so ridiculous, however,’ ans- 
trered Aiuslie, as his once, in consequence 
of a dream, in which be imagined the whole 
country-side had risen against him, raising his 
whole family out of bed Amount guard, while 
he lode to Edinburgh, and caused a troop of 
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horse to be sent off to protect his house 
from being burnt—*which he actually did, 
and kept them there at free quarters, some 
ten days, although the county was as quiet 
aa at this moment. 



\ OL» L 
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CHAPTER IX. 


She knows no fc-nr 
'Wlien danger’s near. 

To him she loves, 

She will not slay, 

Nor bide away* 

A woman proves 

That when occasion calls, she can comnand 
Herself, «s fearless to her friend— 

As man. > Thomas HandoIPH* 


Colonel Muiravon, Mr Ainslie, and the 
Surgeon, rode down to Bowerbank next 

' _ f 

day, and found Captain Bruce sitting up, 

f 

' m 

but unable to bend his knee, or put iiis foot 
to tlie ground^ When the doctor had felt 
his pulse—: . 


V I am afraid. Madam,’* said he,*ad- 
dressing himself to .^Mrs .Comyiis, that 1 
shalbiiot l)e able, to put your guest under 
marching orders fdl^day or two yet.’’ 
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* Were it not for the pain he suffers, I 
.sboiikl have no objection,” rc?plied Mrs 

/ I 

Comyns, “ though his ^billet were extended 
for a month or two.” 

And iny quarters, are so j)leasant,’’ 
subjoined the Captain, “ that I should ne¬ 
ver, think of jmin, were I capable of moving 
about without assistance, but I am ashamed 

• i 

of the trouble my helplessness occasions.” 

Colonel Muiravon will assist us in 
that, I hope,” TCturned Mrs Comyns, we 
have plenty of accbminodatidn, and hi^com- 
pany will tend to relieve you fromthe te- 

• *!(''■./*,' * i 

diousness of an old woinan’s conversation,— 

; " ' '. ' ' ' . i . . » 

Ml Aindicj you will be our daily ^visitor > 

i ‘ ^ Jk „ 

luid as for you, Doctor, you comer in the 

' " J V' ? 

line,of your profession;” . 

No objections Wing made to this ^ange- 
ment, the ('olonel remaiucdA and Ainslie 
and the Surgeon .were pfeparing to set* but, 
wiieu Captain Bruce rOques^tcd Mr A- to 


• ' i i*" I 

enquire immediately ,^^his return to the 


barracks, whether the dispateh containing 
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an account of the Review, liadbeen sent off 
to tlie' NewspapefSji and to see that no 
mention was made in it of bis accident, 
as I wish,” added he, that my rela¬ 
tions should not hear of my fall from 
any other than myself, and 1 shall 
write them in a day or two, when 1 am 
pronounced quite ficee from fever ” 

Upon Ainslie^s arrival at the barracks, he 
went immediatt^ly to the'Colonel, but found 
the comiminicaticm hod been transmitted 


early in the day, by a Sergeant w ho was 
going to the metropedis on some other Re¬ 
gimental business, and the poor Captain's 
leg bad been represented as broken. 

“ There is now no helping the matter,” 
said the Coltmel, ** but as Bruce has 


the ifcse eff his hands, lie can easily remedy 
it ^ the next post.” 

The day after, Mr Ainslie rode to Bower- 

* v» 

bank, to infoisu tiu; invalid that his re¬ 


quest had been late in being . pre 
sented. 
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I cannot mend the blunder now,” answer¬ 
ed Bruce, when he heard the accounts had 
been sent off, only I am afraid ]\Irs 
Comyns, you v^ill get another guest by tfic 
mistake.” 

And welcotrie, if any friend of yoiir’s,” 
K>aid the old lady. 

“ I have an only sister, Madam,” replied 
Mr Bruce, a buxom country lass, some- 
^wliat younger than myself, who is, what 
they call, finishing her e4ucatbn in the ca¬ 
pital, ahd I doubt, the moment ^he read^ 
or hcai s of my mishap, she will s6t out for 

H-, and the more readily, as I bad writ- 

iea her that I intended payihg hjtr a visit 
after the Review, but she will r^t know 
where to find me.” 

Mrs Comyns, addressiUfi^ Gofue^ Ainslie, 
** surely she can never be, at a less, yqur 
friend Mr A. will escor( her here, where I 
shall be extremely happy to see he?-’! 

^ He never saw bc^ 

What an objection for an officer of a 
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Cavalry Regiment to start,” exclaimed Mrs 
Col^>} ns^ 

“ Cornet,” said Colonel Miiiravon, “ if 
•yoii don’t bring Wcr in safety to Btiwerbank, 
I shall have }ou tried by a court martial, 
aiivl dismissed the service, cither for com^- 
ardico or an error in judgment,—had not 
Mrs Corny ns done you the honour of cm- 
'ploying you, I slmuld have volunterrc'd.” 

“ And what a j3retty pair of gentleman 
you are,” (curtseying to filuiravon and 
Ainslie) said Mrs Comyns, “ *in my 
younger days, it would have been a 
disgrace for two military officers, to Jiave 
heard of young lady travelling tine coun¬ 
try unprotected, and left it to an old wo¬ 
man to spesi)^ 

At any time, Madam/’ the Colonel gal¬ 
lantly replied, I believe it would have been 

as difficult' to have anticipated, as to have 

* 

outrun Mrs Comyns in hef^ kind attention 
to strangers ” 

No^ after all tlfts,” said the good old 
lady, uhat although you should leave 
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Captain Bruce to my care for a day. and 
both jifo?” 

‘‘ WitJi all my heart,” said Mriiravon. 

“ At any rate she cannot be hore to- 
ni^lit, I should suppose,’* said MV Ainslie, 
^‘and I will be upon'the outlook to-inor- 
ro\^’^;—it is unnecessary for Colonel Miiira- 
von also to he in attendance, I sutiil take 
care of Miss Bruce. 

No, no, Ainslie, that will not do, you 
wish to hare the lady wholly to yourself, 
I don’t think she’d be safe with you 
alone.” 


Vm afrai(i neither of you will be safe ^ 

^^ithher, if she be like her'brother,” said 

Mrs Comyns, laughingly addressin|; Captain 

Bruce, and adding do you knowf Captain, 

you have made a conquest a wiman that 

might be your mother.” 

That’s like Royalty,” said Colonel 

> * 

Muiravon, “ and Bruce is a royal name.” 

•“ There you are ywpng,” retorted Mrs 
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Comvns, “ it’s old women that make con- 
• * 

k 

quest«• of them,” 

Then 1 am of the blood royal»” said 
'Bruce, if that be a distinguishing mark, 
for T never was so much in loVe in iny life- 
nay, don’t smile—^’tis true—upon my ho¬ 
nour.” 

I dare not doubt a PHnge^S honour,” 
was Mrs Comyns’ reply. 

It wa$ then agreed that both should set 
out to after dinner, and if the young 

lady did not make her appearance, the next 
day she would receive her brothei*’s letter in 
time to prevent her journey. 

It turned oift, however, as Bruce had anti¬ 
cipated, the'ydung lady, who knew the day 
of review, s^t tot a newspaper early to see 
an account of it, and the first thing which 
caught her attention, was ** We are sorry 

j * 

to add*, that, during one of the most beauti- 

* V 

fill charges we ever sa^. Captain Bruce’s 
horse feU wUh him, W9i4 be had .the misfor.- 



THE SMUGCtERS. 


K)^ 


tune to get hjs leg broken, besides bein^ 
otherwise severely bruised.” 

Anti Cameron Bi*tice had a great afiec- 
tton for her brother, and was possessed of- 
very strong feelings, but they-had none of 
liiat mawkisibucss about them which super¬ 
induces a Ustlh^s weeping indolence; her’s* 
roused to exertion, and her first thought 
was, how she could remedy or alleviate, not 
how she could sit down and lament mis¬ 
fortune. , 

Mv brother has met with an accident,” 
said she to the Lady witli whom sh^ board** 
ed, “ and I must go to see him.” > 

My dear, that’s impossible, ^ how can 
you go at this time of day, you Would not 
r*'acb H—before ten or eleven ^*dock to¬ 
morrow night.” 

Were it,one iudhemorniingi^ustgo.” 

But there’s 4ioAbody to g«^ you, 
and you cannot al^he.” 

Bxeoi^ me ina’atn,^bdt a yputig lady at 

my age, sh6uld, I thi^k, be a^e to do so ” 

V r 3 
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‘‘ You had better wait; my dear Miss 
Aijn. pefhaps you may get-a letter by to-* 

. * j 

morrow’s post, it comes in in,tRe morning” 

“ My brother may be dead before morn*- 
ing, I ain determined madam to set olf this 
mOiVjent, if a post chaise is to be had in 
Edinburgh.” 

O . 1. Si ' > 

’*■ ■ JL 

What would your father say to the if 
'he heard that I bad allow^ed such a things, 
as your setting out for H — at so late an 
hour ?” 

‘‘ He would say that he knew you could 
not prevent it.” 

j* '" > ^ ** * I " 

So saying, without further ceremony, she 
rung the bell and desired the servjpit to 
procure her a post chaise immediately. She 

' .1 ^ - -r ' 

then went to her own rooin» packed up 
a few linoiis ih'„a, ^all -^trunk, and in less 
than half an^liQur, was fj^dy^to step into the 
chaise’. - Miss M^Donsifd who knew th^t it 
woul#^'%y€ been, ini;yain 'to haye op}>qsed 
her on such an 5 0 ccasi^;:attehded fiey to? the 
door, and shaking her by ,the hand, as she 
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stepped into the carriage, wished her a good 
journey, and trusted that she would find 
her brother, oh her arrival, not so seriously 
hurt as she imagined. 

The chaise immediately drove qf, and in 
a few second^^she was out of sight; with¬ 
out stopping^ except to change horses,* she 
arrived at H-^ barracks about ten o’clock, 

< * I. * 4 

scarcely, an hour after,. Colonel Miiiravon 

.. t ' 

and AinsUe h^d reached tiiem from Bower- 
bank. These t\v:o gentlemen were sitting 
together m Ainslie’s room, when they heard 
a carriage drive up to the gate| and were . 
down in ilie court just as it stopped at Cap- 
lain Bruce’s lodging:'IVir- Ainsipie first ran • 
forward, anil infroducing himself, inquired 
whether she Vras ’iiot Miss Brucel and brief¬ 
ly informing hef of hir l^other^ situation, 
told lier tTiit he and Cnl^^ Muiravon had 
received orders to; see, her safely to Bower- 

I, , “ > ^ fi-'H 'X * 

rekitre^^iTeV^o in the 
barracks, till anhtlfer Chaise, cdiild be pro- 
cured. Colonel who had observed 
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a chaise drive up to Captain Bruce's room, 
and a young lady alight, immediately guess¬ 
ed who she was, and politely came out and 
requested leave to introduce her to his lady, 
accompajiying this with an invitation to 
remain over night. She accepted the invi¬ 
tation of waiting, in his apartment till aiio- 
thcr chaise could be procured, but declined 
r stopping longer on account of her anxiety 
to see her brojtben 

I’m glad to see you Miss Bnice,” said 
Mrs A--- lo her as she entered,. ** were 

I 

you not afraid to venture alone so far?—l 3 ut 
you mustn’t think of going farther to- flight, 
they wont expect you at Bowerbank; be- 


1 

sideal can't Utink of trusting you wi^H these 
two voyhg fellows in the dark; -.believe me* 
your brother hw aiily-.^]t a^JiKbt bruise, 
and ihe.old ladv’s jourtW him —bow would 
you like a grandimi^^r. for. a'sister-in- 


law ?’’ 


'\y K 




Miss tfiian^^ bc*' foV her invita^ 

■ J r f , 

tion, and hoped to. haye the pleasure of 
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sowing her on her return, but would not be 
persuaded to remain. When she was about 
to set off— 

“ You are strange, girl,” said the 
Colonel’s lady, ** but since you Vont stay 
w ith us, recollect I take your promise foil a 
visit as soon as you come back, God bless 
you my love,—remembenj jne to your bro¬ 
ther.*^ * * 


CoIonerMuiravon had gone first into the 
carriage. Miss Bruce bad..followed, and the 
driver Was standing with the door in his 


hand, while Mr Ainslie was bidding lady 

' A 

A—^— good nigh^ when two tru'raptjts 

* ^ ' 

struck up, at which the Kotjsps ta|ing fright, 
set off fult speeft, alohg’^ Edinmooth 
road-, leaving Ainslie, said^> the whole (om- 
pany petriOed, at thila oneX{)ectef proceed¬ 
ing, : 

O' • I V ^ 

After a momcntavy^/slipck. Colonel Muir- 

’ '' j , *■. i' i ‘ ' *■ 

nvon putting his arin.- instinGHvely^ 

Miss Bruce’s s^ wit^^ soothing 

tenderness which $en$e of danger ^rescues 
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fr<?m the charge of^ ioipertinence, ‘‘sit i^tiH 
jijv lovely girl^ don’t be alarmed,” 

I can’t het[) being alariiied,” replied 
rihe, v'ith astonishing composure, but I 
b'v'llev'c the safest way is to sit still.”—^This 
th'^'y both did iUv silence, waiting the event. 

A soldier who was standing by wdien the 
carriage set off, ran instantly into the sta- 
'hle, and-taking one of the horses galloped 
after—the horses in the chaise hearing the 
souful of feet coining behind, continued tlieir 
flight with encreaaed celerity ; the soldier s 


being the fleeter animal, soon came up with 
them, but, failing to catdi; the reins In pass¬ 
ing, he mach? no other .attempt, anS, with 
' . ' * ^ 
admirable presence of nrlnd pushed on, ar- 

rived in time .the toil-bar and got it shut 

», ' '.i'. 

before the chaise, in which Miss Bruce and. 
the Ctdonellwere/ reached it^ With. the as- 
sistauarm the . keeper of the gate, and 
sume^thers who were present, Ihey.secured 
^eVhorses, and relieved the travellers from 
uneasy seats, and rescued them from. 
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almost, (though to them- unknown) certain 
destruction ; Ikr two carts heavy Idden with 
immense logs of wood, coining fVom £clin- 
mouth, were within, twenty yards of where 
the carriage was stopped, just at the turn 
of the road ; wifli which,, liad the chaise 

I ,1. 

come in ephtact, at the rate at which the 


horse* were going, (and this they could 

vS4?arrely iiave^avoided) the consequence niu.st* 

have been, that they would have infalliably 

• / 

been dashed tq pieces- 

'idle first thing they did upon alighting,, 
was to c-xprt'ss their gratitude to tlie sol¬ 
dier ; and, upoir iearniug that hdvwas a ser¬ 
geant Iselongmg to-Captain'Bruce’s troop, 
jVliss Bruce sstkl she'woidd. menflon him to 

■ >Sv'V' * ■ 'Vl' ‘ , 

her brother, at. the same;;!titng imkmg him 

a present of d few shillings," as did also the. 
Colonel, which-the sergeant, contrary to all 

“■s' * ' ■ '' 

the maxims of modern novel heroes, ac- 
cepted with inypiy thaukS' and respectful 
bows, and, wdsliing their Honours a- safe 
journey, put into the pocket of his pahta- 
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loons, and buttoninj^ the cash securely up^ 
remounted liis hbrSe, ro^e back to the 
barracks, on purpose ter learn the fate of the 
■driver and Mr Ainslie, about whom, now 
they wTre safe themselves. Miss Bruce and„ 
her companion began to lie somewhat ^un¬ 
easy; they were, however, soon jfelieved, 
by the arrival of both upon cavalry char¬ 
gers, the driver having narrowly escaped, 
being knocked"dow'ii by the door when the 

3 ' ' j - 

caiTiagesiarted..-\Mutual congratulating on 
each other'§ safety being over, it was found, 
they had been led a dance of about two 


miles from the road- ta, Bowerbank, but as 
it was nearly its far to return as to proceed, 
they determ^ed- to go fcffiyard, especially 
as no thitejatfe tferror had. 

been su^staihed;’ 

• i, - V 

On their arrival they ibupd Mrs Coniyng 
and her guest ^hjoying a We-a^kte,^ or, as 
I prefet a l^teh term t6 a French at any 
time' ^ ^gef at ,it,: -a gude' twa,-. 

handit tfter suppen' ' 
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Bruce, from the knowledge he had of his 
sister, was noj; very much surprised, hut he 
was very much charmed when she made lier 
appearance. Mrs Corny ns was delighted at 
the affection they discovered for each other, 
so ardent, and yet so free from affectation. 
Miss Bruce .inquired anxiously about the 
state of his bruise, and he chid her gent¬ 
ly for indulgmg any uneasiness about so 
trifling an afiair*. 

Botli Mrs Coroyns and her brother insist- 

- t I 

ed upon her retiring/as sopn, as, pos. Ible to 

•f ‘ * 

rest, after the fatigue: she had undergone; 

which, when she saw Tier brothl^r so much 

,1 ' • 


better than ber fears hadT autici^ted, she 
easily 

carried her. & ^ han<!^^t]i^]^; .he|*'Cbamber, 
where, having seen her properlj^,accommo¬ 
dated^ she commended her, to |lie protec¬ 
tion of her guardian and left her to 

her repose.' 




' When Mrs Comjns rettin^edi Colonel 
Mniravon fcogan , a long^oj^um oa. Miss 
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Bruce’s intrepidity during tlie time of their 
ride; an - account of ^liich fi^rifushcd a to¬ 
pic of convcTsaiipn till bed-time. 

Bruce, unaccustomed to the fa¬ 
tigue of"fashionable hours, was an ‘early 
riser, and, though somewiiat tired liV her 
journey, was dressed before seven o'clock; 
the window of her bed-chamber looked 
Howards the east, and -the sun, already 
some time risen, shone delightfully through 
the branches of a fruit-tree, which formed 


a kind of lattice-work across it. The 
freshness of the morning, .and the song of 
early birds, invited her to examine the beau¬ 
ties of the place, w hich night had conceal¬ 
ed from view on lier arrival. Putting on 
her bonnet, she tripped down stairs to take 
a stroll before breakfast. She found, ]m>w- 
ever, Mrs Corny ns in the court before her, 


occupied in giving her servants tijeir direc¬ 
tions for the day. ' 


It is always my custom,” said she to 


Miss Br 



to endeavour to arrange my 
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honseliold affairs in the morning, that i 
may have time during the day to ’M. rd to 
my frieiuis, when I liave the phassire of 
their company witli me, you will tx use 
my accoiu pa living you at present, but I 
shall desire a servant to show you the gar¬ 
den and fdeasurc grounds and at any other 
time I slialK with much pleasure, he the 
eompviiiion of your walks, if you cannot- 
Siul any other more agreeable.” 

Miss Bruce \vf& going to assure her, that 
she should tie happy to have her . 

company, when, Mrs Comyiis interrupting 
her—“ I receive your compliments as you 
intend them; we can talk overtiiat subject 
.afterwards —We breakfast at eig^t—I have 
never allowed your fjrother to ri|e before— 
so you have an hour to enigloy yourself.” 

Miss Bruce was, quite delighted with 
the modest beauties of the place, which fill- 
ly conveyed to her mind the idea of com¬ 
fort (a word perhaps pecjiliar to the Bug. 
Ush language) and begged, if Mrs Comyns 
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would allow her, to attend her during her 
morning’s occupatiom; 

For when I am at home,” said she, “ I 
sometvncs assist my mother in her manage¬ 
ment, thdugh my father says, it is beneath 
his dau|?hter’s dignity, who ought to be aim¬ 
ing at higher attainments, as he has but 
one; and so I tell him I do^ for 1 often use 
to climb to some of the highest hills in the 
neighbourhood, and as he hates even the 
appearance of a pun, this commoiTly cuts. 
short his exhortation.”^ 

With all my heart, my dear,” answered 
Mrs Comyns, “ there’s no saying what lies 
before us in life; and therefore I .think no- 
thing that is not mean or dishonourable 

► * ' "t 

should be beneath the notice of the mistress- 


of a family, i find," that fay attention to 
little things, I can spend more, and give a- 
way more, tljan many of fny neighbours who 


have double jny income* 

They insp^ted’ the poultry yard, 
the dairy/iihc kitchen, and larder, and hav- 
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ing settled the diflTerelit internal arrange¬ 
ments for the day, Mrs Coniyns I'roceeded 
to the breakfast parlour where she was soon 
joined by the gentlemen. Miss Bruc.e went 
to her brother’s bed-chamber, and in few 
minutes joined them in triumph, tUb Inva¬ 
lid leaning on her arm. 

After Iireakfast Ainslie returned to H— 
\vit!i,a general invitation to the officers, and:" 
for several successive days Bowerhank en¬ 
livened by small parties from the barracks 
intermingled witli the gentlemen of the 
coiinty, became a scene of gaiety without 
deranging the social amusements Of a well 
reaulated family. 
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Oirlmppy pair! Tiow well have yf)u 

uai iUs in Church and .'stale have jt)!! rcdre>^sed. 

HlXP AND FaNTHEK. 

l.im another cup, and then be ft sieep 
And we are sate at least, ^oille Lwn ilitee 

iitLMlX StRAT,.CEM. 


A FGw nights after the circumstanced re¬ 
corded in our chapter had taken - pla(!e, 
En;ras leaving; the €are of; his in-door etts- 
toniers t(» his wife, wont to settle an ac¬ 
count* of Spirits, Toas &c, with puncan 
M*(irou]'; their accounts current were never 
long in^ heuig adjusted, as tliey were always 
miii|»8y:a<lvantageous, and tlu ir intcirsts 
wcroc^allycouceri^d,in excluding all un-^ 
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necessary disclosures by way of reference— 
for Duncan shaking his head sagaciously, 
used often to ^observe that naebody had ony 
])iisiness to ken what they did—an’ refer¬ 
ence was little better than let tin itjjcr lolk 
up to thfjir \^ ay o’ doin’^—but they always 

made it a rule to settle the accounts of every 

% 

voyage by its(;lf, for M‘GrouI who was 
mighty in w ise sayings, never forgot tiiat 
excellent advice, “ pay the an Id afore ye 
tak’ on the new,” and botli ot them practi¬ 
cally understood the pleasure and the };rofit 
of another, w^hich he had also constantly 
in his mouth, ‘'short accounts keep hing 
friends.” J\J‘Groul was jmrt owner of a 
smuggling lugger fthe Htizard) commonly 
known by the name of a regular trader be- 
tween Holland and KdinmoutbJ and she 
being daily expected to arrive, took 

the opportunity of Ins first spare evening to 
go to M Grout’s to settle with him., “ what 
was staniii, ’ for M‘(iroul m^ver wmuld come 
to tak* a gill wi’ him in his aiu house, an* 
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settle his accounts like ither folk, because 

L t 

the fashious liodies the guagers were ay* 
gaiiii about him, an’tnigM suspect they twa 
war oiire grit thegither.’’ When their bUsi- 
iipss Va^s finished, they adjourned to M*- 
GrouFs parlour as usual, to partake of a 
rizTiart haddic, and try liis real Fairntosh— 

\ 

Supper ended, the difliculty which always 
/occurred gave rise as it uniformly did, to a 
strong debate, in which the parties went 
over the *sarne ground tliev ha(J gdlie over 
at least a thousand times befdHl and ended 
exactly at the point from whence they had 
started. 


M*Groul regularly every u.^ht ^fter sup¬ 
per “ took the books'* and th^-^^he had a 
spe^ gift of prayw, particularly 

anxious" never to omit in tltts; presence of 
edmpfiny. M‘Bain had a strong avearsion to, 
all wetfship not in a consecrated 

plac^ -and a pa^icu(iar. disj&e to all extern- 

/effusNi^Uvcry whera ; whirh 
‘"’ fas heightened into a feeling of 
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something like horror, at what he styled the 
sacrilegious length of M^Groul s; the rneit^ 
lion of ** the familyexercise therefore, al* 
w'ays gave rise te a discussion upon the 
question whether it was pro|xu' ^Xo^rvad 
j>rayers ?-—Diincan insisting that going over 
riiid over the ^ame words by rote like a 
parrot was more mockery and Ena^as oa 
the other hand, affirming that to go into 
the proi-ence of our Maker without know¬ 
ing wi\at we were to say, was a degree ef 
eifrontery that no great man upon earth 
w(!uld put up w ith—Whenever Mrs Mac- 
Groul saw the tuo worthies fairly set to the’ 
tinfaveliing of this knotty point, )she well 
t.new they had at least tw^o hours Jiard dis¬ 
putation before them, because likd all tho¬ 
rough-bred theological sportsmeW their 
amusement consisted not so much in 
running down the argument thej^ started^ 
as in beating the bushes and traciiig^all the 
little zig-zag by-paths, or somistimes diverg¬ 
ing twenty iiiil^s out of the road in 
Vox<. I# . O 
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<q)posite dire(?ti<>n—nshe therefore, for she was 
fL discreet hottse-wife^—Vpon the present, as 
upon all similar occassions, desired her 
dauj^hter to put down two tumbler glasses 
and th^ whisky bottle, and go and see if 
there was any boiling water in the tea-ket¬ 
tle ; and thus according to custom, hav¬ 
ing placed the materials for toddy, and 
heard the con^meficement of their wonted 
argumentation, she and her daughter retire 
ed.—The presbyterian began with a furious 
attack upon the ill framed Mass book which 
the other endeavoured to divert, by charg¬ 
ing the seditious solemn league, when by 
mutual con^nt, they at once ceased from 

V 

these partial skirmishings, and with one ac¬ 
cord from different qufwters fell foul of the 
character of king William. Enfeas fastened 
tiIK)n Gkncoe, wbidh be stigmatized as one 
of the most treadh^'ous, unjustifiable, cold¬ 
blooded murders, that ever staii^d the reign 
of any ^nionuych, and which he contrasted in 
. Iriumpb^ w iUi the open battles of 
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^ Pentland Hills, and Bothwell Bridge. Dun¬ 
can joined in execratkig 4Jie bloody mas¬ 
sacre, ^hich he said could only have been 
devised by a phlegmatic Dutdjrman, but he 
would not allow tlie justice of ilu* compa¬ 
rison, and En^oas not chailenging tbe contra¬ 
diction, he proceeded to expatiate agauist the 
.sacrificing the Scots colony at Darien, which 
he said admitted of no more excuse than 
the massacre at Ahiboyna—or the battle of 
CuHoden said Ehaeas—Bunkers HiH, 
r< joined Duncan—^they were rfeing ifi anti¬ 
thesis, when a loud knock at M‘Grouri; 
back-door (eveiy house almost in Edin- 
niouth, had one door facing iJie street, and 

another which looked into the bajt) acconi- 

■* i 

panied with Mlda! can’t .you la^ a 4iaDa 

' T 

here ! arc you all turned in already ?” inter- 
rupted the further prosecution of the 'sub¬ 
ject.—“ The lugger’s arrived, cried'M*Groul 1 
and that’s the (’aptain’s voice,” and down 

a 

they, both ran to welcome and to let Mm 
in.—Thomson,—^for it was the . captain,^ 
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had already received admittance from the 
mistress, and was direetinjif the delivery of 
some articles from a cart that stood at the 
door, an operation which their mutual sal¬ 
utations did not interrupt, and respecting 
w hich, no questions were asked by either 
party ; at length, when the kegs and boxes 
w ere safely deposited in the cellar, and the 
carter dismissed, the Captain with a sailor 
who accompanied him; went along with 
JVrCrTouI and M^Bain to refresh themselves 
after their labours; The Captain informed 
M^Grou! that he had left the lugger laying 
off the Craigs, where his mate. Stent 'niler, 
was delivering as much of tlie cargo as he 
could rightly come at, and was to l»ring the 
i^essel round w ith the morning’s tide, w hen 
he expected to get ashore all tliat was w ant¬ 
ed by breakfast ; in the mean time ano¬ 
ther .cart or tw^o would come from the 
Craigs*-—M'GrouJ ^nd M‘Bain engaged to 
meet him in the morning on board as soon 
as the Hazard was fairly in the harbour. 
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^ and assist injirking the vessel—the Captain 
and M‘Bam then set out for their respective 
places of abode, and left M^Groul to “ ca" 
h’s family thegither'’ and wait the arrival of 
the other carts. 

The Hazard was hrouj^ht into the har¬ 
bour before six o'^clock next niorniniL*', and 
the owner and the publican were both stand- 
in:^ on the quay ready to ftep on board the 
moment the gangway was laid, together 
with the custom-house oflScers. The Cap¬ 
tain who had put oiF in the boat before the 
. vessel came into the harbour, received them 
all with great cordiality, and IVTGrouI wel- 
oc ined him home with a hearty sc^ueeze of the 
list, enquiring—what time last nighj he came 
into the bay—or whether he had only come 
up that moi^iingf—what sort of a passage he 
had liad—^and if he had a good freighlv to¬ 
gether with a great many other enquiries, 
which although they did not produce much 
new information to himself, he thought they 
might probably do so to the Tide-waiters; for 
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M‘Groul who was not very guilty of giving 
too much gratuitous information to these 
gentry, was upon occas&iefns like the present 
veiy serviceable in drawing from the Cap¬ 
tain as particular an account of his proceed¬ 
ings as he thought they should desire, on 
purpose to save them the trouble of asking 
questions. 

The Captain wHs a into who, in tlie com¬ 
mon tmnsQCtiona between man and man, 
would not have depfirt^d an hair's^bri^dth 
from the strict Ihwf Of tjrnth or integrity, 
but in transactions with the custom-bousc— 
that was another steny. On his return from 
the first voyage ever, he had sailed as a mate, 
when examined at Che custom-house, he gave 
a true account in the si<hpiicity of his heart, 
of the fall amount of hisseastoterwbicb being 
rather a little above what he was by law en¬ 
titled .to bring home, he got the whole seiz¬ 
ed, and with difficulty escaped a severer 
punishment, while an old experienced mas¬ 
ter of aether, vessel who was entering at 
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the same time, and who had doubl? ihe 
stock poor Thomson had^ hy rating it tiU 7 vife 
so high as it was, preserved all snugly. On 
Cuming out together, How the devil said 
his friend to him, dkl you come f!jr to go 
for ta coramit such a mistake as state the 
vjholc of 3 ’otir sea stock to these crabs 

‘‘ Because,” answered ThiHnson, “ I was 
upon oath.*’— 

Oh \ d—*-n a replied the otliei\ a 
iofii'^house okih ! do you^ miad that ? Fd swear 
a hundred of them for a chew t^rfjacco; 
why they’ll naake yoa swear fiftya day 
and they’ll not believe you after ail| what’s 
Mie use of telling them trOtli ?--|I’d swear 

to a lie yard deep, because I kftaw they 
think a sailor swears by contraries—do as I 
did my boy^^ take a holy oath upon your 
knees, that you’ll never speak truth**to a 
custom-house officer, and keep th^t, and 
kick all the rest to Old Davy—Thomson 

Jr 

did- so» and' niimbering“ that among one of 
the engagements which were never to be 
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broken, his h^rt was quite at ease with re¬ 
gard to jthe answers he gave to the custom¬ 
house officers, 

M^Groul,. perfectly aware of this circiim- 
stance in the Captain's history, asked him 
whether he had brought any real Coniac or 
Geneva this trip ? 

Come away down stairs, and see— 
and you. Gentlemen,”. addressing the Offi¬ 
cers, you always like to be smelling out 
these things—come along*” “ And, Stent,” 
to his mate,—** when youVe got that cable 
made fast, do you follow.” 

So saying, Thomson carried the whole 
band into the cabin, and, in a trice, bran¬ 
dy, gin, cheese, salt beef, and biscuit, were 
upon the table. 

Stent,, who understood the fastening a 
cable as well as any he that ever tried it, 
no sooner saw the covey down the compai- 
nion stairs, than the-hatches were lifted, 
and all hands at .work. M‘Groul being 
troubled with the windy cholic, got a little 
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brandy aiid bitters, as a stomatic, and Eiiaeas 
excused himself from tasting- so early, as 
he was ay tasting wF this body aiF that bo¬ 
dy through the day; but the beef was^unco 
glide, an’ the cheese lookit weeL The 
Officers, offered no excuses; they be¬ 
gan with a little bniiiJy as a whet; and 
then, by a noble display of kiiife-and-fork- 
inanship, proved tJiat the stimulus had pro¬ 
duced its proper effect. Thomson pressed 
them witli all the hearty frankness of a sai¬ 
lor; and iioiiest Enijcas said, it really did 
him good to see a man tak’ a wise-like morn- 
ing-pioce. He inindit fine whan he was a 
oiHig callant, lie wadna hae gi’en Kis wamc- 
fu’ i’the morn in for bny diet f the day. The 
sailors were called- down one by ode to get 
a biscuit, a piece of beef, and a glass of 
grog, which they bumpered off with ** here’s 
t’ye gentleinen”—and, in return, the Officers 
“ nobbed” to them, in wliat Uic Captain 
styled intcrlacers.” The mate and the 
Captain relieving each. other, watch and 
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watch, kept the lads in play with stories 
and gt^bg, till the breakfast-hour, wlien 
do\Yn came the cabin-boy with the tca-cqui- 
page‘, M‘Groul said he wadna be expect¬ 
ed at hame, and he thought they had 
better just stay where tiiey were. The Offi¬ 
cers agreed, being rather inclined to he sta¬ 
tionary ; and the Captain obserring about 
them certain symptoms of rest, whicli he 
was Willing to encourage, not wishing that 
the Collector or Comptroller should perceive 
the effects of their morning labours, gave 
M'Groiil u hint that they sluould have ‘‘ a 
word o’ prayer” in the cabin, knowing tliat 
to be a specilic Jn these cases; En:eas iin-' 
mediately took the alarm, and, observing 
that his breakfast w^nd be waitin’ for hiiR,. 
precipitately withdrew. Duncan wondered 
the Captain could be so profane; after a. 
.severe lecture on the subject, however, he 
consented^tq^sk a blessing, which airswer- 
ad the sai^l^f.purposefor, long befoifo it 
was the gentlemen had retired to 
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the land of forgetfulness, and ere they were 
awakened^. Tbomsoa and Tiller had effect- 
ed, in security, the conveyance of every 
thing they wished from the hold of the Ha¬ 
zard, to the cellars of Duncan M‘GrouL 
When the hatches were put on, and every 
thing on deck arranged as it ought to be, 
the sleej>erB were reminded that tea waited, 

- and, astonished at what it could be that' 
had made them so heavy ; each rubbing his 
eyes, and yawning inost dolefully, prepared 
to pay his respects to the second breakfast. 
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eilAPTER XL 


Here frrtm Mill life* crte^, averl iliy sit;!,'it, 

\ni} luaik what deeds adorn or shame the night. 

* Tua VV*NI>f.KER*. 


The Hazard'was tbe. joint property of 
Thomson, Stent Tiller,, and M^Groul, and: 
all of them had acquired* considerable pro- 

L P t 

perty by her successful voyages., Both of^thc 
acting partners beiiQ|^^ ekcelleat sailors,, and 
as steady expert men are generally fortu¬ 
nate in their calling, even though they have 
to contend;Witb winds and waves^ the Ha-^ 
zardl waa»al)vays/Considered the Juej^iest. 
vessel mj^%Trade/,an^ waited long 
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for a freight either of madder, or flux, or 
cheese, or apples, two-thirds of which kinds 
of merchandize generally covered another 
third of tea, brandy, &c. &c., consigned to 
the care of Mr M‘Groul, as factor in tran¬ 
situ, Encouraged by success, they had re¬ 
solved to build a larger for the trade; but 
the war breaking out, and the succesafui 
invasion of Holland by the French, having, 
rendered the Dutch our enemies, they alter¬ 
ed their plans, and,increasing the. number ot 
owners, they put a.vessel of 300 tons upon 
the stocks,, tu be employed as a privateer; 
a plan by which, from Captain Tbomsoifs 
knowlejlge of the coast, they anticipated a 
handsome and a speedy foHuiie. ? 

The matter was thus arrange^—Captain 
Thomson, aftertbis voyage,, was to remain in 

t ^ 't 

Edinmouth, to superintend the building of 
the Privateer of which/he- was to be the 
commander, and Tiller was to succeed to 
the command of the Hiusard; it. was also 
resolved, that a greater proportion than 
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formerly of the tonnage of the Hazard should 
lie devoted to the most profitable species of 
cargo, and every advantage taken of the 
Cove and the caverns. Stent Tiller was 
adrnirabh* fitted for conducting speculations 
of tliis kind, as he stuck at nothing, and he 
diose rather to dare than to evade 'what 
he thorght unjust exaction; it was with 

t % 

some diificultj that his partner had succeed¬ 
ed sO long in his mure cautious manceuvresj 
be could never pfersuade Stent that the 
safest was the best way. He insisted be 
w ould make more in one run than the other 
did in three regular trips. JVPGrdul^ front 
the natural caution of his temper, was some-- 
w hat averse to dangerous experiments, yet 
the strong temptations and tlie security 
with which others executed as hazardous-' 
enterprizes, induced him to agree to make^ 
the trial.. 

1 

In a few cl|m the Hazard was cleared* 
out,, aind r&^Wr sea under her new Conr- 
mander, au(||efore the eniof the month, an.- 
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express informed the partners, that she was 
in si^ht on her return. As Fairy Cove had 
l>een agreed upon for the port, and the 
cargo was intended chiefly for the interior, 
a number of carts were got rcady^ tiisgaised 
as carriers carts, to wait at the south entry 
and carry away the goods. It avus a clear 
moonlight night about twelve, when part of 
the carters reached their station at the land' 
5ng entry of the ravine,.stud leaving their 
carts to tfec care of a boy, they went down to 
the small grass plats on the side of the 
stream, which were covered vvith ankers^ 
and half ankers, boxes asid Tea chests. 
With the assistance of the sailor# they were 
!M)ou loaded, and set oify witho^ delay, as 
South Country carriers;. They had gained 
the high, road, but had hardly proceeded 
tAvo gun-shot beyond-the entry leading from 
Fairy Cove, when six Very suspicious char¬ 
acters appeared at a little distance, the dri¬ 
vers, to avoid any unneoe^ry conversation,, 
had laid tbemsyivcs upon the top of. the 
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loading*,” and feigning sleep, left the di¬ 
rection of the horses to the little boy; the 
travellers, pu tlieir approach, turned out to 
bo no others than a neighbouring supervisor 
of Kxt isc and his myrmidons, who had re^ 
eeiv(}(i iuforniiation that a smuggler was on 
lijo coast making signals, in consequence of 
wliich lie had procured assistance, and was 
going armed direct for the Fairy’s .Gove, 
<H‘eing the carts covered with slieeting^ rop¬ 
ed down carefully, and the as he 

thought, asleep upon the top of the luggage, 
it never once occured to him that they were 
others than the South (’ountry carters. 

“ Are you for the south, my lad ?” 

‘‘Yci^, Sir*”^ 

TliereV a fine night/’' 

** Very,” was all that passed,.and with*- 
out halting each.party pursued their routes 

The Supervisor, like;a wise General, sent 
■ ' 

forward a gaugoc'ib recobnoHre, who rc-- 
tunied wi<^tl«! intelligence • that two carts 
were at |||^ut-Iet in the. act of loading, . 
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^ I 

but what was doing farther in he could 
learn nothing about y he therefore^ divided 
• his forces, he ordered two to go along with 
the guager, get down by the rocks next the 
sea and secure that quarter, while he^ with 
the other two would prevent a retreat by 
the land side.' One of the men who stood 
guarding the carts, gave instant notice to 

K 

I * + * 

his- employers by roaring out the significant, 
word Cruizers,” for the scout, owdng to the 
brightness of the mooa had been unable to 
conceal 1% motions* Stent who was busy 
unloading the boat, wholly unsuspicious of 
disturbance, was for the moment quite 
taken aback—the first idea that occured to 
the sailors was to pull off with the-boat and 
what they could carry away,.leavfng what 

/ j' 

seemed irremediably lost, to take its fate 
along with the carriers^ ‘‘No,,my Jads,” 

said Tiller, “that won’t do, d—n me, 

<1' ^ , 

if I skulk off in a whole skin for any gua- 

% 

ger alive, and leave others tp figh^ it 
out." 
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We have no arms^” 

We have oars and a boat-hook !*“ , 
What can they do against fire¬ 
arms ?" 

z 

I have it,—up the roeks and pepper 
them with stones—quick,—keep you out of 
the wav, carters !'* 

He had hardly spoken, w'hen the sailors 
ran to the tracks, witii which they were 
acquainted, and began climbing up like so 
many wild goats among the brushwood. The 
SupervTiBi’s van-guard, who were neither 
so well acquainted wkh the patlis, nor so 
much accustomed to trust to slender foot¬ 
ing as the sailors were descending with 
great caution, when the two parties met 
about mid-way. To talk of using fire-arms^ 
was needless, tlie firsts advancing sailor 
caught hold of the foremost descender, and 
w ith one tug would have accelerated his pro¬ 
gress in an astonishing ratio, had not the 
terrm-btruck gauger dropped his pistols 

and roared out' mos4 vehe*- 
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mently for mercy; the rest perceiving their 
leader had capitulated, called a parley and 

f 

surrendered at discretion. 

In the mean time, the Sujjervisor having 
bceJi successful on his side, in his enterprise 
against the carts and the carters, had ad¬ 
vanced with hb men to the green plats, 
and was affixing the brond arrow very com¬ 
placently to the boatj by way of completing. 
hU job, (all othev come^at-ahles bearing al¬ 
ready that ornaraentjt wheit ouv heroes re- 
> 

turning with their. captivOvS, liiler in¬ 
terrupted the operation rath^ rudely, by 
catching the operator by the feet, as he was 
stooping, and landing him unexpectedly in 
the stern of the lioat, after making him per¬ 
form an awkward half-somerset, to his own 
utter amazement and the complete stupe¬ 
faction of Ills retainers ; who bel)pldihg the 
fall of the commander-in-chief, gave^ up all 
thoughts of resistance, much less did they 
attejmpt any offensive operafions. 

Having disarmed the formidable baud,. 
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Stent Tiller requested them all to walk 
into the boat, and comfort the Super¬ 
visor, who now sat in silent dismay, pon- 
derini^ over an issue, so opposite to W'hat 
he had calculated upon when he' set out, 
adding, “ 1 intend to treat you to a sail, 
gentlemen, this morning, and hope to have 
the pleasure of your company to breakfast, 
.tliough the honour being so completely un¬ 
locked for, I am afraid tidngs won’t be quite 
in such good order as I could have wished 
hut we%hnd some thing in the locker I dare 
say, and after your long walk you’ll, feel a 
little hungry.” 

The unwilling guests made no grateful 
acknowledgements, but in silence allowed 
the sailors to row them away on board the 
lugger, w here they were kept close pent 
in the cabin till the vessel was unloaded; 
when the Captafn eame down to them, and 

I 

expressing how happy he felt at seeing 
them, }x;^d breakfast brought in, and ^ 
smai't breeze springing up, in a few hour» 
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(Jiey were off the coast of Northumberiand, 
where he sent them ashore in his boat, 

^ “v • 

thanldn^ them again and again for their 
agreeable company and obliging vi.>it; then 
wishing them a pleasant walk hom^v ga\e 
them three cheers at parting. 

After they w^ere landed, complaint was 
vain, and to search for what they had seized 
in the King’s name, would only have exposed^ 
ed them to the derision of ihe whole country, 
if not to more dangerous consequences. I’he 

k 

Suiiervisor and his company therefore, upon 
calm reflection, thought the best way was 
to pocket the affront quietly, in a case 
where they would meet wdth neither 
sympathy nor n'dress, and wait with pa¬ 
tience for some future opportunity of return¬ 
ing the joke. 

Tiller, when the boat came back, ijnme- 
diately gave the wcu’d “ bout ship,” and 
without touching at Edinmouth, ,set out 
again for another cruize. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


'i'hc wives Rii' pjlUtt’s a’ spawned out 
< >vvre'Rtidiioii'! mi' owre dykes, 

VVi' mony uu’ unco ^ui »n* shout, 

X.ikc buinbecs I'lae Uieii 

Ciuusx's Kike on xuis Cr£CN< 


Mil Wtxgate, tlie old colJcctor at Edin- 
inoutli, was a*Gentleman of family, l»iit of 

4* 

reduced circiimstanccs, and more attentive 
to the emoluments than to the dutit*s of his 
ofSce, which lie seemed to consider rather 
tis a sinecure than an eflficient station, 

The inferior officers dbout the Custom- 

K 

IJouse jrartook of the negligence of the col¬ 
lector, and they found it more profitable to 
wink at the accidental passage of an anker 
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of Brandy, than to seize it; in the one case 

they were seldom disappointed ol' some 

« 

small share in the proceeds, in the other 

they were certain of trouble, pcrliaps ox* 

j)cncc, while the remuneration, alwa} ;§ small, 

was net uiifrequently doubtful. In this si* 

tuation the traffic of the village had gone 

on for a great number of years, when tlie 

Collector becoming totally unfit for any kind 

* • 

of attendance, a temporary assistant, Rlr 
Imray, was ap|W)intcd, and from his report, 
a rigid intiuiry was instituted into the dif¬ 
ferent departments of tiue Custom-House ; 
the consequene© of this was a total revolu¬ 
tion in the affairs of the port; the influence 
of llie Collector’s connections, however, pre¬ 
vented any instant overturn, bis death be¬ 
ing speedily expect^jd, or what ^mounted 
to nearly the same ihing, his being pliiced 
on the supernnuated list. The first notice 
of the impending change of affau^,"*which 
tlie Edinmouth traders had, was the seizure 
of a quantity of tobacco, which a foreigner. 
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trusting to the use and wont of the place, 
had omitted in his manifest; and never 

t 

doubting !)ut that so trivial an error would 
be overlooked, as heretofore, lie "made no 
great eiTorts to conceal it. 

^Ir Wingate, before liis ilhicss, was a 
keen sportsman; and, when the season al¬ 
lowed, excepting to look at a n^wspajicr, 

, (of which, among other perquisites, one or 
two Ministerial ones were then sent regular-' 
.Jy gratis to the ofhee), or to sign his name 
to such documents as were absolutely neces¬ 
sary, he never entered the doors of the ‘Cus¬ 
tom-House. Mr Imray was of a different 
disposition; though not over rigid in Jiis in¬ 
spection, no flagrant instance of evasion 
was allowed to pass unnoticed; he watched 

* 4 

ovef the interests of the revenue; but, in 
the execution of his office, he was equally , 
averse to unnecessary har^dmess or crimijial 
inattention. The business of the tohacco 
M^as of too great magnitude to be passed 
■over; it ’^as accordingly condemned and 
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ordered to be burned in the Custom-honse 
Close- This was a proceeding totally un- 
inteirigilde to the inhabitants, who could 
not comprehend the meaning of Riming 
w hat might have been sold, or, as they said, 
gi’en awa, and done good to some poor bo¬ 
dy. '['he understrappers of the Custom¬ 
house, and some of the Tide-waiters, were 
equally puzzled with the proceeding, and ' 
were vexed to see so much valuable proper¬ 
ty Ihnnvn away; hut they could not pre¬ 
vent it. Mr Imray came himself, and saw 
the hogsheads and packages rolled into the 
yard, and the fife kindled. The greater part 
of what was in leaf was destr()y^, or con¬ 
sumed, the first day, with tolcTablc quiet- 

* - -ill 

ness and regularity, and preparations were 
inade for proceeding early ne^*i morning 
with the remainder. The men who were 
em]>loyed in this service, recollecting the old 
proverb, tJiat it’s no lost a friend getsas 
they were King’s-men, made no scruple of 
filling their pockets^witli pfiu*t of what was 
You I. * H 


4 * 
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manufactured. Apd the Collector’s cloik, 
who acted under Mr Imrajr, bein^g of the 
good old school, made no attempt t6 pre¬ 
vent them. What they'had thus obtained, 
they, after the work of the day was over, 
dealt liberally among their acquaintances 
who were accustomed to chew, and these 
belonged chiefly to the sea-faring class of 
the community. 

« 

At the inner end of the pier of Edin- 
mouth stands a watch-house, facing the sea* 
where the tide-waiters arc stationed to ob-' 
serve the appearance and departure of all 
tlie vessels ; it also serves the purpose of a 
marine coflee-room and seaman’s lounge, 
where all the new'S of the place, and every 
thing connected, with it, are detailed and 
di&cussjed. Here the proceedings of the act. 
ipg ("ollector came under review, and the 
transfirtioiis of the day became the su^ect, 
ef conversation in the evening, much in the 
same majntier as all the internal circumstan¬ 
ce of community, known formerly in 
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Edinburgh by the name of the Haii Stair,** 
used to be discussed by tiie servant* girls in 
their evening parties, when they met at the 
foot of the common entry, to unburden their 
iniii;ls, and empty their ** foul water hoyens ** 
Sailors are 'seldom guilty of being over¬ 
burdened with reflection; and what a late 
facetious and popular writer observes of 
young women, may be with equal justice* 
applied to them, “ they act directly from 
tJie lieart. Thi?y cannot reason wrong, for 
l?uy do noi reason at allT After a few short 
sagacious observations, such as, that^—it 
could be no crime to prevent the destruction 
of a very useful commodity-—and, that tt 
was better for tiiem to get it, than let it be 
burnedr-^that, as it was sdssed, could be 
no loss to the merchants, tite buruiiig 
of it would bring no gain to*tl^e King 
from debating they forthwith proceeded te 
action, and a party was detached io scal^ 
the W;^Hs of the Custom-house Close, and 
bring off as much^ of the undestroyed te^ 
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bacco as they could carry. This was re¬ 
peated .without any obstniction several 
times during the night; and, before the 
break of day next morning, a very" sensible 
difference was produced on the appearance 
of the heap; but it is not in the nature of 
man to be satisfied, a little produces a de¬ 
sire for more, and more, instead of dimi- 
• nishing, only increases the desire, at least 
so it was with the Edinmouth sailors and 
the tobacco; for though a twentieth jiart of 
what they had got from the produce of the 
escalade, would, on the morning of that day, 
have been accounted by any one of the mari¬ 
ners, a suificient stock for a long sea voyage ; 
yet now they had got possession of it so ear 
sily, it was accounted worth nothing at all, 

V * ^ 

the quantity left no the CUose, and about to 
be disposed of with so ridiculous a waste 
madejhem esteem tl:eir rolls and half rolls 
scarcely worth mentioning. When they met 

again on the quay next morning, and began 

1 -^ 

to comparS notes, they found a wonderful 
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similarity in their opinions, and these coin- 
cided with the sentiments of almost every 
sailor and carpenter, who, going to their 
work, stopped and joined in the diJibera- 
tions. 

Great masses of inert matter are not easi¬ 


ly moved—it is different with large bodies 
of men, a small impulse often answers the 
purpose; but both, wiien once set in motion, 
beeome equally unmanageable, and incapable 
of restraint. A boy, at the moment, came 
running to another—^his companion—i^ho 
was standing among the men— f 


Come,” said he, “ will yoir go and see 

'• * 

them burning the tobacco at the Custom- 

' ' I ’ ' ^ 

house ? They are just going to ftegin”— 
And off they set full spc^d-|the whole 
crowd on the pier, instinctively, and .with 
one consent, followed. 

'-'■o’*' 

Mr Im’ray, who was standing in the* entry 


to the Close, perceiving them coming, could 


not imagine what, at so early an hour, had 
occasioned the meb, and asked the boys 
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who half ontrun the rest, what was the mat¬ 
ter ? They stopj>ed short,, aad hung down 
their heads without answering; but a little, 
girl wh'*? was standing by replied for thojo^ 
they were wanting to get some of the to¬ 
bacco you’re bumin’ ^r,”\ 

‘‘ Tliere’s nobody can get in liere/’ said- 
Mr Imray, and withdrawing hastily he or¬ 
dered the outer gate to be barricaded. The 
crowd,, which had made a momentary halt, 
while Mr Imray was talhibg with the boys, 
pressed forward so soon as they saw him 
have the gate shut, and began knocking 

and halloing at the entry ; those who were 

!• * 

within, by imprudently answering them 
again, kq)t together those who were assem¬ 
bled, and the mim dttracttiig all who pass- 

1 ■' / ^ ' 

ed, ti|e street became almost dioaked with 
numbers who knew nothing at all about 
the cause pf the first gattbering; the hub-* 
bub Incf&sing near the door, and those 
who wel^ at a distance pressing forward 
to learn the cause, the portion s<pieezed 
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in the middle spare, began to feel them¬ 
selves very disagreeably situated, and in 
their struggles to extricate themselves, be¬ 
came extremely troublesome to their'neigh- 




hours who were likewise far from being 
comfortable ; so situated, some partial skir¬ 
mishing commenced in the centre, and was 
gradually extending to the flanks, and would 
most probably have scattered the multitude 
as eiTectually as a batch of Bakers, a squad 
of Chimney sweeps, or a possey of the 
High Constables at the Cross of Edin¬ 
burgh on the King's hirth day, after drink¬ 
ing his Majesty's health, disperse the crowds 
%vhich assemble there on such an occasion, 
or find them some amusement bjr carving 
out for them n little oo^pat$n among 
themselves; but just m tho mass was split- 
ing, and the itmall portions beginning to be 


interested in ttei?r own particutarsi one’of the 
officers who had b^n rather late had with 
some'difficuUy pushed bis way through the 
crowd up to the gate, and calling to those 


1 
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inside, at the same time roaring to those 

* '' ^ 1 V • 

around Iiiin, keep back, keep back r his 
friends within, hearing his voice>had unbolt¬ 
ed the door, and were edging it open in or- 
dcr to let him gef forced through the chink, 
a young lad at his back was pushing nidely 
in order to press in along wLth him ; in the 
struggle an unlucky spike nail at the 
^moment catching hold of the officer’s coat, 
as if on purpose,, “ went in at the cuff 
and came out at the elbow/’ which, when 

/ 

he perceived, enraged at the loss of his 
garment, he raised his naked arm, and let 
fall a tremendous blow at random on the 
only person within reach, who hapj^ned, 
imfortunaleh^ to be a stout brawney porter, 
belonging to the Custom House, both whose 
arms wxTe employed in preventing the door 
from being burst wide open; when he re¬ 
ceived this unlooked for salute,; which shut 
up securely one of his organs of vision, the 
porter unhanding iho door, attempted duly 
to ackn^^ge it but overshooting his 
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mark he scarified tlie cheek of tlw youth 

. who- was grinning approbation at the efl'ect 

# 

of the officers’ mistaken vengeance—the 
guard within being thus reduced one, and 
that one an host, the gate quivered and dis« 
covered through the opening the flames be¬ 
ginning to arise from the accumulated pile 
of the devoted herb. A shout from those 
nearest was the signal for one simulta¬ 
neous effort, when wide flew the gate, and 
. all rushed in;—tlie officers laid each hold on 
the first offensive weapon he could reach, 
but the contest was of ver> short duration— 
there was no wdtJistunding the mob, who 
iufuriatf'd at they kiicAV not what, first com¬ 
pleted the destruction which they had ori¬ 
ginally assembled tf) prevent, andt then pro- 

% 

cceded to acts of outrage im evt'ry thing 
else, laying in the Close ;—a few only w'ho 
passed liy accident, and who had share 
in tlie danger or [irimary crime of the tu¬ 
mult, were gainers by the kick-up, they ga- 
tiiered some fragments from among the rub- 

H3 
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bish, and escaped with their booty among 
the crowd. 

The officers and Mr Imray luckily made 

\ 

their eccape without sustaining any material 
injury, and peace was restored by the inter¬ 
vention of the more respectable members of 
the community, who took no part in the 
riot, even Duncan M^Groul exerted himself 
on the occasion, for “ though it was wrang 
to burn the tobacco, when he LiniseF wad 
We bought maist feck o*t, if he had gotten 
a bargain—he didna like to sec the honest 
men,the Tide-waiters, hurt whacoiildna help 
it: Mr Imray was na af qisau»t wF the gait 
of the toun~it wadrj?i a happened if our 
gude auld Collector bed^been as able to 

I 

look after things as IkC use be.” 

My Imray, when the Close was fon ibly 
laddered, r nd he saw^ that it was in vairr for 
hiss? to attempt raving any thing, went to 
the head Magistrate of the town, hut he 
had no power beyOTid that of intreaiy, to 
"^uge '■^th 4 rabble, and being of no great 
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weight in the community, he advised Mr Iin- 

ray to let the storm blow over. Mr Imray, 

was not by any means of this opinion, and 

■ 

declared his intention of bringing the per- 
j>etrators of this outrage to condign punish* 
inent, and for that purpose immediately ap¬ 
plied to the Slieriffof the County for a war¬ 
rant to search for the goods wliich had been • 
stolon during the disturbance, and to appre¬ 
hend the rioters; he was waited upon by 
the principal inhabitants, unJ by Duncan 
among the rest, who offered to do what in: 
them lay to punish those w^ho had brought 
Much a disgrace upon tlu^i town, tine like of 
which had never happened in the memory of 
the oldest man in it, and to ent^r into such 
measures as should effectually prevent tlie 
recurrence of any thing like it in futfu^e, if 
the acting Collector would only consent to 
withdraw the SherifTs men. Mr Imray, 
however, persisted, but it was tone purpose. 
No goods were found, the dread of the 
smugglers deterring the retainers of the 



156 


THE Sl^nJGGLERS% 


law from making too strict a searoh, and the 
mut^ial fidelity of the townsmen, cemented 
by common danger, prevented any discovery 
of the persons engaged in the riot, He ex¬ 
pressed hitnself notwithstanding, much in¬ 
debted to the gentlemen, but at tiie same 
time informed them of liis intention, to show, 
•the depredators that he was not to be in¬ 
timidated, from the performance of Ids duty 
by threats 0|^ oven by actual vmk nce ori 
their part, and although he did not wishr 
to retaliate by any acts of unnecessary se¬ 
verity, which might make the weight of tho 
law light on the innocent, yet' he would not 
allow the entries to pass in future without a 
more rigid inquiry into the state of the car¬ 
goes—a declaration not^more satisfactory toh 
M^Groul, than, the consolation ofTored him 
by his friend. Enaeas, who observed « tliat 
it wm needless to stay in Rome, an* fighff 
wi' the Pope ^ 

The dfhetrs whose liberality had been 
unintentionaliy the cause of this tumult, were 
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taken very severely to task, but as they almost 

to a man exhibited on their faces or deaths, 

some legible marks of good conduct which 

tiiiey had received in endeavouring to defend 

the Custom-HoUse Close, on the second day ; 

a reprimand accompanied with strong in juiio 

tioBS to avoid such conduct in future, was 

tlieir only additional punishment. Thus 

this storm seemed to pass over, but it, alorjg 

with some other circumstances to !>e noticed 

in the course of our history, hastened the re- 

volution mthe affairs of EdinmoutJithe 

officers, were sensible of the error they had 

committed in taking any part’of condemned 

goods at their own hand, and" the return 

tliey had met with*for their kindness, easily 

induced them to second With dieerfulness 

♦ 

the endeavours of Mr Imray to introduce a 

9 

greater degree of strictness and regularitj'. 

V ^ 

’iiUa the office* 
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CHAPTER XIIK 


Tliehe three, these great, lhc*e mighty ihrtfft 
liis;.ercd uluiul ; lui' this wc find 
A eunent cimtoni, »ith DHinkind 
So loud to whisper, that each word 
.May all around be plainly heard. 

Tbb GmST. 


One of Duncafi M‘Gro|iJ’s best cu^toniere 
was Striian Robertson, a person of great 
liotoriety, who rented a- sinaU farm in the 
middle of EdinhaHr-nioor^i-4f a few 0cres of 
rock and moss, partially cleared of the 
heath, which produced a little stunted oat$^ 
and some potatoes merited the naitie^-be 
was better JenowA by the appellation of 
Rough Struaiiit.owbg to a thick coat ofhairt 
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which overshaded.his whole oeck and face,, 
for his beard claimed Idndred with Ijis whis¬ 
kers,, and his mustachios were seldom invi- 

« 

sible for more than two days in a month; 
he was a firm strong-bnilt imin, about five 
fcet ten inches,in height, between fifty and 
sixty years of age, somewhat *«bijl]-ncckod,’" 
and very “ bttll-hornedbesides being a far¬ 
mer, he was a great horse-couper, and his wife 
kept a house fortheentertaimventofmen and 

horses ; lie had two sons, Appin and Hing- 
an, who were “ men of all work'’ Carriers, 
Horse dealers. Ditchers, and Day-labourej’s, 
any thing by turns, tait nothing long— 

The lymir extended, upwards of ten 
miles in every direction,, and neither a tree 
nor a house was to be seen within sev(*ral 
^''miles of Struan’s, whlrt becai^je thus the 
resting* plaee for all travellers—the midway 
bouse-—Ringan the youngest‘ of »the sons, 

. bad been iff the rabriiing at ^;)dinmouU^ 
with a cart of peats, and passing the Cus- 
tom-EUmse Clos5 after the close of tlie af-'- 
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fray, wa^ oite of tiie few wJio were gainers 
by it; he brought off with him some of the 
spoil on his return home. 

In the evening after putting up iiis horse, 
he came into the kitchen w here his father 
w-as sitting ivith some travellers in the- 
“ bink” and partaking with them of whisky 
and small beer; Father’^ said he, produc¬ 
ing a [portion of the tobacco, “ yon never 
saw such fun since the seizin’ the stelJ at 
tlie liolnie wdiare the gaugers w ere sae weel 
lick't, as I saw the day at Kdinmouth— 
the haill toun raise upon the Custom-House, 
and took frae them a cargo of tobacco they 
w^cTC hurniiig. I happeiw-'d raisfortiinately 
just to come in at the close of the fray, or 
I daresay I might hac gotten a cartfu’ for 
the takin’; twa or three o’ them war sayin’, * 
^gin Hough Struan had Ijeen there he wad 

■t 1 

hue gotten, a fine liavvl-^—I’se w airand you 
some o our friends ’ll hae a pickle to sell or 
I’ni raisfa’en.’ 

i^ould gie you a glass for your 
news young man, said his father, but 
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•iir stoiip's outran’ the gentlemen war speak¬ 
ing about gain’.” 

We must have another replied one of 
tlicm, taking the landlord’s hint, “ we can’t 
part upon an empty stoup.” 

‘‘ lie’ll taste with me” said a thin looking 
man who had been sitting alone with a gill of 
whisky untouched before him,. “ 1 believe 1 
can spare a little of what IVe got here,-*-' 

m 

this is a son of your’s, landlord, is he not ?” 

“ My wife says sae, an’ she should ken 
best,” replied. Striian. 

" Well, my hiil, there’s for you,” said 
the other, handing Ringan a glps—“ and 
if you’re not in a hurry, HI be glad if 
you’d sit down and favour nieiW'itl:i your 
company till the shower be over t I’d like 

< k ' y * 

to know all about this dust.at E^inmoulh.”* 
Ringan did as desireld, and gave as full 
an. account as he could iof what fae had 
seen,., adding a number bf et ceteraS he had. 
heard, embellishing the whole as he went 
along with a few touches of imagination to 
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enliven the tale. The story and stoup were 
finished together; and Riogan was edging 
gradually off with the remark, ‘'that it did 
na seem like to fair,” when his entertainer, 
who said he could not move while it conti¬ 
nued to rain, and being’a stranger in that 
part of the country, wished all the infor¬ 
mation he could collect resjiecting it, or¬ 
dered the JiqttOr to be replaced* Ringan, 
who had learned of his father to regulate 
his movements within dobra in wet wea¬ 
ther, in some manner by the disposition of 
the guests, retraced the segment of the cir-=r 
cle he had been descrihfng with the offside 
foot of his chair; filling up his glass 
with a " weel if it maun be sae,” again 
pledged the paymaster,, and prepared to sa¬ 
tisfy his curiosity. His inquiries were chief¬ 
ly directed about the merchants of Edin- 
moutJij'and the trade of the place; and 
they were conducted, in that oblique man¬ 
ner, which ;Ieads even a cautious man to 
say a great deal more than he intends, and 
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tTiat too when he is giving himself credit 
for being very guarded in his expressions. 

Struan observing the growing intimacy be¬ 
tween his Son and the stranger, occasionally 
lent in a word in the conversation, when, 
lie heard Ringan’s tongue going looser than 
he thought proper; and at last, when he 
heard the stranger desire the gill stoup lo be 
replenished a third time, and had noticed 
that he pressed Ringan always to take oit 
his glass, while he scarcely tasted it him¬ 
self, he rather roughly bade his son ‘‘ gang 
an* see if the gentleman’s horse was nae 
done wi’ her corn, an* if she was, to gfe 
her a lock garse, as^here was* nate hay fthe 
rack.” ; 

Ringan rose rather sulkily, muttering to 
himself « he kent weel enough what he 
wanted, but he wad let bim sec he wadna 
be aye saemsed.” * 

The father^ Ihougli he lik^a^^ll enough, 
lo encourage drinking in his house, pre¬ 
ferred his interest* ail times to a drink, saw. 
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that his son had misunderstood him, and 
foHowe<J him to the door. 

** What’s the use o’^us baith gain’ to look 
after the brute?” said Eingan^ when he 
noticed him ‘‘ if you war coming out your- 
sel, could na I ha’e sitten still ?” 

** Ringan, my man, ’answered the father^ 
calmly, “ ye ken weel enough that 1 w^as 
' w^aiitin’ nane of‘the man’s liquor, but I did 
na want you, to hurt yoursel, when ye kett 
wliat weVe to do the night.” 

What have we to do the night ?” an¬ 
swered the surly youth, do you think I 
couldna take care o’ mysel 
‘‘ Well ma>be you might—^but hear me, 
Rlngan,” replied Struan, we should be 
very carefu’ what we say before strangers; 
tliere’s nae sayin^ what use may be made o^t, 
an Vm no very clear if that thin chaftit 

loan hadna some end to serve in gi’en you 

1 ' ■ * " 

sac mucklc wfiS^y, whan, as ye saw, he 

f 'A t I I . 

took nane o’t ./ia himsel. Tm no for beip* 
mim-mon’d ^hen there’s no reason; but a 
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man bad as gude, whiles, cast a knot on 
bis tongue; ye heard how be was question- 
in' you a* about Duncan, an* about the 
stell-pat—I wadna say cure miickle but lie's 
maybe ane o’ the gauger folk, an a’ I want¬ 
ed you to do was only to tak’ care, an’ no 
tell tales out the school —It would be 
iang to the day or you would hear iny 
breath.” 

# 

‘‘ If I thought he was ane o* thae kind,” 
said Ringan, “ I’d gie him sometiiing for 
bis pains,—but he's a discreet gentleman¬ 
like man, an ye’re aye think in' ill o’ a’ body ; 
d’ye mind bow yeance maistly gbt yoursel* 
fell’d at the May Fair was a twahiKuith, 
by your takin’ lang Will Sncdden for the 
drucken Showman that was drumm’d out o* 

t 

Dumbar.” ^ 

1 may be mistacii like ither Yolks, 
Ringan, only I just wan tit to pit .you on 

1 ' "r 

your guard ; come awa in, after ye’Ve lookit 
at the horse, an’ leave the rest to me ; I’sc 
w'ager I’se be at the bottom o’ him, an’ if 
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he be iia what I susj^ect Iiini, VI! be content 
to lose a bottle o yiiL” 

x\n' if he I II be io your debt twa^ 
if he greiii to came this road in a hurry 
a^ain,” said Ringmi. 

The company with whid) Struan bad been 
engaged, were pedestrians, £tnd kiving hnisb- 
ed their stuff, broke up and deiiarted, on tb^ 
.old man’s return. The stranger, who liad 
Silken up the same opinion resiX'cting StrdV 
an’s conduct as his son, invited id in to sup¬ 
ply his })hic:e in his absence. lie licgged 
his pardon for not asking him at first, wliich 
be w'ould have done, 'only be saw him en¬ 
gaged with other company. 

I w^as asking your sou before he went 
out,' said the suspected, character, re¬ 
specting the people of this country, I am 
not quite certain but I may se-tle for some 
time in Edinmouth, if I find it agree with 
the accounts I have heard it; and I 
have a ^ istant relation with whom you are 
acqiidinted~Mr M'GhrpuI^ who told me 
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you could be of service to me in my 
line,” 

Now, Sir,” said Struan, no to inter¬ 
rupt you, if you please, are you no ane o* 
the gentleman connected with the Ex^ 

CISC r' 

No, Sir, I am not,” replied the other, 
what makes you.think that?” 

Nae offence Sir, I hope, but I thouglit 
you had.” 

This was spoken in that dry manner 
which amounts to nearly the same thing as 
if the speaker had added, and 1 tliink so 
still,” at least it was thus understood,'for 
the supposed Exciseman instantly took him 
up with— 

** If you haye tliae smallest suspicion of me, 
Mr Robertson, that i am not what I appear 
to be, I shall before we proceed, further 
gi\ e you such proof as will satisfy you. 

My name is Cairny—and then* pulling 
out A pocket-book, from which he took a 
parcel of letters, there you see they are all 
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addressed to mo—and this, putting one in¬ 
to Struan’s liand, is from Mr M‘GrouI. When 
Struan had read the letter, he returned it, 
and taking up the glass, I see you are a 
true man, Mr C arney, here’s to our better 
ac(iuaintance, hut troth Sir, frae your way 
o' si>eokin' to our lad, I took you for some 
o' tliae d—d gaugers coming to see if you 
‘could fiiid out ony thing; and what made 
me the mair thoughtfu’, weareexpeckiirthis 
rery night, some North country acquaint¬ 
ance, w'i' a drap o' the real ihivg. But it’s 
« 

wearing late, would you too tak’ something 
to eat ? You canna gang farer this night, 
an* the time dts getting rcadj w e'll go out 
an tak a turn i the garden, we cannu weel 
speak thcgitlier i’ the house, for you see 
there’s sue mony bodies comin an’ gaun, 
but niy ain closet will be empty in no time.” 

I'lio wisdom of this suggestion being ap¬ 
parent, the two went out together into the 
gardeiv’ a space of about a quarter of an acre, 
enclosed with a low feal dyke, about two 
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'*cet nnd an lialf high» with an opening for 
«iD entry, in which a whin bush was ^tnck 
hy way of a door, planted w ith kail, turnip, 
uml po(atocs; some cose sprigs, and spear- 
u.Int, with a fcw neglected gooseberry and 
currant bushes, ornamenting its borders, 

“ Now, Air Caii’iir,"*&aid Eobertson, we 
u edna gang about the buss, there’s^ nae- 
body within readi o" us, wliatever I ran ds^ 
u) serve you, you may command me in, for 
1 belt's no a man Edinmoutfa i would 
do mair to oblige than your wortliy friend 
Mr Duncan M^GrOul, nianj' a pound 1 iiave 
given him, aif there never was an ill word 
between lift—“SO if I can serve you, for his 
live, lei mo ken.” 


1 do not wish, Mr Robertson/ to ask 

# ^ 

y(*u to do any tiling that would not be 
mutually advantageous, btdh to yourself 
and nie.” 


I dare say that, MrCairoy; but let md 
hear al once what it fe you want me to do/* 
Voi. I. I 
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I need not tell you that eveiy thing 
must be kept quiet/* 

“ Oh ! depend upon me.*’ 

I told you that I intend^ if all things 
. suits, to be your neighbour, I have taken 
one of the moor farms upon an hnprov- 
ing lease; and as'I hare given consi¬ 
derably more than what any otlier bidder 
' offered, I am told that I have offered consi- 
derably more than the value of the land. 

I was unfortunate in the West Country by 
committing a sithilat^ mistake; and if I do 
not succeed here, I shall be quite ruined. I 
wish to help myself a little; and I have 
been given to understand, that one of your 
sons wrought with a distiller.—-I mean to 
. have a shepherd’s hitt built at the end of 
^my ferm-^o you think he would engage . 
for any reasonable hire ?*’ 

That’s-what requires consideration, Mr 
Cairny; but we’se. Spier at him—an’, tbo’ I 
^isay'^iat shooldna say’t, Ringan’s a clever- 
falloT^—he turn liimsef to ony 
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Uiing; an*, iu case o’ accidents, there's no 
ane in a* the country sicie ’ill lift a rung wi* 
liinfi—an’ he has this recommendation, he's 
no easily feared,—however, I diiina think 
? e would bindJ* 

rU not ask him to do what’s against 
his inrUnation-^so if yotfU call him* he and 
1 shall try if we can agree,” 

There’s one thing, however, MrCairny, 
you recollect that I am to ken naothing 
about your wark, an* its no to stand upon m} 
farm for Struan Robertson lias enough to 
do to keep hlrasel ay free frae skaith.” 

You may, rest assured, Mr Robertson,” 
aii^wcndCairny, ”that, happen what may, 
Ti >11 siiall never be ii^iUcated-*-send me your 

SOD*** 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Xi«t cnch oew year e&IT ^ootl for nciv 

And lax on tax ni(b AonhUe bortbens4'i8«y 

I'xcDipt >it, l>y AO sadb cares 

We ’stcajie——K tanr. 


^ Bincak, Tve lobt my wager,baici Stru- 
aii, us iie jBotered the stable, to dc&m his 
son to uo to Mr Cairny, 

** I kejDl you Mi^uld do tliat/” ansns md 
Kingan^ but you’re ay sae rash an’ &ae 
wis<% ye think nae^ody can see through a 
whun-siane but yoursel/* ^ 

But I Masuac&^far wrang tho* after 
a*,” replic4 the father^ •• I^was sure he was 

L ^ 
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nane o’ the common kiml o’ travellers, by his" 
way o’ askin’ qnestitms.” 

An wba’ is he then, ’ aske<i the son. 


He 11 tell you that himself, you u.ann 
gae awa to him, he^s V the ^ixlen waitm’ 
for you—see an’ dinna stay, the su;>|>er will 
be ready shortly, an’ Handysideg^wiir likely 
here afore lang, wi Ajvpin.” 

Kihgan who could not understand wnat 
t he stranger wanted with him, went direct 
*to the garden to^ Mr Cairny, when, on 
being informed of the nature of tlte service 
he wdshed to engage him^ for^ that wad 
ri^ed to Be sleepit waukit upon^^*’ said he, 
I ken something abotit that wark already, 
4S this can testify,”-—pointing to his cheek. 


which bad once been divided a»d retained 

» ‘ * 

sriil the mark in a' comely seam. ^ 


It* must have Been a: serious j.ob when 
you got such a blow,** 

It wasna baifn’s j^ay, but 1 as 
good’s I got ” 
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I can well beliereyou>"** replied Cainiy, 
as lie eyed the young man more attentively* 
Ringan now in his five and twentieth 
year, stood six feet of as firm bolie as was 
ever laced by strong muscular fibre, and’ 
Bis bold chest and capacioas^ shoulders, in* 
dicated poyer stifBeient to give energy to the 
welhproportioned limbs which were attach* 
v?d to them~his shaggy hair hung over an 
open foreheads nnd the expression of his dark 
grey eyes was rather that of careless fearless¬ 
ness than ferocity; his cheeks, which nature 
had originally formed fair and ruddy, were 
bronzed by the sun and varied only in shadl 
by a darker brown, marking the sc,ite of 
the red it had displaced,, his niouti) small and 
playful'confirmed, the indication of his eyes, 
his gait was what in artiobleman would have 
been styled maje$tic~-but in Ringin was 
called'impudent, and* his manner which 
would Iw’^e been praised as frankness in 
the peer,: was thought rather forward in 
him^Ifee occasion to .which he alluded 
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was aa engagernent with the gangers at the 
seizing a still- in the Holme, yvl^en Ringin, 
his father, hnd brother attacked the officer^ 
as they were carrying off the utensils and 
nearly succeeded in effecting a rescue; al¬ 
most the only time when the three, suffered 
n defeat, and the greatest risque ever they 
/an of being detected~tlie narrow escape 
niade them rather more cautious, because 
they, like the American Indians, considered 
a victory disgraceful if toy* of their frkmds 
were injured, to purrfiase it; Jike the an¬ 
cient Spartans, so famed for virtue, they 
feared notAhe deed, the discovery was the 
criitie-^Now the Holme was upon the borders 
of the farm which Cairny had taken, and 
was the place he had pitched upon for the 
"erection of his shepherd’s hut, it i^as as fa¬ 
vourable a situation, as could he desired, and 
the detection of a stjll lately at. work in the 
same place, was with BingaU an additional 
motive for recommeacihg^^b^ause he thought 
it was not likely^to bp suspected so soon; 
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and at the same time it. afforded him occa-* 
sion for demai^4ing"'a greater sum in consi¬ 
deration pi’ What he held out to Cairnv as 
m additional risk, 'Cairnr was not a man 
disposed to stict itpdn trifles ; he had al¬ 
ways been a dashing speculatoiv and though, 
always nufortunate^ there* never was a spe- 

eulation in which he embarked that did 

« 

|iot promise to do well, and never one 
failed but what, had it only ht ld out at 
month, a week,, or a day longer, would in- 
tallibly have made his fewtuue ; he had now 
Uie stronge^t motives possible to urge liirn, 
to strike a grand stroke. He had every 
thing to gain, and nothing to lose; he there¬ 
fore agreed,, without Besilation, to Ringan’a 
proposals; and;'before Struan came out to^ 
inform them tha# the supper was ready, a 
bargain was struck, 

said C^iniy, as they went into 
the hoiiscv ** I am a common traveller, re- 
eolkct, I s>MI eiyoy royijelf to-night, and: 
set forw^d to Bdiniioouth to-Biorro\v. *" 
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The farm-house of Ediiduim-muir, was a 

* * 

new building of two stories in .height,^ witfr 
stables, barns, and byrea^ built upon a cal* 
dotation of some miraculous improvement 
taking place in tlid 4 and; for hod Siruan 
trebled the number of cattle he possessed, 
would have haci ample accommodation 
for them all^ without trenching upon ‘ the . 
trerasses al]|gtted to the carriers, carters/ 
and other chance travelling cattle. This 
disproportion between tlie bouse and the 
offices, had not escaped tlie notice of the 

nun'charits at T?dinmouth : and, as they had 

« * 

often felt the want of a house of deposit,*— 
ihi.re was no saicb thing m those days as 


lodging gOf)ds in bonded ware*hoii»es, where 

' ♦ u * 

thev'could lie, without tl^duty being 

wlr 

iiianded, till the goods were so1d>^ or were 
f^nt to the navy, or exjfofted, withoBt pay- 
’ 0 !^ any duty, at ail.—They sp ordered tKcir 

» " ' i> ' f j* * 

* business, that Struaa RobMtson’s'oiit-hous- 
'cs, by a mutual undcrstandiiig, were made 

.v.i' - . i*. . 

• 1'^$ 
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to answer all the useful ends of King’s cel¬ 
lars, 

The dwelling bouse was divided into a 
kitehen, and a amall closet appropri- 

r w i» 

ated to Stnian’s own "^se, and those of his 
intimate acquaintances, on the ground floor ; 
and the upper flat contained the same nu%* 
her of apartments, double bedded, opposite 
which were distributed cm i^whitewashed 
avails, the monitory pictures of the Prodigal 
San, Joseph and his tocethrcn, and lloljin* 
son Crusoe, with a large sheet map of the 


Tree of Knowledge, and as a companion,, 

the equally respectable print of “ Keep 

within conipa^.”’ The kitchen served as 

the public room, and the closet was the sup- 

pCr-chamber, ^whiclrsat MrCairny, Stra- 

an, ^nd Ringan, over fried ham and eggs,. 

in friendly conversation, unreservedly re- 

*« 

lating* to each other their various exploits 


and sti^agemsl~Cairny was a man ex¬ 
pert jj^^ntriving, and depended most upon, 
Ws Sf^s^uity.—Ringaif was regardless, in. 
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cxecutioi^, and trusted ^uch to his courage 
and personal prowe$s~Struan united the 
ciualities of both, and was besides a man of 

j ’ 

- I , ' 

great exp^^rience, but withal he was possess- 
ed of that degree of self-confidence which 
produces obstinacy and. impatience of con-, 
tradiction, and whetf he did see biS error, 
or confessed his fault, it was always with 
some reservation in his own^favour, tending . 
to exculpadS bis judgment from any si)are 
of the blame—a frailty, if it be one, not al- 
logethcr. peculiar tp Struan. 

‘‘ I have ay, Mt Cairny,” said the old 

' ( , 

man, “endeavoured to do thirtgsin as can¬ 
ity a way as* possible, but this last story at 
the Howm, Tin feasrSd jt’s no <|wite done 
yet; I’ve had twa ot* three folk comitf kbout 
the house sin syne, that FainhafUke very 

it ' ^ ’ 

weel, an’ that mak’s a body suspicious, 
llingan there, he’s owre . outspoken—I can 
say this for 'myser, that rfltbough I have 
4)ecn a lang wmle. backward an’ forward, 
in scrapes o’ ae ^kiud an^ .a^ither, I never 
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was the mm they co«13*spokeB^to, till this 
last jioh» if my advices bad been ta’eis, it 
wadita ia!eii out sae m it did^ nor heen^ 


"v 

aye,,aye, if ydur 4(dvice bad been 

ta’euj that wad done ^’wonders—wha wast"^ 

' < 

that sent Eaaeas’ laddiedoun to the Ilowm ' 
“ I’m ouly, tnakin'^ the efeservationjb Rieg- 
am no to cast ony reflection on what's past, 

. let a byganes be bygimes*, its only take 
tent in time to come, an’ now Whan there’s 
a Uk#lihoodlo’ doin’ something, dinna^spoirt 
wi’ forwatdsomeness. Mr Cairny, 
ye maun understand that things ’ll no do 
wi’ us mw as^ they to do> we need tO' 
gang mair captiously! about' them,- it’s no 
like as it wm%'in auld ^iiigate’s days, 
hou^t man ; rve kent him when. he’s.been 
9iit;di00tm’ an; I-ve been wi’ him that he 

• f 

jCQirhe laihimsel, an , brought may-- 
W aom© Hbor^ gentlemaji, an’ sitten i' the 
very Mt wharcy* oi^e, Mr (^cny,. he would- 
gart n«^,|^ri^ lfeft;.the «^tjdIord‘s bott’c,” 
m*. tsdik his an’ jokeUabout 
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as franidy as either you or I could do—an’ 
that*s as weel minded,, did ye hear \^han ye 
was doun bye the day how he is doin’ ?=—the 
hist time I saw iSlr M^Groul, he said it was 
nae thought he dould pit alF lang/’ . 

I: heard sonde datter tliat he was dead, 
but I couldnae gejt at the bottom o'Jt,” 

Wlule they Were going on with this con¬ 
versation, shower of small stones or pease 
citme rattling against the window of the 
closet, and Ringan, starting to bis feet, in- 
stautly fdrtned a miisical mstn^hment, by 
putting the fore and middle fingers of eat'h 
band into bis mouth, from which he brought 
sounds twice repeated, tliat would have done 

no discredit to a boatswain’s whistle 

* •»> 

^ • V / * 

*‘Handyside kn'Appin^ * whispered old. 
Struan to Mr Ciiirny, in a key|is if afraid. 
Of being overheard, that's to tefl the ’coast^S 
clear*“-will you go an see w'bat they’ve 
brought ?*’ Mr , Gitimy nodded assent^ 
and., they were about to ^ceed^ when the 
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door opened, and Appin starting back> Jiesi* 

tated dh the threshold—» 

Were a’ friends—come in,” said his fa¬ 
ir 

ther, in the same low tone in which he had 
addressed Mr Oairny, liut—but/’ conti¬ 
nued he, his manner betmying anxiety and 
suspicion, when he observed that he had no 
companion, “ what way are ye come your 
ffine, M hare Ilandyside.” 

lie'll no be here the night, ' said Appin, 
sitting down, and throwing a significant 
glance to his brother, ^ 

Hingan replied to it by repeating, “ We’re 
friends/’—and Appin proceeded—lie's 
safe ! just as s&fe as lock an* key can mak’ 
him, or Fm mistUne.” 

, The company fixing their eyes on the 
relator, he went oh— 

J cuuna account for what’s gaun foret* 
tlieniglit—i‘iu sure the moors 11 no be open 
this tvva'month yet—but sic a rinnin’ an’ 
ridin* I saw the like o’t, it’s war than 
the night Jfefore the revjjsw, a no right- 
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at Edinmouth, I wisB Dirnean may na fa' 
into a hote war, than our stdi-pat yet ” 

** Oo man. I’ll t^l you what it is—-it’s a 

\ 

hlck'Up about some tobacco, i’ the Custom- 

' * . » * ^ 

House, but gae on wi* your stoiyj an’let 
us hear what happened to Handy side an’ 
you—I’ll tell you a’ about the ither after.” 

Weel, as we were just enterin’ on tl^e 
moor, r sees, - at a wee distairco cornin’ up, 
Mr Hay an’ soino-o’ the Justices, along wi’ 
Gotfcie 'the Supervisor, an’ a wltea niae-” 

He has na forgoibea the sail he got that 
night I past hinn wi* the carts, ^ I cam 
frae tlie Cove—but. dinna let me interrupt 
you”—A riecdjes^.advice, for^ppm’s de- 


- * * r ' 

tail suiTered no 

r ^ Xhey war . aac a’ the -^tpcr, but Ui 
iwai ’ an’ threes; an’1 says jt^ Handy- 
aide, therefs Antin’ gMp' <» .^’onder, but- 
it’s no bar^'^Sifcy i« ^km\ so .'we better 
tak’ differeni* ■ Wds.”^^^. Aye,” s^s he, 
“ I daresay &f»true,^’« an* aff he set, up 
direct :^6 the Ho*Wm, at the tap gallop. As 
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J had but little about me, 1 fhoiiglit the 
safest way for me would be to jog on, an^ 
tak" nae notice; an’ it turned’out safe by 
glide luck, for a’ the pack took after him r 
an’ when I got them fairly out o’ Sight, I 
gart iMallie lay down her legs—an’ liere 
I am.” 


“ 1 m gl^ it’s nae war,’' said Stfiian to his 
son. “ But, Mr Cairnev, this looks ill for 
your chance—I’m no very keen o’ rionin’ 
great rfeks^ What say ye Ringan? ” 

' ' , iVf ' ' 

“ N«ver vetitiire, never wan.—^The raair' 
risk, the mair pfofit~I say—the gentleman 
does nae expect, ony mair than my^cl’, that' 

t 

it was to be a’ gain, an’ nae danger^” 


. No,. I did not, my boy f—give your bro-- 
tlier something to warm-him^ spc^ikiftg. 
within a parenthesise I 

** I hae some p’ liiy afn, if I coutS ance 
get at it,/’- answered 'Apph^^wit^ en-^ 
croaching the main smi^ce ;— 

** We take^ii' eham^, into oonsi^ 

deratioisy Uod we shall staiiii dir ^^toge* •' 

'' ^ *1 
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* 

then If I do succeed,* you sfmll share-^ 

A 

there's my hand u[K)n it/* 

“ An there’s n>ine, Sir, if ye fail, it sha’- 
fia be itiy fau’t* However, I wadna say 
but it might be unsafe r the Ilolme.—There’s 

i 

an auld waste pit a wnee ayoht it," 

“ That's the place, Ringan, you've hitten 
©n’t now, ’ cried his father, “ ftjr Cairny, 
Sir^ vott couldiia hae founi a better if you* 
had gottenr ane made express for the pur- 


1 *' 

pose, ^ 

Appin, who, during the last p4irt <?f the con- 
ver: ation, had been emptying his fingers a- 
bout the buttoning’s and twistings of his 


garments, bad.at last succeeded in loosen¬ 
ing his great-coat, coat, and waistcoat; and 
throwing them open, he stood as complete-*. 
Iv cased in iron a$ n Curassicr—unbuckling 
two kaiher straps, he laid down* »j)bn the 


talde a range of small 

'■ , "Si ' 

to join as com|^tIy, 


thin flasks, .formed 
and onch>se' him im 


completely as Ov^^Mit of armour, 

“ There s a’ that! could get the night;’ 
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then lifting and shaking thepii ** this is 
what we ca’ our body-linen T the South,” 
—to Mr Caimey—if you please, 
Sir, to taste it, you’ll find it as gooda 
drap as ever^ Crossed your craig, I was 
vext at the time that P coudnae get my bar¬ 
rels filled, but its better they warnae as its 
turned oiit/* ' 

«r 

’ ** The deil’s aye gude to his ain, Ai)pin>** 
quoth the father. 

** Aye, an- to some of their batms too,” 
added Kingan. 

The interruption pjeeasioned by the pro¬ 
cess of tasting,, for all piutook, was but 
short, and the conversation resumed its old 

direction respecting tV the waj‘k.” After 

* 

much deliberation, it was determined that' 
Duncan M^tpouI should be consulted,* Ring- 
an said, “ he thought the Vintner would 
be a good hand to advise wi*, as he was 
up to a'hc^ap, an* we>e gotten a good deal 
o’ his siller.” 

- He’s a very good cijsic^er, an’ a-man 
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I’ve kent lang,?* ri&pMed Struan, ‘‘ but I’m 
no sae sure about, his hadden his tongue as 
my worthy friend PuDC&Hf’* 

It was therefojE^, finally determined^ 
Duncan alone should be consulted; a de« 
tcsrmination, however, not finally resolved 
upf)n,« until a great many compliments, di¬ 
rect and oblique, had b^n paid to him ns 
Mr Caimy’s relation, a circumstance which 
B.ough Struan insinuated, had no small in?» 
fiuence in procj^mg him this high honour. 
And.acc6rdingly>.^e last glass w|ts ta^n aff 
to Mr Cairny,, your firiend s gude health.” 
<—Leaving themselves the bottom the 
fjDwl only to drink gude nights” 
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CHAPTER X#. 


HQt rmAOiber such thidgs vkFcrt^ 

Thaii were most precuius to m*. MieOBTaV 


THE inmates of BfewerBank\ especially the 
females, from general had become particu¬ 
lar acquaintances/'—^for along with all her 
other good qualifcfesy M&«r Bnice possessed 
that iricsst essential one; she could, when 
she bean excellent/^listner/’ which 

* I * ^ u 

to RM] Comyns, who had lr'^eculiar satis- 

1*^ 

faction in hearingf herself t^Uk o’ “ auld hmg 
syne,” was a wonderful k^jommendation. 
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and extremely flattering wlion paid l)y one 
who wats so lively, and not whollya‘xeiupt 
from the forwardness of an only daugh¬ 
ter. 

It was the usual custom of the old liady 
and her young friend, after the parties liad 
broken up, to spend an hour or so in ait 
easy comfortable sort of chit chat before 
Ahcy separated for the night. 

When the dining or drawing room was 
emptied of its gue*Jts and they two left 
alone, the solitary fragments of a gay 
sprightly circle, the relics of cheeriulness 
and animation. 

Come, draw in your chair, my dear,** 
Mrs Cornyn» would say/*‘ and let us en¬ 
joy ourselves.’* 

And perhaps no period of this amiable 
woman’s existence was more agrebaldc, than 
when with bei: nose almost touching Miss 
Bruce’s, she dwelt upon the remembrance 
of all that JS^ad .been most lovely, joyous, 
and dear to her soul, * 
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This reminds me/’ said Mrs Comvns 
one evening, during one of these confiden¬ 
tial 'conversations, after all the cotrtpany 
had retired, ** of the days that are gone* 
wlien n\y George used‘}to take the head of 

•*r< 

the table, and perhaps the reasom why I feel 
so much attached to your brother, is a real, 
or a fancied resemblance 1 tjnd in him to 
my son—we ai*e but strangers, my dear Ann, 
but from this circumstance^ I feel an almost 
mother^s affection both for him and for your¬ 
self. It is upwards of twenty years since he 
fell bravely fighting for his country—^yet to me 

y \ 

it appears but as yesterday. When I look at 
the foot of my^table, ana see Captain Bruce 
filling his place with the sajue attention to 


my guests, and the same to myself, 

and the same firaOk ebeaHfiilhess of man¬ 
ners, J feel the - tears ttfckte down my 
clieeks insensibly, but they are not unplea¬ 
sant'; I Temembd’itty boy witfi^honest pride 


si 


-they the only tears he ever caused me 
ed, and why webp, lie was^a sob 
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dier and died tbe death of a soldier.—I’ll 
shew you the miniature he gave me the 
day before he leff this to job his regiment, 
and you shall judge Whether there be any 
likeness to your brother; but lest we should 
be interrupted you had better come with 

A 

in^ to my bed-room. 

They went together to Mrs Corny ns’ bed¬ 
room, and from a neat caluiiet she brought 
out the picture—when Miss Bruce had 
looked for some time upon it I think, said 
she, when you mention ^ the circumstance I 
could almost trace a resemblance, only the 
dilFercnceof tlie uniform—but that's nothing, 
my brother says that the ofl5.cers now-a- 
days change their fashions as often as the 
ladies, and as whimsically as if |diey had a 
mammilliner for their Commander-in-chief 
—the resCBiblaoce b extremely flattermg 
to my brother—there is an arch playfulness 
about the face—no, Ewen is too ^rave, at 
least too grave for so.divines countenance.” 
« Ahi my Ceotige \l»o •w« grave, for 
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eyen young, handsoiDC) and accomflisJied, ^ 
he \vas> not happy/* 

Then going again to the cahinet* Mrs 
Comyiib brought out another miniature. 

“ Here is one, which I am,certain bears a 
re'^embl^wce to a young lady not u llioasaud 
inili'S off—it struck your brother the mo¬ 
ment I ?.lioued it him, only he made a re¬ 
mark on it somewhat diflerent froiu what 
yoO did on my soi/i>, he thought it t(^o grave 
for yegj, and 1 am lathcr inclined to be of 

his opinion.** 

« 

lt*s a lovely face, however: and I shall 
ever after think (l»e better of inv own, lor 
bearing even faint reseinblance to it/’ 

She should 4ia\e been my daughter; 
but,' alas!” then pausing a mument—•* the 
events of Providence aee mysterious," \\ c 
must wai^ the eoneluding scene of the Dra¬ 
ma, liefore ue can venture to pronounce on 
the incilients. These two were nearly of 
ra lage^ much about your own and your 
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brotherj^g time of life, when they became 
acquainted.*’ 

“ Was she a Scotch lady?” asked Miss 
Bruce, ** I tlunk there’s something foreign 
in her dress.” 

/ 

She was of Scottish extraction,” replied 
Mrs Corny ns, “ I never saw her ; but^ by 
4!ny son’s description, she must have been a 
v-rry accomplished and beautifid girl. I 
could trust George’s discernment in almost- 
any situation, and he was most keenly at- 
tached to her.’ — 

Perceiving that Miss Bnice’s eye express¬ 
ed more curiosity than her tongue,‘Mrs Co- 

t/ 

my n s proceeded 

My husband died wlrcn Iny son was but 
an infant, leaving him heir to th$ estate. 
And here we stopped till be was of fufBcient 
age to attend the High Scihool, * I 
took a house in Edinburgh, where we re¬ 
moved for the benefit of his education.—* 
\Vhile,he was at College, we spent the winter 
in I’own^ and the summer months in the coim- 
VoL. 1. *X 
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try;—these were the years of my life which 
I passed in the most uninterrupted tranquil 
enjoyment; my son was every thing that. 
1 could wish—affectionate, handsome, mas« 
ter of all those .accomplishments of which a 
woman is Judge ; and the gentlemen who 
visited at my house, flattered me with the 
accounts of his excellencies in all the man* 

^ ly studies and exercises. lie supplied the 
loss of his father, and had already become 
my counsellor and friend ; but a number of 
his companions at College, having entered 
the army, much against my inclination, he 
chose the military profession as his—In order, 
if possible, to^wean him from the service, for 
I wished him to settle upon his estate, as a 
plain country gentleman, I tried every 
UOv^an in my power, and when he saw me 
that he should remain at home, 
be told me that he had come to the de¬ 
termination of giving up his own inclina¬ 
tion to mine, and thence forward would stu- 
47 a^iculture^J jsgw the struggle it cost 



TFfE SMtlGGI-lERS. 


195 


him, j^nd regretted that I had been so ur¬ 
gent, but he never would allow me to men¬ 
tion the army till years after. Before settling 
finally, he expressed a wish to see the Con¬ 
tinent ; a wish so natural, and so proper for 
a young gentleman, that I never thought of 
making the smallest objection. 

He proposed travelling in company with 
a neighbouring Baronet, who had been a. 
College acquaintance^ and had lately lost 
bis father—they separated, however, and he 
proceeded alone. When be ^gdmplished 
the tour, and was on the eve of returning, 
he was introduced to this young lady at 
Paris, w hich induced him to remain there. 
—He should have brought me a 
in-law—^but I only received hei| picture* 
Perhaps I may afterwards show you the let¬ 
ters, containing an account of th^ whole of 
George s unfortunate attachment^ ‘ if you 
are very curious—but 1 must reserve them 
as an inducement to bring you back.' 

I shall always feel interested in what* 
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ever has concerned the famiJy of Mrs Co- 
myns,” replied Miss Bruce, “ and would be 
highly gratified in seeing the correspond* • 
cnce; but 1 need no additional inducement 
to make me wish often to renew my visits 
to Bowerbank.” 


The correspondence,’’ said Mrs Comyns, 
** is too long to show you at present, but, 
‘as I look forward to many happy hours from 
your future visits, you can claim your re¬ 


ward when you earn it. In the mean time 
you may look at thafenscrap which has fal¬ 


len from his papers,’f handing Miss Bruce a 


Sonnet.~*‘ George was also, like lovers, po¬ 
etical at times; though the pieces 1 have 


preserved, were written under very unfa¬ 
vourable circumstances.”-— 


SONNET. 

$. • 

Fled ut thy iille dreaniii—fantastic Love ! 

ihe sctnes my childish fancy cln w y 
Yet they were pleasant! pleasant to rove, 
"Wild Fairy Land, thy Im^'eltss re^fion through. 
With untanght lipeast nnd uncheck M step J flew, 
/iad aj die farthobt sky shone in the brightest hue* 
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Amid the cares which later life attend^ 

Now th^ enchanted pictui«*8 thrown aside, 

Ear other dreams successively ascend, 

X>iikc dark, dark clouds oVr the horizon wide, 
But yet unlike-^for darkest clouds that'glide, 
However slowly, o^er heaveu^s vaglted brow j 
T/iey glide away, but thote for ay abide, 
in stern remembrance—^ach day darker grow—» 
li)i^j^ns each passing hour my unavaiUng woe ! 



19« 


niE SMrCGLEttS. 


CHAPTER XV 5. 


f« this fleeting scene ? 

A peevish Apiil ; 

A, tittle sun a little ruin. 

And then night shtioU across the plaiiii 
And ail things pats Skway, 

H. Kirk'^'ATTV. 


The company at Kowerbank were about to 
disperse. Miss Bruce for Edinburgh, and 
Colonel Muiravdn for the northCaptain 
Bruce only was to remain, as Mrs Cojnyns 
jocularly expressed it, a few nights longer, 
by particular desire. 

Mrs'O^yns bad often mentioned, in the 

1 ■ 

course of the jotfversations we have alluded to, 

' ) n 

a Miss Steward;; a young lady, a distant rela<*> 
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tioii of a neighbouring gentleman, Mr Hay 
of Ha-hill, with whom she wished Miss I>riice 
to be acquainted, and as often revetted that 
it had never been in her power to introduce 
her to one in whom she felt a peculiar in¬ 
terest, as she unfortunately happened to he 
in another part of the country during the 
whole time the latter had remained at 
Bowerbank; but in order, as she said, to in¬ 
duce Miss Bruce to repeat her visit speedily, 
she promised to invite Miss Stewart to 
spend a few days with her on her return. 

The gentry in the neighbourhood of 
Bowerbank had not, at the date we write 
of, relinquished the decent practice r)f their 
forefathers,, in showing theft* dependants an 
example of respect for jthe institutions of 
their country; they attended Ahe parish 
kirk, if hot devoutly, at least regularly. 
Mrs Comyns who kept up this .practice 
with great punctuality, was at the parish 
church of Bankside with all her’guests on 
the Sunday before the intended separation; 
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tiiey had just seated themselves in one of 
the front seats of the loft, when they ob¬ 
served the Ha-hill family enter on the op¬ 
posite Side, accompanied by tlie lady of 
whom Mra Comyns had so often spo- 
Iten^ 

“ You will yet have an opportynity of 
being introduced to Miss Stewart, before you. 
leave us,” whispef^ed Mrs Comyns to Miss 
B>*uce, as she saw them come in, ** I see 

I. 

she is returned.” 

After sermon the two families met as they 
were taking their carriages, and amid the 
common greetings, Miss Stewart was intro¬ 
duced to Miss Bruce. 

Miss Bruce Expressed, her regret, that 
she was under the necessity of leaving 
that part of the country so soon, but 
at the same time hoped, on her return, 
which she expected would be shortly, to 

V 

hare the, pleasure of Miss Stewart’s com¬ 
pany, at 'her-friend Mrs Comyns, where 
she should be happy to cultivate a friend* 
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ship, of which she had heard her speak so 
highly. 

Miss Stewart bowed, and replied, that as 
was a strakiger in that part of the coun¬ 
try, slie readily accepted .a friendship so 
fVankly offered. 

** I am a stranger too in this quarter, and 
that is a reason you know why we should 
cultivate each other s acquaintanceship, but 
as you are the greater stranger of the two, I 
shall do myself the pleasure of first waiting 
upon you. • My time does not admit of ce¬ 
remony, if you are disengaged 1 shall take 
a walk to Ha-hlH to morrow forenoon, as I 
proj>o>e leaving for Edinburgh the day 
after.'’ 

f 

T can hardly answer for my said 

Miss Stewart,. ** because it must at present be 


ih a great measure regulated by my hostess; 
but as far as depeiid&..upoii myself« 1 shall 
always be disengaged when Miss Bruce does 


me tlie honour of a visit.” 
While the young iadie 


youn^ ladies were adjusting 
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their plan of procedure, jMTrs Flay was in- 
sisting upon the Colonel to perform his pro¬ 
mise of a farewell visit, and Mr Hay was 
politely expressing his sorrow that Captain 
Bruce's accident had prevented their having 
had the pleasure of seeing the whole 
party.” 

“ You know, Mr Hay,” said Mrs Comyns, 
in reply to his invitation, I do not often go 
abroad; but for the sake of my young friends, 
ivhen JNtiss Bruce returns I mean to in¬ 
crease mv visits.” 

Mrs Hay w'ith eagerness hoped, that Ha- 
hill wonldmot the last place she w'ould 
frequent.. “ Lam certain of this, you 11 go 
to none where voull be made welcomcr.” 

These civilities exchanged, the parties* 
separated. 

On, their way to Bowerbanbi Mrs Co- 
myns. in conjunction with Colonel Muir- 
avoo,. rallied Bruce, on his attention having 
been nitore &ed on Ha-hill loft than on the 

I • 

preacher^ i^d .hc in return, aided by his sisr- 
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ter, retorted the charge upon the Colonel, 
whose eyes, be insisted, had taken a squint- 

i 

ing direction during the whole discourse. 

On the Monday Miss Bruce set out for 
Ha-hill to perform her promise to Miss 
Stewart, and Colonel Muiravoii to fulfil 
his lo the lady of Mr Hay ; they arrived 
there rather earlier than was expected, and 
came abruptly u])OU Mrs Hay (quite in her’ 
cienient, for she was a notable housewife,) 
superintending a servant scnibbhig at the 
tables in the dining-room, to whom she 
wa.s issuing her orders in a tone of voice 
which rendcTt d it unnecessary to enquire 
ill what pai t of the bouse she was engag¬ 
ed ; tl»e chairs and tables^ were collected 
in the centre, and the carpet rolled up at 
the edges, formed a parapet around them,, 
outside of which stood tlie lady, with her 
eap loose, stuck upon, one side of her 
head, brandishing w towel in one hkiid, and 
flourishing rhetorically with the other; the 
door was gaping open* and the- servant 
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who received them poinitDg^ to the apar- 
ture, left Colonel Muiravon and Miss 
Bruce to introduce themselves.. Perceiving 
symptoms, of confusion, they advanced hesi¬ 
tatingly, but they no sooner “ cauglit the 
speaker’s eye,' than she relieved them from 
all embarrassment, by exclaiming with a 
hearty laugh ; Ah ! Colonel you've catched* 
Us in a dis habille ! There are so many things 
to do about a house in a morning, and they, 
are never well done unless I see after them 
myself Miss Bruce you’re not acquainted 
with, this yet, hut wait my lass till you get 
husband and a bouse of vour own, and 
then you’ll know something about'it, how¬ 
ever I am very glad to see you both, will 
you step into the parlour for a little till T 
get. myself and the room sorted; or perhaps 
you'd like as w^ell. to take a turn in the 

garden, you’lL find Misa- Stewart and Mr 
( 

Hay not be longjiiefore I be ready 

to receive you.” Without further troubling 
herseli about the matter she'retumcd to 
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her servants, and chairs and tables, leaving 
her visitors' to ad^>t whatever alternative 
they chose.—They chose the last and went 
to the garden- to join Mr Hay and JMiss 
Stewart 

Mr Hay was superintending Ihc arrange¬ 
ment of some flower-plots, and Miss Stew¬ 
art was fondling a little girt, when.the visitors* 
approached. Mr Hay, as soon as he perceiv* 
ed Miss Bruce and.Colonel Muiravon advan¬ 
cing, left his employment, and went to wel¬ 
come them, accompanied by his companion, 
who led her little charge in her hand. The 
meeting between the young ladies was agree¬ 
able to both; but there was^a decree of re¬ 
serve in Miss Stewart’^ manner, which, in* 
some degree, at first chcc ked. thef exuberant 
vivacity of her young friend; they suon>. 
however, entered upon a pleasantly fami¬ 
liar conversation on commonplace topics^ 
in which they were joined by the jgentle- 
men, and were wandering about with Mr 
Hay, who was pointing out to. them his 
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gardening employments, when Mrs Hay,' 
Attended ])y her son, a tall aukward young 
man, broke in upon them ;—the lady began 
immediately to scold Mr Muiravon, with 
all the freedom of an old acquaiiitance, 
although she liad only seen him once or 
t\v'ice before, for, having been so great a* 
stranj^er at Ha-hill; the son attached him- 

r 

self to iMLss Bruce, with a rude familiarity 
which he mistook for ease. Mr I lav, sen- 
sible of theimpotence of his authf>rity, stood 
silent. Miss Bruce, who perceived that it 
was in vain toattempt stopping the tongue of 
licryoung admirer, althoi^gli chagrined at ha¬ 
ving an agreeable party disturbed, heard the 
rustic beau* with fiatience, till, having ex- 

I 

Itausted his whole fund of introductory com¬ 
pliment, he also became mute. The syncope 
was interrupted by Mr Hay’s proposal to re¬ 
turn to the house, wbicli was quickly follow- 

^ i 

ed bv another from Miss Bruce, to wait 
home. 

The election of a Member for the Coun- 
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ty was- to take place in a few days, and 
Mr Hay, who had been engaged in canvass¬ 
ing for a friend, was to give an entertain¬ 
ment t o a number of freeholders on his side 
of the question that day ; he therefore apolo¬ 
gised to Miss Bruce, that he could not in¬ 
sist upon her staying with them, as he knew 
a political-party dinner was npt, in general, 
amusing except to the party themselves. ’ 
Sliss Bruce reized the opportunity of re¬ 
questing the favour of Miss Stewart s spend¬ 
ing the eveixing wdtii tJiem at Bowerbank,. 
an invitation l\Iiss Stewart accepted wUh 
pleasure,.being happy to get ridvof a eom- 
pnny to which she was not very partial, and 
Mrs Hay, who thought “ silly girls' mere 
incumbrances upon such occasions, cordially: 
acquiesced, aildihg,. at the same time, “ if 
Mrs 'Comyiis insists upon your rejwaining 
all night, you may,” a liberty wdiich Miss 
Bruce was about to request, anil which 
Mips Stewart felt pleased at having, unsug¬ 
gested upon her part, proposed by Mrs Hay .;, 
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•for she did not like the idea of being the 
only young female, in a large and promis¬ 
cuous asvscmblage of gentlemen, and be¬ 
sides, she felt a strong inclination to culti¬ 
vate a rising attachment for her new 
frk’inL 

The kindness which Miss Bruce had con¬ 
ceived for Miss Stewart, at first sight, was 
hfjjghtened by this interview. Miss Stewart, 
was naturally reserved, nor did the situation 
in v.idch she was placed tend to make her 
more rommunicative. She felt the kindness 
of Miss Bnicc^s gratuitous offer of friend¬ 
ship, but the idea that it might be offered 
from motives of compassion, jircvented her 
giving way to that spring of youthful affec¬ 
tion so natural and so lovely in a female 
she seemed ratlier to shrink from the open 
unrestrained advances of Miss Bruce, who,, 
never having known adversity, w£^s unac-' 
quainted'with fiu«|iecting delicacy, which 
sense of dependence produces, nor could she’ 
linage, that kindness itself sometimes be^^^ 
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€oines rather oppressive, even from the very 
circumstance of being cordialiy proposed, 
and warmly urged; the very appearance 
•f reluctance, therefore, made her more an¬ 
xious to overcome what she attributed ea- 
tireiy to a natural reserved«ess of manner, 
and induced her more urgently to press her 
offers of service, the more backward she 

I 

observed Miss Stewart to be,, from accept-, 
ing any oMigatien. The strife of kindness 
among young and ingenuous minds, where 
there is no suspicion of any interested mo¬ 
tive, may sonretimes produce a little mo¬ 
mentary uneasiness, but seldom is the occa¬ 
sion of lasting pain. It is only wheii we get 
acquainted with the world, after having 
felt how often professions ate insincere, af¬ 
ter having lieen cruelly disappointed in our 
earliest and fondest attachments, .as we ad- 
vance in life we call in our generous af¬ 
fections, we become more selfish and^^nspi- 
cinus; like the flower, we narrow our cup^by 
oontracting our leaves at the approach of 
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ev(^nin^. It was different with the new 
associates, they were both in the mornin;;^ 
of life, to Miss Bnice the day sprinj^ had 
been fair, and gay, and light, and her soul 
expanded to receive the radiance of every 
brilliant and lively emotion ; to Miss Stew¬ 
art it had been chequered, but the cloud# 
which had chilled her sky,, had never con- 
.tracted the petals round her heart. 

iMr Hay was satisfied with the arrange¬ 
ment ; he felt an interest in Miss Stewart, 
and he w^as always Ivappy to see her intro¬ 
duced to the society at Mrs Comyns, where 
he knew she reaped advantages she could 
have no prospect of enjoying in his house. 
He had felt, in his own experience, the 
truth of an observation very often made 

upon the fbrnmtion of unequal niatrinional 
coim^lions—w hen a man marries an igno¬ 
rant woman, wdiose haf)it 5 and education 
belong'^to a situation of life much inferior 
to his ow^^be can seldom if ever fit her ta 
iHistain tM elevation to w'hich she is raisech 
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but is often obliged to descend to accciinno- 
date liiinself to her.”—The common phrase is 
he tlirovvs himself away. His relations, 
V. ho could never be persuaded to see iialf 
the perfections in his house-ket.per, that 
he endeavoured to convince them she pos- 
i^cssed, after he made her Mrs Hay,, were 
not over assiduous in their attentions to 
their new sister-indaw,.a neglect which she 
as his lady, took in high dudgeon ; and 
he, for the sake of peace at home, being 
under the necessity of espousing her quar¬ 
rel,. they had not for some years been 
*even upon visiting terms. The ladies of 
the county sympathizing with the female 

j 

relations in the dispute, were rather shy 
and Mrs^ Hay, thus left in a great measure 
to the tutorage of her servants, and the 

flatterings of those sycophants, -who,never 

% 

fail to minister to the pride of an upstart 
mistress, conducted herself wuth Uf* degree 
of insolence, which had hitherto rendered all. 
attempts to heal the breach inelfectual. 
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Tlie consequence was, that Mr Hay, in his 
domestic circle, was constrained to choose 
between descending in his associations, or 
to give up keeping company at home; he 
chose the latter; and, leaving the manage¬ 
ment of his bouse to his w'ife, he devoted 
himself so compTetely to county politics, that 
his situation gave currency to a Mandevi- 
Kan observation, his private misfortune 
became a public benefit”—When a new 
bridge was to be built, or a new road propose 
ed, he was always the most active—lie was 
a member of all the Committees^ and assi^ 
duoiis in his duty as a Justice of Peace; 
In contested elections he was indefatigable; 

and, whether from the* peculiar felicity of 

« 

the county in pitching upon a member of 
principles similar to his, or whether it was 
his influence in the county, which always 
procured the election of the member to 
whom lie attached himself, certain it is, he 
always had had the good fortune to be one 
9f the unvarying consistent majority of free^ 
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holders in the county of H—. The pre¬ 
sent election in which he was engaged, was 
very keenly contested; and his house, which 
was tlie focus of all the meetings and fleli- 
berations of the party which again had t lie 
confident ex})ectation of being successful, 
was kept in a constant uproar. The arri¬ 
val of Miss Stewart at this time, had been 
uncomfortable to her rlfy and he had parti-, 
cipated in her disagreeable sensations. lie 
was therefore glad to get her so pleasantly 
disposed of. 

Miss Stewart was soon ready, and leaving 
the bustle of Ha-hill, set forward witii her. 
new fricndis to Bowerbank; ^ at ^le top of 
the avenue they were met by Mrs Comyns 
and Captain Bruce, whoi,*expecting their 
return, were advanced that length to meet 
them~Mrs Comyns who had not e^pectc^* 
that they would br ing Miss Stewarl along 
with them, was highly delighted when she 
saw her. Miss Bruce as they walked into 

• y 

the house together told h^Jf toat Miss Stew* 
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art wa'< to do them the favour of remaining' 
over niq’bt, a circumstance with wdiich Mrs 
Comyns was still more gratified, “ for this/’ 
said she, “ I am indebted to the election. I 
thought that now of all things upon earth 
an election of a member of parliament was 
the last from which I had any thing to ex- 
j)e('t; but advantages sometimes arise from 
Ihc most iinlooked for quarters—we should 
never des])air.”—The thought immediately 
occured to Mrs Comyns that as the Ha-hill 
folks were so naich taken up with their po¬ 
litics, perhaps^ they would have no objec¬ 
tion to allow Miss Stewart to remain a few 
days with her,,, and she determined that she 
w^ould upon consulting Miss Stew'art, send a 
message next day to Mr Hay with a re¬ 
quest to that purpose — Miss "Stewart, though 

she had seen comparatively but little of 
- • 

Mrs (vOinyns, yet felt always more at ease 
than slie could fie wdth Mrs Hay, and as 
she walked down tow'^ards the house, could 

f ^ 

not help contrasting the different manner 



THE SMUGGLERS. 


215 


ID which they appeared to her even at f:rst 
si^ht, and wishing it had been her fortune 
to have had Mrs Comyns rather than Mrs 
Hay for her relation ; both thought she, 
iiave been kind to me, and she reproached 
herself Avith ingratitude for even attejn[>ting 
to draw a comparison in wbich her relation 
appeared to so much disadvantage, hut to 
avoid it was impossible; at table it was* 
more strikingly displayed, for iNIrs Coniyns 
had the art of encouraging conversation 
and taking her share in it Avithout any ap¬ 
parent effort or attempt to lead; AA'ith the 
young she shook off her years, and entered 
with vivacity into their sporjive sallies, ro- 
mcmihcring that she herself was once young, 

f 

but Avithout forgetting that she was so no 
longer—she delighted in music, and her 
guests Avere adepts particularly Bliss Stew art, 
she said she had a harp which she had re¬ 
ceived when a child, from her mother AA'itb 
wdjom it had been a favourite instrument, 
'and who took a pleasure in teaching her to 
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play the Scottish national airs; ** I brought 
it to Scotland with me” she added, “ expect¬ 
ing from so musical a people, a kind recep¬ 
tion as a wandering minstrel, but J find it 
is hardly known. 

It s not much used with us,” replied 
Mrs Comyns, ** I have heard it highly prais¬ 
ed. I never ho^rd it touched myself/* look¬ 
ing ex])rcssively, and whose eye, tenderly 
fixed on the speaker, seemed to say, I Jiad 
a son who heard it Mary’s bad instinc¬ 
tively east a responsive glance. I should 
like much to hear it." 

** And so should I,*’ added Captain Bruce^ 
tradition says,* that^ the lovely and accom¬ 
plished Mary used to carry one along with 
her in the few pleasant excursions which 
she had in Scotland ’* . 

“ Poor Mary Stuart,” said Mrs Comyn. 

She was an unfortunate woman,” add- 

cd Colofted: Bluiravon. 

. • . 

" 1 think ail Mairy Stuarts are unfortu- 



THE SMUGGLERS. 217 

nate,’' escaped Miss Stewart,—her face flush¬ 
ed with the deepest crimson the moment she 
had spoken, accused her of saying more 
tlinn she intended. 

*• If to be lovely be a misfortune, I should 
tremble for”— 

For me, I suppose you were going to say, 
brother,” cried his sister, who instantly took 
him short—then turning to her friend,—. 

now Miss Stewart, were 1 not going away 
to-morrow, I would end all this by getting 

Mrs Comyns to send over to Ha^hill for the 
harp, and you should—I know you would 

not refuse—let us Iiear a little of its magic 

\ 

^v>uuds. I have been hesitating whether I 
^hould try it myself, but if you’ll undertake 

to teach me, I shall commence your pupil 
when I return.”— 

“You had better remain now,” r^piied'Mrs 

Comyns, “ as this is the time Mr Hay is busy 

about his electioneering ; I was trying to 

persuade Miss Stewart to tarry with us till 

all the hurry at Ha-hill be over, and if you 
VoL. 1. * h 
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could defer your departure, otir united influx 
ence might prevail, I shall send early to¬ 
morrow an embassy to Ha-liill for the pur*- 
pose of acquainting Mr and Mrs Hay.” 

Captain Bruce joined Mrs Comyns in her 
request, observing to his sister, that as she 
had already staid so long with them, he did 
not think she would incur any severer pu- 
jiislnnent, were she to play the tniant for a 
we(;k longer—**! shall give you a line to the 
mistress, and Mrs Comyns will back it.” 

Miss Bruce w^as at that short-lived period 
of female existence, when an unmarried 
lady has no objections .to pass for a Utile 
older than she, is, and does not relish being 
treated as much younger—she answered pet¬ 
tishly “ that saucy remark of your’s, Bruce, 
would have made me set off this very day, 
were it not that, as we have given Mrs 
Consyns so much trouble, occassioned by 
your 'admirable horsemanship, I think the 
smallest return we ran make, is to endea¬ 
vour to contribute to her amusement—if the 
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company of an unmannerly boy, who lias 
once more got the use of his limbs, nnd a 
. boarding school Miss, can afford her any 
entertainment*” 

Miss Bruce had, however, omitted noticing 
another inducement, which Mrs Comyns, 
we presume unwittingly, brought in, aid of 
her argument, for she never had, alluded to 
it as what could have the smallest influence 
on Miss Bruce’s conduct, it merely happened 
to be mentioned by the way—“ Mrs Comyns 
was happy her lurother had prevailed with Co¬ 
lonel Muiravon to remain with him a few days 
longer”—and the Colonel, to do away any 
idea tligt he was in the most remote degree 
concerned iji the intelligence, explained the 
observation by adding he mlif remained 
with his friend a few days’—he migtit have 
said ** longer than he originaHy intend¬ 

ed, because he was uncertain when his regi¬ 
ment might be ordered on foreign servie'e, and 
of course the chances of a military life reu- 
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dered it very uncertain when he might have 
it in his power to see him again—and there¬ 
fore a few additional days—he could not 
refuse him, at such a time/*—• 

Miss Stewart who heard the different ar¬ 
rangements going forward, with a very sen¬ 
sible pleasure begged Mrs Coinyns to con¬ 
sider her as wholly passive in the transaction, 
excepting in as far as wishes were consider¬ 
ed active, and these were with her plan, 
but she believed her stay must necessarily be 
short, because she had engaged to accom¬ 
pany a friend to Edinmoiith, for the bene¬ 
fit of bathing, and she went to the sea side 
in a very few ^days.— 

** We shall take your time as you can give 
it; I never * force the unwilling guest t*out¬ 
stay her time,* you know that—ray love,” 
said Mrs Cornyns, tapping her on the shoul¬ 
der. 

* 4 

” But the too willing guest sometimes 
forgets her time,” replied Miss Stewart re- 
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turning the friendly tap by a look in which 
affection and gratitude strove for the ascen* 
dancy. 

“ I can avouch for the truth of the fact,” 

* 

said Miss Bruce, taking Miss Stewart by 
the hand, would you believe it, I came 
here only to remain a very few days, to wait 
upon my brother during his illness, who was 
only to remain till he could he removed,— 
he has been walking—^how long, Bruce ?— 
A week or a month ? — Well, here we are 
still!—And I hope you wont be the first to 
break up the party again,” addressing Miss 
Stewart. 

We may consider this then as a settled 
point,” said the hostess, that we remain 
at least one week longer’ together,—now 
this is kind.” 

i 1. 

f 

Mrs Comyns, accordingly next <lay, ordered* 
her trusty ambassador, an aged white-headed 

domestic, who had spent his youth and was 

\ 

enjoying his old age in her service, to hold 
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himself in readiness, to proceed for lia-hill 
witb her dispatches, to inform the family 
that Miss Stewart had consented to remain 
a few days, m^d she hoped, in the usual 

9 

style, it would be no inconvenience to allow 
her to do so. A note from Miss Stewart 
accompanied Mrs Corny ns’ more formal 
epistle, in which,. W’^ith the same regard for 
truth and politeness, she expressed her sor¬ 
row at being detained, and how much she 
regretted leaving Mrs Hay, at a time when 
she might have been useful —•perhaps was* 
the qualifying word~and requested her 
liarp to be sent per bearer. Good Robert, 
who never had seen an harp in his life, ex¬ 
cept upon an Irish hali\>enny 9 imagined, 
w'hen he lieard them talking of a musical 
instrument, that it must be a harpsichord, 

er one of the new fashioned dinna-ken<»\vhats 

< 

—-piannies—bad yoked a cart and filled it 
with clean oat straw, for the accomodation 
•f the stranger—set out forthwith to Ha-hilj^, 
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Robert, we should mention, for the in¬ 
formation of our younger readers, was a 
man who really took an interest in all the 
interests of the family ; he was an antiqua¬ 
ted servant—race of beings who, for the 
curse of Scotland, are now almost extinct; 
one who, bred up in the house, never thought 
of talking of it in any other style than as 
^ our house/’ our hameor of his employ¬ 
ers but as " our maister,” ** our mistress,” 
except when some little fault on either side 
made a temporary half-hour's breach on the 
peace or rather cordiality of the intercourse, 
and then the more respectful terms, the 

maister,” and the mfetress,” were used— 

•* 

who at the same time exchanged familiar 
Rob,” or Roby,”' for ‘•“Robert.” 

When he arrived at Ha-hill, be delivered 
his credentials into the lady’s own hand, al> 
directed; but besides his public dispatches, 
there were some separate article^' in the 
treaty intrusted to his care, respecting which 
he had received no instructions, and these he 
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hand-ed, along with the others^ to the osten¬ 
sible, and in fact the real negociajtrix—to 
speak withotit metaphor, Mrs Comyns, 
along with the letters, to Mrs Hay, hS3 
sent one for Mr Hay, in which she stated 
her undisguised opinion—♦♦She thought Miss 
Stewart would feel herself so happyTn" the 
company of agreeable companions of her 
own age, and she was anxious that & young 

f 

lady, for whom she had so* great an aifec* 
tion, should cultivate the friendship of ano¬ 
ther (Miss Bruce) to whom she was also 
much attached, and who, from her rank 
and Connections, might be of much service 
to one so unprotected as Mary, that she 
cdtild not let slip the opportunity of detain- 
ing her on purpose to give the two an op^ 
portunity of being better acquainted with 
each other-^besides, she did not think that 
an election time was a season of much im¬ 
provement for a young lady in a house—the 
focus of a party—where it was necessary a 
man of so mudf influence in the county as 
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Mr Hay, the leader, should receive and en¬ 
tertain freeholders of all descriptions of 
^iltburacter; and she concluded by expressing 
a wis!>, that whenever he could steal as 
much time from his more important avoca¬ 
tions, he would take step to Bowcrbank, 
and enjoyand add to the enjoyment of 
their pleasant society.” 

Mrs Hay, as she received the pacquet 
from Robert, ran over the addresses of its 
contents, and judging that the letter ad¬ 
dressed to Mr Hay would he the most im¬ 
portant, she read it first, and after reading 
it—“during v/liich process she honoured the 
various sentences witli umptlyaye, just so — 
she carried* it to Mr Ila}> who was sitting 
in the next room* and tossing it at him, 
“ there’s a letter intended for you, my dear,? 
I believe,” slie sat down and perused those 
which were inteiMied. I’or her o »vn ^mre im- 
mediate inspection, which she paraphrased 
at Considerably greater length as she went 
along; beginning .with Sirs Comyns, ‘‘ pre- 
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vailed upon her to-remain a few days!— -I 
wish, my old Madame, you would prevail 
upon her to stay* altogether—prevail !— 
Hope it W'^ill be no inconvenience to me— 
No, I assure you, it will not be the smallest. 
Tnc'onrenrcnce to me to spare her—she was 
of no use to me—I am very glad to get her ■ 
out of my road.—Now what'does Miss say 
for herself—she is sorry for being detained, 
and regrets leaving me at a time when she 
might have been useful—very good indeed! 
Didn’t I tell her toga, and didn’t I desire 
er to stay if Mrs Comyns asked Ikt ?— 
And send over her harp—she. shall have 
that, if it can *bc? of any service—Mr Hay, 
my dear, will you touch the bell”—Mr Hay 
touched the bell with a force which brought. 
• the servant in a twinkling. 

“ Tlmmas,” said his lady, and give' 
Miss %ewart^ harp to Mrs Comyns’ Robert’ 
to carry to I^wc^bank.” 

** Young Master William,” answered 
XShomas, has been plpying with it. all 
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morning, and I daresay has broken half a 
dozen of strings—it can be of no use,” 

“ And why, Sir, did you allow young 
Master,” asked Mr Hay, to get in and de¬ 
stroy the iustruraent, or why did he get into 
IMiss Stewart’s room at all—has lie no 
other where to am\»se himself?” 

He was crying. Sir, and Betty, the nur¬ 
sery maid, to^>k him to the harp to divert 
him—she never thought he would hurt it.” 

She never thought he would hurt it. 
Send Betty to me !—didn't I desire her to 
allow none of the children to* enter Miss 
Stewart’s room in her abvsence—I never 
in my life saw such a* house* as this, if there 
be any thing within reach of those children 
tb be destroyed, it will be destroyed, do 
what I can !” 

“ Lord, Mr I lay/' said his wife# what 
a fussyoii make about nothing; if the strings 
be J)rcyke,^I suppose they can be mended; 
you look worse than you did when my mir¬ 
ror was smashed, which was worth a dozen 
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of that thing; but to be sure it wasn’t Miss 
Stewart’s, else there would, have been mor« 
said about it.*' 

‘‘ There is some difference between4 an 
accident and- a boy’s mischievous tricks, 
Mrs Hay,” said the gentleman, who imme¬ 
diately rose and walked away to examine 
the damage done. He found it trifling; 

4 . 

and, as Miss Stew^art always kept some 
spare strings, he sent all off together, ac¬ 
companied with a polite note, to Mrs Co- 
myris, and a verbal message to Miss Stew¬ 
art. Mrs Hay saw the articles put safely 
Into the cart> and sent her compliments to 
Mrs Coinyns and to Miss Stewart, accom¬ 
panied with the remark, that Mr Hay, tlie 
emphasis on 3Ir had sent the small box 
containing the strings for the iiarp. 

Hip gaed me the box, Madam,”said Robert,, 
liolding^jJt up to view; then putting it into 
his pockety and pinning down the flap, TH 
tak’ special care o’t for Miss Mary’s sake- 
no to jay. but what I would do the-same for 
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anybody that koines to ^ our house,’ as weel’sf 
' my part, only she’s a lassie that ilka body « 
likes.” 

Observing a scoul* on Mrs Hay’s brow,. 
Robert continued, with an arch mixture of 
slyness and simplicity in the expression of 
his features— 

She’s a wool fared hissey, maistly as 
trig as y.oursel, madam, wlicn ye was a lass; 
but you’re grown portly-an’ she, poor thing's 
a wee shawpy, as we say—deed, Mistress, 
she has has the cast o’ your countenance; 
and, gin ance she has had as glide a hairier 
time as ye’ve had^ she’ll he as like ye as ae 
egg’s like anither.” 

“ Robert, have you got any thing since 
you came ? Betty bring out the bottle, and 
fi’ive Robert a drain, * said Mrs Hav to one 
of her maids, williout seeming to atleuiLto 
the homely compliment of Roberta ^ 

‘‘ There’s nae ’cassion, Ma’am,” was Ro* * 
bert’s reply. 

And when girl had gone into the 
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house, and retunied with the bottle, front* 
which she filled an overflowing glass, Ro¬ 
bert took the bumper into his hand, repeat¬ 
ing again, “ there’s not the smallest occa*- 
sioii. Ma’am,” putting it to his head, “ but 
here’s wissin your glide health.” 

The contents disappeared; and, with di¬ 
vers contortions of face, Robert at last-ac¬ 
complished his Hech ! that’s gude—aiic 
disnu meet wi’ the like o’ that every day,” 
and returned the glass, wdiich. would Jiave 
held a gill at least, empty into Mrs Hay’s • 
hand. 

Tlick, tlick”—^with all due deference to * 
Dr Jameson, we apprdieud tliis to be tJie 
projxir method rff spelling the wwd; but- 
we leave it entirely to him and Mr Pinker¬ 
ton to settle; if they two disagree, they 
may call in, as an oversman, Mr George 
Chalmers; and, if the whole three should' 
be unable to determine, we hope our autho-- 
rily will be deemed sufficient, as w'e can* 
point out no greaten Tlick! tlick! get. 
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on, Baussey, you auld co’ut,” said Robert, 
laying his whip gently across the shoulders 
of an animal, who had been his fellow-ser" 
vant for twenty years, and the two vene¬ 
rable members began, in the language of 
the poet, Homeward to plod their weary 
way.’’ 

Mr Hay,' after tlie cart was gone, as he 
was returning to his room, met the urchin; 
who had been the cause of the mischief, 
and accompanied a sharp reproof with a lit¬ 
tle wholesome correction. Young master, 
who had already learned to laugh at every 
remonstrance, and was almost wholly unaev- 
quainted with any other rhode of reproof,' 
did not receive the chastisement very quiet¬ 
ly, but set up a.roar which made tlie house 

I 

ring again, and brought his another in • a 
hurry to the spot; whenever dhc perceived 
what was going forward, she fle^towards 
her husband,, and snatching the child from 
under bis hands, almost stiffled him with' 
caresses; then q^fter^ she. had succeeded in 
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soothing him, she turned, with fury in her 
looks, and trembling with agitation,. round 
upon Mr Hay, ** who liad hurted her pret¬ 
ty boy,” and in a tone which amazed him, 
accustomed as he was to her furious elocu¬ 
tion,—^upbraided him with having brought a 
girl to the house who had done nothing but 
]#rcd disquiet, since ever she came; that 
other people had eyes as well as himself, 
—every I>ody was not blind though he might 
think so, and she was determined she and 
her family should not. be ill used for the 
sake of any play-house singer or foreigner’s 
bastard;—she would rather leave the house 
than see her own flesh and blood murderbd 
for breaking a piece wire, merely because it 
belonged to her, and if ever she saw that 
barp thing come within her door again, she 
should never darken it,. 

When she had concluded her notable 

s 

harrangue,—she as if she had really believed, 
every word she had been saying,^-burat. 
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into a storm of weeping, hardly less audible 
tlian her reproaches. 

Mr Hay took his hat and walked out. 
He bad perceived with pain for -ome 
time past, the mean jealousy of his wife, 
who felt her self-importance hurt by the 
evidently superior accomplishments of Miss 
Stewart; but he bad hoped the mild inoffensive 
manners of his young friend would have se* 
cured her from any violent attack. He 
now saw that hope destroyed, and knew 
that to attempt to reason Mrs Hay out of 
her opinions, was more than useless, that it 
would, only fix her more firmly to them* 
Every consideration, therefore, which re¬ 
garded either Miss Stewart’s peace or his 
own, required her removaf from Ha-hill,— 
but where'was she to go ?—her mother was 
in England, and supported almost by cha- 
rity. He Was the only relation in Scot¬ 
land on whom she could rely. He had 

V 

asked her to come to Ha-hill not in forma 
pauperis ; for he did pot know that her mo- 
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tlier was dependent, but on a visit, and as 
if to do him a favour. How could he break 
the business to her?—4iow could he tell her, 
that to return to his house was to expose 
herself to vulgar abuse or unmerited con¬ 
tumely? he finished his cogitations by a 
sdiloquy uttered aloud:—** The man’s an- 
idiot who marries his house-keeper, he’s a 
fool, a dolt, a—stop !~the curse of Ca¬ 
naan’s a sufficient punishment—a servant of 

t 

servants! what can be worse ? only what I 
suffer; the necessity 1 am under of using 
a relation who has every claim upon my af¬ 
fection, of using her ill to please a selfish,^ 
ignorant, vulgar,—but she’s my wife,—aye,, 
there’s the rub.” 

c 

He satisfied himself, after he had given 
his passion vent, by recollecting that Miss* 

I 

Stewart was, for the present, very agreeably 

f » 

situated, and would be so for a few weeks 
to come, duriip which time he would l>e 
able to manaj^ sa as to get her comfortably 
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^ituatedy provided her prospects should be 
finally overcast. 

“ I shall never,’' said he to himself, “ for¬ 
sake the relation who was recommended to 
my protection by the dyin^ commands 
of a father,, the name of her mother 
was mingled with my own in his farewell 
benediction^—they trembled togetlicr on his 
lips, when nature retreating to her last hold, 
could scarcely spare strength to utter an 
articulate sound.—No! Mary Stewart, I 
shall not forsake you !” 

/ 

A servant who had been in searcli of him 
found him, just as he had reached this ele¬ 
vation of sentiment, and announced the ar¬ 
rival of a party of freeholders. 

I must see Mrs Cdmyns ! am happy 
Mary is with her,—I wish this election were 
at the devil !*’ 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Here teens with, revolutions every hour, 

And rarely fur the better; or the best 
More mortal than the common births of filter 
£ach moment haN its sickle, emulous 
Of Time’s enormous scythe, whpse ample sweep* 
Strikes empires from the root: each moment plays 
Ilis little weapon, in the narrower sphere 
Of sweet domestic comfort. Yocnc. 


While the Ha-hill family, what with elec*- 
tions, and what with broils and divisions in¬ 
ternal and exteomal, were playing at sixes 
and sevens; the more tranqiarl inhabitants 
of Bowerbank, who were left almost en- 
tirely to their own resources during this 
season, of county turmoil,, passed their time 

” I 

supremely happy in their own society^ 
scarcely marking the foot of Time, he trip¬ 
ped so gayly and certainly caring asL 

much about thf election of a member oC 
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Parliament for the county, as about the 
choice of a successor to Sir Joseph Banks 
at the Otaheitean Court of Oberea. They 
contrived, with the addition of Mr Ainslie, 
to get up a tolerable concert; Captain Bruce 
touched the flute, and Mr Ainslie the vio¬ 
lin ; Mrs Comyns’ old harpsichord was en¬ 
gaged, and Miss Bruce made a respectable 
figure at the keys ; but the chief j)erformer 
was Miss Stewart^ who possessed science 
without losing simplicity, and was, even as 

a composer, far from being despicable ; her 
attempts, however, were confined chiefly to 

imitations of the Scottish song style, to 
which she was particularly jgartial, and one 
which bore a resemblance to the sweet air 
of “ Galla Water,” she used to sing de¬ 
lightfully as a Solo. She had adapted it to 
words, which she said were written by a 
young gentleman, an admirer of her mo¬ 
ther’s. 

Captain Bruce suggested an alteration, 
jrith which Miss Stewart acquiesced and 
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they sung it so often, and praised it so high¬ 
ly, that at last it obtained currency among 
themselves, as a charming Duet. , 

To give our readers an opportunity of 
passing judgment on the accuracy of their 
laste, we subjoin the woiuk. 


‘‘ / It^d thcc oncCif Til love thee everT 

No ! not that look, that tear's reproach ! 

"N tt to thy only truest lover, 

A Jeiv drop in the cup ot love— 

I lov’d thee once, I’ll love thee ever* 

«* 

And shall I kiss that tear away 
One parting kiss ?— 

Ob ! never, never ! 

Oh ! say not that—say, only say, 

1 lov’d thee'once, I’ll love thee even 
* 

I lov’d thee—thy dear arm in mine— 

My bosom—feel its fiutt’ring shiver; 

The born—the glen—can Love’s star shine 1 
I lov'd thee onge, I’ll love thee even 
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I lov’d thee !—When this glowing hreath 
Shall o’er life’s dying taper quiver, 

Thee only shall 1 sigh to leave, 

1 lov’d thee once, I’ll love thee ever ! 

The appointed week, and part of another, 
had now elapsed, when Miss Bruce found 
it impossible to protract her stay longer; 
every symptom of lameness had long left 
her brother. She had at least half a dozen 
^f letters from Edinburgh entreating her 
return. Colonel Muiravon had received an 
order to join his regiment in a few days, 
and he took the metropolis in his road. 
Mrs Comyns herself could no longer find 
any plausible pretext for detaining her. 
The carriage was therefore ordered; and 
with many expressions of affection. Miss 
Bruce and Colonel Muiravon took their de¬ 
parture. They halted for a short time at 
the Barracks, where they were joined by 
Colonel A-and his Lady, who accom¬ 

panied them to the city. They arrived in 
vsafety, without any occurrence on the road 
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worth relating* Colonel Muiravon deliver¬ 
ed over his fair charge to the Lady with 
whom she boarded, and set out early next 
day for the North, where he intended to 
spend the remainder of his furlough, hav¬ 
ing obtained the liberty of waiting upon 
Miss Bruce, a pleasure which he promised 
himself at his return. 

Captain Bruce, too, found himself con¬ 
strained to leave the hospitable mansion of 
Bowerbank, and take his turn of duty at 
the Barracks; but the distance being so 
short, and the ride so pleasant, his horse 
contracted a habit of instinctively turning 
his head to the eastward, unless when the 
propensity was forcibly opposed; and, some¬ 
how or other, the rider always contrived to 
indulge the animal, so that he was a sort 

of every day. visitor at Mrs Comyns’. 

¥ 

Mr Hay, in his note to Mrs Comyns, had 
given A latitude to the duration of Miss 
Stewart's absence, which neither she nor her 
^^guest felt any inclination to abridge, when 
they were obliged to separate. 
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Mr Hay, owing* to the trifling circum¬ 
stance which we have noticed, was unwil¬ 
lingly constrained to alter his plan ; and 
though he had looked forward with the most 
delightful anticipations to the superintend¬ 
ing care of Miss Stewart, for the formation 
of his children’s, at least his girls’characters f 
he was forced to forego every thing, in or¬ 
der to preserve appearances. 

A moral is often brought in at the end 
of a Novel. Will our readers indulge, per¬ 
haps prematurely, our prerogative, and allow 
us to conclude our first volume by a few 
sentences on the mischief that is done to 
{wreserve appearances ?” 

The man of small fortune, who apes his 
more wealthy neighbour, and who is spur¬ 
red on by his gentle Dame to emulate his 
splendour, often ruins a comfortable inde¬ 
pendence and a respectable mediocrity—to 
save appearances. The man of reduced in- 

VoL. I. M 
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come, whose misfortunes have not taught 
him wisdom, ashamed to conform himself 
to his situation, seeking to protract his de* 
scent till the ground sinks from beneath 
him, finds too, that he has been labouring 
ill vain—to save appearances. The man 
.who, struggling on the brink of destruction, 
grasps at every shadow, to save himself for 
a moment, and involves his friends in his 
fate; finds sometimes, when tod late, that 
he has sacrificed his only hope of salvation 
—to save appearances. Mr Hay, who had 
committed one false step, by descending 
from bis own scite in society, conscious of 
voluntary degradation, to how many mean¬ 
nesses did he submit—to save appearances ? 

' like the man who knows he has done wrimg, 
■yet has not the courage to confess, or the 
effrontery to defend it: he encountered the 
pangs of self-inflicted misery, without en¬ 
gaging the Sympathy due to misfortune, or 

’.'V 

even the respect which a callous scoundrels 



THE SMUGGLERSr. 


243 


impudence obtains, when he avows his mis¬ 
conduct—^he wished to make the world be¬ 
lieve he hada jewel of a wife, and he acted 
ungenerously^to save appearances ! 


END OF VOLUME FIRST. 


Edinbargb, 

Primed by W. AitcIiiiMU 









